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Gestiemen:—In compliance with my 
promise and your wish, I proceed to give you 
in the present lecture a brief, yet, I trust, 
not an uninteresting sketch of the informa- 
tion that we have derived on the subject of 
monstrosities, within the last few years, 
from the labours of the French and German 
writers, especially Meckel, Soemmering, 
Breschet, Serres, and, above all, Geoffroy 
St. Hilaire. The researches of these dis- 
tinguished writers have filled up a great 
blank in medical science. Before their time 
almost every example of monstrous forma- 
tion was attributed, not merely by the public, 
but also by the profession, to a whimsical 
deviation of Nature from her accustomed 
laws. Such continued to be the prevailing 
doctrine until the beginning of the 18th cen- 
tury, when better-founded and more philo- 
sophic views began to be established, and 
were gradually carried to their present com- 
parative state of perfection, by the talents 
and labours of the authors whom I have 
mentioned. I refer particularly to the work 
of St. Hilaire, entitled “ Histoire Générale 
et Particuliére des Anomalies de L’Organisa- 
tion chez L’Homme et les Animaux.”’ 

The phenomena of monstrosities have at 
all times excited the attention of philosophers. 
In former days every case of monstrous for- 
mation was attributed to the influence of 
demons, or to the anger of the Deity ; and, 
hence, by the Greek and Roman laws, mon- 
sters were condemned to die, Such opinions 
could, of course, have been entertained only 
in an age of gross superstition and credulity. 

Every example of monstrosity, if the term 
ae applied, is congenital. In fact, 

o. . 


| all those metamorphoses and great physio- 
|logical phenomena which result in the for- 
}mation, and in the first evolution—of the 
| different organs, belong to the first periods 
| of intra-uterine life. In the last periods of 
pregnancy the foetus is subject to very 
slight changes, and suffers but very few de- 
viations from the specific type. It is neces- 
| sary to bear this in mind, in order to under- 
stand completely many of the observations I 
shall hereafter make. 

As I am anxious to compress into a brief 
space the large mass of facts which have 
been communicated to us on this subject, 
I shall pass over one branch of it, on which 
many hundreds of pages have been written, 

the classification of monsters. For 
many ages, thousands upon thousands of 
cases of monstrosity were collected, but in 
order to understand their origin, it was ab- 
solutely necessary to know the true laws of 
the original development of the various 
organs in the human subject. It was also 
necessary that comparative anatomy should 
be studied in the modern and philosophic 
manner which has led to such very interest- 
ing and curious results as those that we now 
possess, The establishment of the theory of 
the frequent arrest and retardation of organic 
development has led to sound views and the 
great progress that has now been made in 
the subject of monsters, the phenomena 
having been formerly almost universally 
attributed to some accidental deviation from 
the ordinary track of nature. An examina- 
tion, however, of the original development 
shows us that the greater number of mon- 
are beings whose growth has been 
arrested, and in whom the organs of the 
embryo have been retained until birth, and 
are associated with the foetal organs. 

This arrest of development is very instruc- 
tive as to those cases of monstrosity in which 
there is a deficiency of organs. Secondly, 
other phenomena arise from excess of de- 
velopment, in which the organs are larger 
or more numerous than usual. Thirdly, 
there are anomalies, which arise neither 
| from deficiency nor excess, but in which the 
| primitive process seems simply perverted, 
thus changing the direction and situation of 


| different organs. 
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The laws governing the production of 
these anomalies must be derived from the 
general laws or principles of organisation ; 
and the first and most important law is that 
of the unity of organic composition. The 
organs of animals are composed of precisely 
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two fissures, or the chasm may be of larger 
or smaller compass, constituting what is 
improperly termed, hare-lip. It arises from 
an arrest of development, and it represents 
the natural structure of many of the inferior 
animals. Again; the uterus may be double 


the same materials, are always essentially | (of which there is a specimen before you) in 
the same, and are combined according to | the human subject, but this also is the natu- 
definite rules. By this law of unity of type | ral structure of many animals, There may 
in the formation of animals, as shown by | be an imperfect state of the convolutions of 
Meckel, by Serres, and especially by Geof-| the brain, representing, again, the structure 


froy St. Hilaire, we are enabled to explain 
the resemblance that is so frequently traced 
between the anomalous formation in one race 
of animals, and the natural form in others. 
Nothing is more common than to find that 
the anomalous structure of moastrous forma- 
tions, in man for example, represents accu- 
rately and definitely the natural structure in 
other animals. According to this law, every 
anima! in whom there has been an arrest of 
development, ought to realise, in some of its 
organs, the condition that is met with among 





the inferior classes; and such is the case. 
Again, when there is an excess of develop- 


of inferior animals. We often meet in the 
human subject with a bifurcation of the 
glans penis, or the clitoris; two vagina are 
not very uncommon. These are monstrosities 
arising from an arrest of development, and 
they represent the natural structure of many 
animals. Imperforation of the vulva is not 
unfrequent; the sexual organs are sometimes 
deficient, and occasionally there is an im- 
perfect development of the eyes. 

In another genus of monsters the limbs 
are deficient, the hands and feet appearing 
to exist alone, and to be inserted immedi- 
ately into the trunk of the body, resembling 


ment, then we find the same resemblance | seals and cetacea. An example of this ex- 
between the animals which are the subjects | isted in a Miss Biffin, who was exhibited 
of it, and some beings that are higher in | some years ago in London and other parts of 
the scale. This is occasionally found, but|the kingdom. In her case there was an 
it is not so common as are examples of} arrest of development, but in many of the 
the human family resembling lower races, in | cetacea this is the natural formation, thus 


consequence of deficiency. In the two lec- | 
tures which I shall give on this subject, I | 
shall refer to many examples illustrative of 
this law, but a few of them may now be 
Roticed. 

Many of the monstrous formations in man, 
consequent upon an arrest of development, 
bear a marked resemblance to differeat mam- 
malia. For example, the persistance of the 
tail, the characteristic of mammalia. In the 
early stages of the human embryo there is a 
natural prolongation of the os coccygis, 
which is neither more nor less than a tail, 
and which is usually removed in the process 
of development. Here is a specimen [exhi- 
biting it} in which this is admirably shown. 
In the process of embryonic life the tail 
ought to be removed ; but if any circumstance 
takes place in the early period of utero- 
gestation, so as to arrest or retard the deve- 
lopment of the embryo, the tail may remain. 
Here is a six months’ foetus [presenting it}, 
exhibiting a permanent tail. Again; we 
not uncommonly find, as a specimen of mon- 





furnishing another illustration of the general 
law. Here [showing it] is an example of 
monstrosity, exactly resembling Mise Biffin. 
The hands and feet are closely united, you 
see, to the body. No limbs are developed. 
Sometimes there is a deficiency in the arch 
of the palate, which is common in fish; fre- 
quently the diaphragm is imperfectly deve 
loped, as in oviparous animals; at other 
times we find as a specimen of monstrosity a 
communication between the different cay ities 
of the heart, such as exists in reptiles. The 
absence of the brain and spinal marrow is 
not uncommon in the human subject, Very 
frequently the cerebral system is composed 
only of ganglia and nervous filaments, as 
in the case of many of the articulated ani- 
mals. 

The cases are much more rare in which 
inferior animals resemble the higher from aa 
excess of development. Geoffroy St. Hilaire 
mentions cases in the carnivorous tribe in 
which there was an excess of development, 
and the tail had entirely disappeared. He 





strosity in the human subject, a cloaca, from|has seen other cases in which the spinal 
which both the urine and the feces are ex-| marrow ascended as high in the vertebral 
pelled ; and such is the natural structure in| canalas in man, All this is, physiologically, 
many of the inferior animals. Monstrosity | extremel ; curious. 

from a fissure in the lips, in consequence of The fact of the natural formation of 
an arrest of development, is by no means the inferior tribes existing in monstrosity 
uncommon in man. Here is a specimen.|in man, clearly proves—and this proof has 
The lips are originally formed from the angles , only been afforded to us in recent times— 
tothe centre, and join at the median line ; | that monstrosity is not, as was once belie 
but if an arrest of development take place, | a disorder arising from the blind freaks 
if the lips do not pass to the median line,| Nature, but that it is governed by constant 
there will beachasm. There may be one or | and precise laws, and is capable of being sub- 








SCRHRRTET Heese Roe PFaoseecreeezse gees 


SEPSESCSCHSSOEEVe reese 


2 
< 


ZRESESSSSTSTESER BZEReE 








THEORY OF MONSTROSITIES. 


mitted to a and scientific classifica- 
tion, and this i has been effected 
im a very elaborate manner by Geoffroy 
St. Hilaire. 


Another ee a law very closely connected 
indeed with monstrosity, and one of the 
fundamental principles of embryology, is 
this, that no organs originally pre-exist in 
the ovum. All the 


At first each organ is extremely 
minute, extremely simple ; and each after- 
wards passes through a series of changes in 
the process of development. When the dif- 
ferent organs have arrived at their permanent 
and natural state, some of them have passed | 
pn go a greater number of changes than | 
and have deviated from their original 
conformation more than others. In some, 
the changes are few and unimportant; in 
others, they are numerous and important. 
This is the normal, but not the invariable 
law of development, for an organ may stop 
beneath the ordinary degree of development, 
or be entirely abortive ; or, on the contrary, 
it may exceed it, and thus arise the two 

ters—one from arrest 
of development, the other from its excess. 

Now, of course, the admission of the law 
of the non pre-existence of organs in the 
germ is fatal to the old doctrine of original 
monstrosity before fecundation. The ancient 
doctrine taught that monstrosity arose before 
fecundation had taken place, from some 
original malformation of the germ. This 
position is now entirely abandoned, not upon 
any hypothetical grounds, but, from the im- 
mense number of facts which have been 
collected in opposition to it. It is true that 
Meckel has endeavoured to revive this doc- 
trine, but only with a view to escape from 
difficulties and to account for certain cases of 
monstrosity, which it is safer in the present 
state of science to confess are utterly inca- 
pable of explanation. According to the law 
which admits the formation and not the 
evolution or unfolding, as it were, of organs, 
monsters from arrest of development may be 
considered as permanent embryos, in some 
respects. We see at the end of their intra- 
uterine life some of the organs in the simple 
state in which they were at first formed. 

A third law is that of eccentric develop- 
ment. According to the doctrine of Haller 
and all the physiologists of the 18th century, 
every vessel and every nerve, dividing more 
and more, proceeded from the heart and 
brain towards the surface ; and this, by phi- 
losophers and physiologists who either pre- 
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say—and there is no doubt that it is true te 
a great extent, though not entirely,—that the 
vessels and nerves are formed before the 
heart and nervous centres—the brain and 
spinal marrow. I proved to you, on a former 
occasion, that the blood-vessels were formed 
before the heart; and that even the motion 
of the blood could be seen before the pulsa- 
tion of the heart, clearly showing the cor- 
rectness of the general law laid down by 
Serres and Geoffroy St. Hilaire, in opposition 
to the philosophic dogma of the organisation 
of parts taking place from the centre to the 
surface, rather than from the surface to the 
centre. The heart, for example, the brain, 
and the spinal marrow, are very frequently 
found wanting in cases of monstrosity ; but 
the blood-vessels and nerves are never wholly 


| deficient. They may be more or less deficient, 


ceeded Haller, or adopted his more mature | 


views, was termed the law of centrifugal 
development. But in consequence of the 
labours of Serres and Geoffroy St. Hilaire 
this notion is almost entirely abandoned, and 
the opposite doctrine, that of eccentric or 


thus representing the structure of inferior 
animals, but they are never eatirely wanting. 
If these vessels proceeded from the heart, 
the spinal marrow, and the brain, and those 
three organs were deficient, the vessels would 
be deficient also; but that is not the case, 
proving that the elaboration, the develep- 
ment, of the vessels is not necessarily depen- 
dent upon the previous formation of the 
heart, the brain, or the spinal marrow, 


Again; Serres contends (and he is sap- 
ported to a great extent by Allen Thomson, 
a very good authority upon the subject of 
embryology) that the development of the body 
commences from the two lateral halves, and 
that each central, each single, organ is origi- 
nally a double one. This can only be obser- 
ved in the earliest periods of the formation of 
the embryo. The right and left portions are 
at first distinct and separate, but afterwards 
become united. Now if, from an arrest of 
development, the union of the two halves is 
prevented, which occasionally happens, if 
this primitive state of formation becomes per- 
manent, then two lateral organs, of course, 
are formed. If organs lying on the median 
line of the body, are originally composed of 
two halves—and this is clearly proved to be 
the case,—and anything interferes to arrest 
or retard their development, then, that which 
ought to be a single organ remains perma- 
nently two. When this occurs in the human 
subject it again presents as a monstrosity in 
a higher, that which is the natural structure 
in many of the lower animals. The two ori- 
ginal halves of an organ may be quite distinet 
or partially, separate, according to the period 
of formation at which the arrest of develop- 
ment took place. 


Again ; fissure of the lips, the palate, and 
the scrotum, and spina bifida in man, are all 
specimens of arrests of development, but 
are similar to the natural structure of infe- 
rior animals. Serres also states that the 
hollow organs situated on the median line 


= development is now generally | are composed of two halves as well as the 
received. Serres and Geoffroy St. Hilaire | solid organs. There are, at one period of 
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development, two aorte, two vagine, two 
uteri, Xc. 

All these organs are considered to pass 
through three successive stages in the process 
of development. In the first stage, they are 
double, and the two portions are quite sepa- 
rate ; in the second, they approach and unite 
upon the median line, the two inner walls 
being applied against each other; in the 
third, there isa development of the inner walls, 
by which the two halves become gradually 
approximated, and that which originally con- 
stituted two separate halves is now reduced 
by a process of nature into one single organ. 
If by arrest of development the second stage 
of formation remains permanent, the inner 
walls of the primitive organs, which form 
naturally a temporary septum, are not re- 
moved, and the organ is divided by a longi- 
tudinal partition. Here [showing the prepa- 
ration ]is a very rare specimenof a longitudinal 
division of the vagina and uterus, extending 
from the os externum to the fundus of the 
uterus, dividing both organs into two. The 
arrest of development must have occurred 
here at a very early period ; and here again 
we see realised in the monstrous formation of 
man the natural structure of different animals. 
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There is another fact dependent upon the 
law of development towards the centre, and | 
that is, the greater constancy of those organs | 
which are of early formation than of those of 
later development. Any cause at any period 
of pregnancy disturbing the process of growth 
will very little, if at all, interfere with the 
development and growth of organs nearly or 
perfectly formed ; but it may have consider- 
able influence upon organs as yet imperfectly 
developed. Thus, it has been found that the | 
umbilicus and small intestines are by far the | 
most constant parts in monsters ; and that for | 
the clearest reason, because they are among 
the parts first formed, and as such they are 
exposed to fewer causes of arrest or disturb- 
ance of development than those which are 
afterwards formed, and which are exposed 
to lapse of time and various circumstances 
interfering with their elaboration and growth. 
Many examplesof the kind might be adduced. 
Still, it is impossible for anyone who reads 
the works of Serres and Geoffroy St. Hilaire 
with a determination to arrive at the trath, 
if he can, to go to the full extent of the posi- | 
tion which those philosophers have laid down | 
with respect to the laws of centripetal de- 
velopment. 

The causes of the arrest of deve lopm nt and i 
of the excess of orzanization seem to be at 
present beyond our reach, Arrest of develop- | 
ment teaches us much as to the origin of 
monsters with deficient organs; but scarcely 
anything as to cases of monstrosity from 
excess of parts. And the attempts to explain 
these rarer anomalies are as yet by no means 
satisfactory. There is another law by “te 





the production of some anomalies has been 
explained, and that is, the law of compensa- 





tion in different organs. Excess of nutrition 
in one organ is proved to involve the total or 
partial atrophy of another, and vice versé, 
If one organ be preternaturally large, another 
is preternaturally small; or if one be preter- 
naturally small, we find, by the same law of 
compensation, that another is preternaturally 
large ; thus establishing a very curious law, 
Let us not neglect facts because they do not 
appear practical ; they are always important, 
and we know not to what useful results they 
may ultimately lead. Many applications of 
this law of compensation may be made to the 
subject of monstrosities. Thus, for example, 
we occasionally see individuals with more 
fingers on one hand, and more toes on one 
foot, than natural ; but, in the great majority 
of such specimens, if there be six fingers on 
one hand, there are only four on the other ; 
or if there be six toes on one foot, there are 
only four on the other. The fact which is 
thus proved is explained by the term, law of 
compensation. 

Another law which is very curious is that 
of the similar position of parts, or the affinity 
of similar parts for each other, called by 
Geoffroy St. Hilaire, “ Affinite de soi pour 
Sol. 

If two or more organs perfectly resemble 
each other, they seem to have a strong ten- 
dency to unite and approach. Thus, physi- 
ologists have at all times been struck with the 
phenomena of double monstrosities ; for it has 


| invariably been observed—although until the 


labours of Serres and others of recent times 
it was never capable of explanation,—that in 
cases of double monstrosity parts of a similar 
kind were invariably attached to each other. 
[his is constant and common to all monsters, 
and influences all the facts of double mons- 
trosity. Thus, side is united to side, face to 
face, back to back ; each part in the one cor- 
responding precisely with the same organ in 
other. Every vessel, every nerve, every 
muscle situated in the line of union of the 
monstrous body joins itself to the same vessel, 
the same nerve, the same muscle in the other 
half. This is a very curious law of nature, 
and is precisely analogous to the two halves 
of an organ originally separated uniting in 
their further development. There are before 
us several specimens of double monsters, 
tables, and plates, illustrating the truth of this 
position. And here, in the * Recherches 
Anatomie Transcendante,” by Serres, you 
see clearly illustrated, in the different plates 
exhibiting the anatomy of the double monster 
Ritta-Christina, this law of “ Affinité de soi 
pour soi.” Each similar bone is attached to 
a similar bone on the opposite side. We shall 
never tind an artery attached to another artery 
of a different nature. Knowing this fact, we 
can at once distinguish between true cases of 
monstrosity and those which are alleged-to 
have been met with, but which really never 
occurred; we can distinguish between the 
fabulous monsters of bygone days. and those 
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which really existed. Many cases of mons- 
trosity recorded in former times were mere 
fables. In many such instances one head is 
represented as growing from the upper, the 
other from the inferior part of the body; the 
back of one was said to be attached to the 
belly of the other. No such cases, 1 believe, 
were ever seen. The law regarding the 
formation of double monstrosities is universal 
and invariable, so far as we can judge from 
the specimens before us, and all those I have 
seen in English or foreign museums. 

Passing over a great many intermediate 
observations made by St. Hilaire, I come to 
something more practical, and will make a 
few observations on certain anomalies from a 
diminution of the colouring matter. 

It is well known that the skin derives 
its colour from a particular principle, named | 
pigmentum. This pigmentum may be less 
coloured or less abundant than usual; it 
may be wanting entirely, or it may be too) 
deeply coloured, Again, there may be simple | 
alteration of colour. 

I will first give a brief sketch of that state 
which arises from a diminution of colour. 
Individuals whose skin is but slightly or not 
at all coloured, have long been known by 
the name of Albinos. They were at first 
supposed to be a particular race, but albi- 
nism is now known to be the result of some 
individual and accidental modification. The 
skin appears to be white in consequence of the 
absence of the pigmentum ; the hair is also | 
white ; the iris is deprived of its colour, and | 
itis usually red; the pupil is of a fiery red, | 
and hence such individuals have a peculiar 
physiognomy. A family of this kind may 
often be seen walking up and down Oxford- 
street. Albinos are frequently blind for 
some time after birth, in consequence of the 
permanent presence of the membrana pupil- 
laris, which ought to disappear at a certain 
time of fatal life. The condition of the iris 
does not enable them to bear a strong light ; 
it is not opaque as it ordinarily is, but re- 
mains transparent, from want of colouring | 
matter, and thus allows all the rays of light 
to pass through to the globe of the eye, ren- | 
dering the organ of vision incapable of bear- 
ing them. Albinos are thus like many 
animals who see best in the dark, Perfect! 
albinism is a common occurrence, Albinos | 
are generally of a delicate constitution; | 
their limbs are longer than natural, their 
head and their neck larger, and their physi- 
ognomy ia dull and disagreeable. Usually 
the males are barren, but not the females. 
It is to a state of partial albinism that we 
must refer individuals partly white and 
partly black among the negro race. Thus, 
two blacks may have a white child; or the! 
offspring of an Albino and a negro may be 
partially black. If we were not aware of 
this fact, adultery might be suspected— 
very unjustly. I remember a partial case 
of albinism in the family of a patient of 
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mine in London. The females, and the 
females alone, of this family, had had for 
many generations perfectly black hair, ex- 
cepting a band of hair, about two inches in 
breadth, in front, which was as white as 
snow. This was a curious case of the want 
of development of the colouring matter, 
Their heads were shaved, and various ex- 
periments were tried, but all in vain; it 
appeared like a band of white ribbon, and I 
endeavoured, though without success, to per- 
suade the two lasses whom I saw that it 
added to their beauty ™ 

Albinos are seen in every climate, in every 
country ; they are rare, however, in cold re- 
gions, but are common in warm, and in the 
tropics ; and hence arose the general opinion 
which still prevails, that they are a distinct 
race of people. It is curious that they 
should exist particularly in the tropics; it 
shows that cases of albinism are much more 
frequent among black than white people 

As to the nature and causes of this co ® 
dition, I will dismiss them briefly; but it 
is worth while to observe that St. Hilaire 
has proved that long confinement and want 
of exercise will gradually produce a change 


|of colour, especially if at the same time the 


food be scanty and bad. Thus the opinion 
of Blumenbach is to a certain extent sup- 
ported, viz., that albinism is occasionally the 
result of disease. This is sometimes true, 
but it much oftener true that it arises 
from an arrest of development. The pig- 
mentum of the skin is not present in the 
foetus until an advanced period of pregnancy, 
and the offspring of blacks may sometimes 
remain as white as children of the European 
race. It is easy to conceive that the deve- 
lopment of the skin may be arrested before 
the pigment has been deposited in the cuta- 
neous tissue so as to impart to it its natural 
colour. Hence, the natural colour of the 
skin, the hair, the iris, and the choroid coat 


is 


| of the eve, may remain deficient simply from 


an arrest of development, and without dis- 
ease. 

As a proof that this anomaly may be re- 
ferred to an arrest of development, | may 
mention that albinism is not the only foetal 
condition which remains permanent. The 
foetus during the second half of its intra- 
uterine life is covered with a fine downy 
appearance, observable with the naked eye 
or with a microscope. In the process of de- 
velopment this downy appearance re- 
moved, but in almost every case of a perfect 
Albino it permanently remains over the 
whole surface of the body, showing the 
arrest of that development by which the 
downy appearance ought to have been re- 
moved. Again, the frequent presence at 
birth of the membrana pupillaris is another 
proof of arrest of development. 

1 will now make a few observations upon 
the anomalies arising from an excess of 
colouring matter, or melanosis. The pre- 


is 
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sence in the skin of a deeper pigmentum | 
than natural, constitutes, according to St. | 
Hilaire, a species of congenital melanosis. 
This is not uncommon in many animals; 
but it is less common in man than albinism. | 
The term melanosis, | may observe, is usually | 
applied to a particular form of disease cha- | 
racterised by black or very dark tumours, 
which appear in the different tissues of the | 
hody, at various periods of life. I must not 
travel from my subject to touch upon one on 
which I have no information to offer, but I 
may just show you this beautiful specimen 
of melanosis, one of many from the collection 
of Mr. Kiernan, who has been long investi- 
gis the subject with his well-known in- | 

ry and ability. Many nevi materni are 
nothing more than examples of congenital 
melanosis. Writers in general confound 
under the term nevus two states of very 
different characters—the one being melanosis— 
of the skin,depending on an excess of colour- 
ing matter; the other arising from a preter- 
natura! condition of the blood-vessels of the | 
part, the latter being technically known by 
the name of aneurysm by anastomosis, an ap- 
pellation given to it by John Bell. Com- 
plete melanosis may occur suddenly in the 
adult. Ruysch published the case of a man 
who at the age of 70, in consequence of some 
powerful moral emotion, became in one | 
night as black asa negro. There are other 
cases of the same kind on record, which have | 
been classed by the older writers under the | 
term, black jaundice, from the person becom- 
ing not perfectly black, but of a dark and 
deep colour. 

Nevi, depending upon an anomalous con- 
dition of the blood-vessels, are red, violet, or 
black ; those which are red become deeper. 
from mental emotion, heat of the skin, or any 
circumstance capable of producing a blush | 
on the surface of the body. These vascular 
navi are generally elevated above the sur- 
face, and may appear in every organ and of 
every form. I saw one case, shown to me | 
by Dr. R. Lee, which covered nearly the 
whole body. 

These vascular nevi increase by heat,| 
and of course they are affected by the 
warmth of summer; at that season they are 
redder than at others, and hence the popular 
belief that they resemble certain fruit which | 
bas been longed for by the mother, and 
that they follow the laws of its growth. | 
This is all nonsense. It is true that these | 
mavi become redder when the fruit is ripe ; 
but that is because a greater determination 
of blood takes place to the surface of the 
body during the warm weather, and thus 
the navi become elevated, and present a 
more turgid and red appearance than at! 
other times. 

Sometimes navi disappear after birth ; | 
sometimes they give way to compression, and 
this is one of the means occasionally had 
tecourse to for their removal. It is worth 


while, however, to know that Recamier says 
that however simple the treatment of vascular 
nevi by compression may be, yet it is not 
safe to employ it; for although the surface 
may appear to be perfectly healthy, yet the 
amount of compression necessary for the 
purpose of cure is extremely likely to produce 
cancer, I shall in a subsequent part of the 
course enter upon a detailed account of the 
nature and treatment of nevi. 

Congenital melanotic stains upon the sur- 
face of the skin vary greatly in situation, 
form, and colour, and sometimes they are 
covered with hair. They are often, by the 
public, said to resemble some animal by 
which the mother has been frightened during 
her pregnancy. But how is the evidence 


obtained upon which this foolish belief is 


founded? A woman is delivered of a child, 


| having upon the surface of its bedy a dark 


stain, perhaps covered with hair. The at- 


| tendant gossips assert that it is like a cat, a 
‘rat, ora mouse. The mother is asked if she 


has not been frightened by either the one or 


, the other of those animals during her preg- 


nancy. If she answer in the affirmative the 
parties are, of course, satisfied. If she reply 
in the negative she is asked by what she was 
frightened, or what she saw while she was 
with child. And you may easily imagine 
that such a train of inquiry must lead to the 
wished-for conclusion, that the stain upon the 
child resembles something—no matter what 
—which the mother saw in the course of her 
pregnancy. During the French Revolution 
a woman was delivered of a female child 
which had a dark spot upon its arm. This 
was converted into a very correct resemblance 
of the cap of liberty ; and, the important fact 
being communicated to the Government, the 
woman obtained a premium for having 
brought forth a child with a revolutionary 
emblem on its arm ! 

These nevi generally remain during life, 
unless removed by surgical means. 


Thus, Gentlemen, I have ventured, for 
once, to depart from purely practical topics, 
in order that I might give you a general 
sketch of the curious and interesting subject 
of monstrosities. In the next lecture I shall 
resume and complete the topic. 


—_—$ $$ ———— —EE 


Ir is a singular faet, stated by Mr. Mar- 
shall, in his work on “‘Enlisting,” &c., that of 
the children of soldiers, a very small propor- 
tion reaches the age of manhood ; and those 
who survive are vommosly stuated ia their 
growth, and oftea scrofulous. . 
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MR. CRISP ON CEREBRAL AFFECTIONS. 


CASES OF CEREBRAL DISEASE, 
WITH OBSERVATIONS. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer, 


Sin :—I have selected the following re- 
cords of brain disease from my case book, 
and offer them to you for publication, 

Your obedient servant, 
E. Catsp. 

Walworth, Feb. 2, 1840. 





Case 1.—Nov. 17, 18380. 1 examined, with 
Mr. Bristowe, of Camberwell, the body of 
Mr. P., aged 47, who died yesterday (16th). 
He had been subject to cough, and com- 
plained latterly of pain in the head, with 
stupor, &c.; had had no medical advice; 
the external appearance of the body ema- 
ciated ; no hair op any part, excepting the 
head; the genital organs very small, pre- 
senting the same appearance which we see 
in boys of eight or ten years of age. His 
mother represents him to have been a man 
of strong intellectual powers; his height 
was abvut five feet. 

Necropsy.— Head.—E fusion of serum uan- 
der the arachnoid ; that membrane opaque, 
and of a white colour; substance of the 
brain healthy ; the cerebellum very small, 
and the back part of the head narrow; 
miliary tubercles in various parts of the 
lungs ; ene large excavation in the upper 
part of the leftlung, communicating with the 
cavity of the pleura; heart very flabby, but 
otherwise healthy. The abdominal viscera 
presented a natural appearance. 

Remarks.—This case fully bears out the 
opinion of those who believe that the cere- 
bellum is the seat of sexual power; it was 
very small, accompanied by corresponding 
diminution of the oceipital region. I learnt 
from his friends that he appeared always 
indifferent towards the other sex. 





Case 2.—Jan. 22, 1835 ; 7, p.m. Mr. B., of 
Camberwell, applied to me, complaining of 
m and a sensation of weight in the 
d; has been aceustomed to driak large 
—— of ardent spirits, porter, &c., and 
aring the last fortnight has indulged more 
than usual; pulse full, about 80; bled him 
from the arm to 18 or 20 ounces; had taken 
as large a quantity on a former occasion with 
much benefit. Ordered sulpb. of magnesia 
two drachms thrice a-day. 

23; 11, 4.4. Called on him this moruing, 
and learot from bis wife that about ten 
minutes after reaching home last evening, 
he fell down, and has remained insensibie 
ever since ; she says, “ during the last four 
or five days she has observed a difference in 
bis manner of expressing himself, and at in- 
tervals he bas appeared very absent ;”’ is now 
insensible ; the mouth drawa to the left side, 
has lost the use of the right arm and leg ; 





pnise about 60, soft; breathing natural’ 
pupils contracted; bowels confined; a 
blister to the neck, and sinapisms to the 
thighs; cathartic draught every second 
hour. 

6, p.m. Appears to be conscious when 
spoken to, and altempts to answer; bowels 
twice relieved, Repeat mixture and sina- 
pisms, 

24. More sensible this morning; made 
signs for the bed-pan when his bowels were 
relieved; says “ yesandno” very distinetly; 
pulse about 70, soft and compressible; 
pupils rather contracted, but more so on ex- 
posure to light; breathing natural; repeat 
mixture; a blister to the head, 

25. Still more sensible this morning, and 
articulates better; the right side perfectly 
useless ; ordered calomel 2 grs., and antimon, 
powder I gr., every sixth hour. 

26. Rather better; is able to move the 
right leg; much discharge from the blistered 
surface ; repeat powder, 

27. Not so well this morning ; says “ it is 
all over with him, aod that he feels a great 
confusion in the head;"’ pulse 70, rather 
feeble; pupils and breathing natural; 
bowels plentifully relieved; motions offena- 
sive, and contain a little blood; ordered a 
small quantity of wine with arrow-root; 
febrifuge draught thrice a-day, 

31. Has continued much in the same state 
since the last report ; the pulse is now rather 
feeble ; tongue covered with an ash-coloured 
fur; the articulation improved ; can use the 
right leg, but the arm remains as before ; 
sulph. of quinine } gr., thrice a-day, 

Feb. 7. Is able to sit in his chair for 
some hours during the day; tongue be- 
coming clean; pulse 50, soft and regular; 
the arm remains useless; the leg rather 
better; speech improved, 

Sept. 2, 1836, Has never regained the use 
of the right arm, but is able to walk without 
assistance ; he articulates distinctly, but has, 
in a great measure, lost the meaning of 
words, calling his wife by the most oppro- 
brious epithets. 

Jan.20, 1840. He is now living, and eojoys 
good health ; his intellects are not so perfeet 
as before the attack; the leg remains par- 
tially paralysed, the arm entirely so. 

Remarks.—1 must leave the reader to 
judge whether the bleeding io this instance 
produced the paralysis. 1 am aware that 
there are several eases on record where 
paralytic and apoplectic seizures have fol- 
lowed large venesections, but I think, taking 
the state of the pulse into account, and the 
previous benefit derived from bleeding, it is 
fair to suppose that the depletion prevented 
a fatal attack of apoplexy, 





Case 8,—Feb. 27, 1835. | examined, with 
Mr, Moore, of Camberwell, the body of as 
uomarried lady, who bad beea uader his 
care for some time, and whose case he re- 
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lated a few weeks since at the Londen Me- 
dical Society ; she was 30 years of age, and 
had been subject to bad health since her 
infancy ; six months before her death she 
lost the use of language; her ideas were 
perfect, but she was unable to express them ; 
she had been accustomed to sing, but could 
now only hum a tune, Mr. M. was em- 
ployed in teaching her her letters, and be- 
fore death she could pronounce only a few 
monosyliables. She was attacked Feb. 25th 
with symptoms of apoplexy, and died after 
a few hours. 
Autopsy. 

Head.—The vessels on the surface of the 
brain turgid ; membranes normal; about a 
tablespoonful of blood was found at the base 
of the brain under the pons Varolii, the re- 
maining parts apparently healthy. 

Thorax.—The lungs healthy ; pleura con- 
tained a small quantity of serum; pericar- 
dium adherent to the greater part of the apex 
of the heart; the left ventricle thickened 
and dilated; the left auricle considerably 
dilated ; the mitral valve extensively ossified. 

Abdomen.—The stomach much distended 
with flatus ; the remaining abdominal viscera 
Bormal, 

Remarks.—This is one of the remarkable 
class of cases alluded to by Andral, in which 
there is sudden loss of articulation without 
any apparent cerebral lesion. In this lady 
there appeared to have been no deficiency of 
memory or want of combination of ideas, 
The case, moreover, is a good illustration of 
the very frequent occurrence of apoplexy, 
with hypertrophy of the left ventricle of the 
heart. 





Case 4.—June 11, 1835. Mrs. B., Hill- 
street, aged 52, had been under my care, at 
intervals, for two years. In the first instance 
she had an attack of paralysis of the left 
side, from which she nearly recovered. She 
was subjectto severe headaches accompa- 
nied by bilious vomitings ; she frequently 
had palpitation of the heart, with difficulty 
of breathing amounting to suffucation, the 
latter coming on when she had been sleeping 
two or three hours; she had also ascites and 
anasarca, but these yielded to blue pill, 
tincture of digitalis, and broom tea. She 
was admitted into Guy’s Hospital the latter 
end of May, having previously complained 
of great pain in the head, with occasional 
delirium. She died June 9; and, her body 
being removed to Walworth, I examined it 
on the Ith. 

Autopsy. 

External appearance rather emaciated. 

Head.—The membranes nurma! ; portions 
of the white matter in both hemispheres 
softened ; numerous small irregular cavities 
in various parts of the medullary substance 
differing iu size and shape, some being as 
large as a pea, others as big as a borse-bean, 
their sides ragged and of a dark colour; 





rather more abundant in the right hemis- 
phere; the coats of the arteries at the base 
of the brain were thickened by atheromatous 
deposit. 

Thorax.— The lungs contained a large 
quantity of bloody seram, and the lower 
parts were hepatised ; the heart was large ; 
left ventricle three or four times its natural 
thickness ; the valves healthy ; the coronary 
arteries in some places were preternaturally 
thickened by ossific deposit. 

Abdomen, — Liver white; gall bladder 
contained three large calculi; the urinary 
bladder projected into the vagina, forming 
hernia vesice. This during life was consi- 
dered to be prolapsus uteri, but 90 examina- 
tion was made. The kidneys very small, 
and granulated; very little of the cortical 
substance visible ; several small bydatids on 
the exterior. 

Remarks.—In this case also the hyper- 
trophy of the left ventricle was, I believe, 
the cause of the paralysis ; blood probably 
was extravasated into various parts of the 
cerebral lobes, the cavities found being 
apopletic cysts, and rather more abundant 
on the side opposite to the one paralysed. 
The state of the coronary arteries fully 
accounts for the angina pectoris. The un- 
discovered hernia vesice shows the import- 
ance of making an examination per vaginam 
in all doubtful cases. 





Cast 5.—March 10, 1837. I assisted Mr. 
Beane, of Peckham, at the following inspec- 
tion, and he also gave me an opportunity of 
seeing the patient previous to death. Mr, 
A., Peckham, aged thirty-five, a linen- 
draper’s assistant, applied to Mr. B. about 
three weeks since, complaining of pain in 
the back part of the head, which had existed 
for three months. He described it “as a 
dull, aching pain ;” and said “ it appeared 
to be confined to a small space :” his state 
of health previons to this was good; his 
habits were regular. His father died of 
apoplexy. 

March 3.—In ascending some steps he 
suddenly lost his sight ; he was immediately 
bled by Mr. B.'s assistant; the sight was 
improved after the bleeding, bat he did not 
recover it for two days. 

March 6.—The imperfect vision again 
returned and continued till death, which 
took place yesterday —. He was bled 
again, and leeches applied tothe head. As 
long as he remained sensible, he pointed to 
the spot where the pain was seated; the 
pupils before death were dilated, indeed, after 
the attack on the 6th, he remained in an 
apoplectic state, the limbs immovable, 
breathing stertorous, &c. 

Examination, Thirty Hours after Death. 

The vessels of the brain and its membranes 
turgid; the cerebral substance firm and 
studded with small bloody spots ; the lateral 
ventricles contained about a teaspoonful of 
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serum ; the pons Varolii and a small portion | 
of the surrounding structure much softened, 
indeed it was quite pulpy, presenting a 
cream-like appearance; the arteries at the) 
base healthy. No other part examined. 

Remarks.—The existence of headach in 
this patient, for some time previous to the 
attack, would lead to the conclusion that) 
the case was one of chronic inflammatory 
softening, more especially as the cerebral | 
arteries appeared sound, 

Ramolissement of this part of the brain is 
of rare occurrence. I have referred to the 
works of Carswell, Bright, Rostan, Andral, 
and Lallemand, and find only about twelve | 
cases recorded, and in most of these the 
softening was only partial. Lallemand *, 
has published five cases, only two of which | 
came under his own observation; three of | 
these were complicated with other lesions. | 
The symptoms in most resemble in many, 
particulars those of the foregoing, with the | 
exception of the previous loss of sight. 





Case 6.—April, 1837. I attended Miss | 
W., Trafaigar-street, Walworth, aged 18, 
during an attack of simple fever, which con- 
tinued about three weeks; she, however, 
remained in a very weak state for some 
time. She went toSydenham, and her health 
was much improved ; but during her visit 
she had three or four fits of an epileptic | 
character, lasting about ten minutes. She | 
for some years had been subject to psoriasis, 
which used to appear in almost every part 
of the body, but of late has only affected the 
fingers and face. Since the attack alluded 
to her manner bas been much altered ; she 
has frequently retired to her room, and her 
mother has found her crying, but could not 
ascertain the cause. j 

Oct. 15, 1837. I was again requested 
to see her, and learnt from her mother that 
she had been suffering from headach for, 
some days, though not obliged to keep her 
bed. The pain was referred more particu- 
larly to the left side of the head, and was_ 


| removing 
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The treatment consisted in the application 
of leeches to the head, blisters to the neck 
aod scalp, mustard poultices to the feet, and 
calome! internally, with mercurial frictions, 

When about 11 years of age her father 
tells me that she had a severe fall on the left 
side of the head. 

Examination of the Head, Twelve Hours 

after Death. 

Messrs. Gibbs and Beane present.—On 
the calvarium the vessels on 
the dura mater were seen enormously 
distended, and, on dividing that membrane 
on the left side, over the upper and mid- 
dle part of the cerebrum, it was adhe- 
rent to the brain; on further examination, 
this was seen to arise from two tumours ; 
one about the size of a small nut, and the 
other as large as a pea, firmly adherent to 
| the dura mater, and imbedded in the cortical 
substance of the brain; the consistence of 
the tumours was hard and rather gristly, the 


| brain around but slightly altered in appear- 
}ance, being to a small extent rather softer 


than natural; the vessels of the pia mater 
turgid, and the ventricles filled with serum, 
about Zjv; on the plexus choroides in each 
ventricle I found a small body, rather hard 
and white,of a globular form, and of cheesy 
consistence; the remaining portion of the 
brain normal. 

I was only allowed to examine the head. 

Remarks.—Death, in this case, 1 appre- 
hend, arose from effusion in the ventricles, 
the tumours on the surface having probably 
produced the convulsive fits, as well as 
the tendency to serous exudation, The dis- 
appearance of the psoriasis appears to me 
to be an important feature in the case ; after 
its retrocession the headach was more fre- 
quent, accompanied with depression of 
spirits, &c. It is, of course, difficult to 
form a correct opinion as to the size of the 
tumours at this period, but from the subse- 
quent symptoms I think it not improbable 
that they gradually increased. I have often 
seen injurious effects from the subsidence of 





sometimes so violent that she screamed ; at | lepra and psoriasis, and I am inclined to 
other times she was free from it, but always| think that the above case affords «nother 
felt an uncomfortable sensation and frequent | example. 

singing in the ears. The pulse was about 

80, and not possessing much power. She | Case 7.—April 4, 1847. I was requested 
gradually became worse, and in a few days to see Mrs. K., Carter-street,Wal worth, aged 
had all the symptoms of typhus fever, mut- 40; she, for many years, has been subject to 
tering delirium, brown tongue, sordes, sub- | deafness and a pain in the head, the latter 
sultus tendinum, picking of the bed-clothes, | referred rather more to the right side; she 
and frequent motion of the hands, particu- | was troubled occasionally with retention of 
larly of the right ; the right eye was also dull, | urine, accompanied with great pain, but the 
whilst the left was bright; the diameter of catheter has never been employed. During 
the pupils nearly the same. She was sen-_ the last twelve months the attacks of dysuria 
sible at intervals, till the 26th, 7, a. ™.,| have been less frequent; she has likewise 
when she became comatose ; pupils much | been affected with hysteria, and disorders of 
dilated and immovable, involuatary evacu- the digestive organs; is now complaining 
ations, &c. She died October 28th, 4, a.m. | of slight numbness of the left leg and arm, 


which came on yesterday after a long walk, 
* © Recherches Anatomico—Pathologiques and which she attributes to cold ; the sensa- 
sur L’Encéphale et ses Dependances.” 











tion perfect, but the muscular power slightly 
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impaired; no distortion of the face during 
the last few days; bas bad rather more uo- 
easiness about the head than usual; says 
“she had a similar attack to the present 
some years since ;” the pulse about 70, 
rather feeble ; the carotids not particularly 
full; bowels rather confined; tongue furred, 
Ordered calomel and colocyath, with ao 
aperient draught every four hours, till the 
bowels were well relieved, and suggested 
the application of leeches and a blister on 
the following day, if the symptoms were 
not improved; the former she particularly 
objected to, as some medical man had told 
her “ she ought never to be bled.” 

5. Considers herself better, and feels less 
nombnoess in the arm and leg; the bowels 
well relieved. 

6. Can move the arm and leg as well as 
before ; the sensation of numbness gone ; no 

in in the head ; and she feels aitogether 
Lecter. Ordered an aperient draught to be 
taken every morning for three or four days. 

She continued better till the morning of 
April 20th, when she awoke and found that 
she could not move the left arm and leg so 
well as usual, but was dressed and went 
down stairs, where I saw her at about 
nine, a.m. Has but little power over the 
muscles of the urm, but can move the leg 
better, and is able to walk round the room 
with some difficulty; the mouth drawn 
slightly towards the left side ; complains of 
an uneasy sensation in the head, referred 
more to the right side, and says “ of late 
she has had darting pains occasionally in 
the forehead,” but since the last attack has 
been as well as usual; pulse at the wrist 
about 83, soft,and compressible; the carotids 
the same; bowels not confined; tongue 
furred ; is very anxious about herself, and 
occasionally has symptoms of an bysteric 
character. 

Twelve leeches to the temples; blister to 
the neck ; a purgative pill of calomel and 
compound extract of colocyath at once, and 
an opening draught four times a-day. 

Right, p.m.—Much the same as in the 
morning. 

21. Thinks the head is rather better this 
morning, but has less power in the arm and 
leg; suffered mach from pain in the 
bladder during the night, with inability to 
void her urine, but this morning passed a 
large quantity of clear urine (she has always 
suffered severely from strangury after the 
application of a blister); bowels relieved ; 
pulse and carotids beating with rather less 
power than yesterday; the feet have been 
cold from the commencement of the attack ; 
rather less power in the hand and arm. 
Repeat medicines ; sinapisms to the feet. 

22. Symptoms less favourable, and I re- 
quested Dr. Whiting to see her; he agreed 
with me that the case was one, probably, of 
long standing disease of the brain; he sug- 
gested the continuance of mustard poultices 








to the feet, and entesstian epetient Srnahet 
three times daily, with three grains of blue 
pill at bed-time; leeches to be applied if 
there should be much fulness about the 
vessels of the head. 

23. Bowels not relieved during the night, 
but there was frequeat tenesmus; rather 
less power in the upper extremity; can 
grasp my hand slightly ; the sensation some- 
what diminished ; the leg can be moved, but 
she says“ when she draws it up, it goes 
down of itself;” the mouth has the same 
appearance as before described; she com- 
plains of a feeling of uneasiness over the 
left half of the body, aod puts her hand 
along the linea alba, where, she says, it 
terminates ; has bad occasional pain in the 
head, aod generally complains of an uneasy, 
indescribable sensation, especially on the 
right side; very avxious about herself, and 
thinks she will not recover; asks frequent 
questions as to the nature of the disease, 
&c. ; the pupils bave been all along obedient 
to light, but rather more contracted than 
natural; breathing free ; the pulse generally 
about 80, soft and compressible, but it 
varies often during the day, being sometimes 
rather frequent and feeble, at others more 
full; she often cries, and moves the lips 
so @s to protrude the mouth, and this is 
sometimes succeeded by a laugh. Repeat 
medicines, and apply sinapisms to the feet. 

24. Seen again by Dr. Whiting; is much 
in the same state as before. Mercury with 
ehalk, 2 grains; saline draught thrice a- 
day ; sinapisms to the feet. This is to be 
continued till the gums are slightly affected. 

25. The head appeared rather better after 
the application of the leeches, but this 
morning she is unable to move the fingers, 
and has no power over the limbs; the feet 
still cold, and strong mustard poultices have 
produced but little effect upon the skio. 
Repeat medicines; a blister behind the ears; 
repeat sinapisms. The head very hot, aad 
face flushed; palse rather full. Eight 
leeches to the temples. 

28. Has continued much in the same state 
since the last report; the gums slightly 
affected by the mercury ; no power over the 
hand, and less over the leg. Has had another 
blister on the back of the neck, and continued 
the draughts and hyd. cum creta; to relieve 
the strangury produced by the blister, starch 
aod gruel enemata have been ased. 

Since the last report the symptoms have 
been less favourable, although occasionally, 
for a short period, there was an apparent 
amendment. Mr. Callaway saw her on the 
3d, and believed, with Dr. Whiting and 
myself, that disease existed at the base of 
the brain. She has not moved the right erm 
since the Ist, and during the last four days 
bas had perfect immobility of all the muscles 
of the body, excepting those concerned 
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action of the muscles of the eye. She ap- | 
peared quite sensible a short time before | 
death, although she could not express her 
thoughts. It has been necessary to draw off 
the water since the 28th. Leeches have 
been occasionally applied to the temples; 
the tartar emet. ointment to the shaven 
scalp; the small doses of mercury were 
esutanst (the gums being very sore) ; pur- 
gative enemata were frequently administered, 
with occasional doses of croton oil, the 
bowels being very costive. 

She died May 7th, 11, P.™. | 
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Cast 8.—Feb. 3, 1838. Between the hours 
of three and four, a.m., I was called to Mr, 
C., carpenter, Walworth, aged 55, whom 
I found dead. There was a slight abrasion 
of the skin, nearly over the coronal suture, 
about twe ioches on the left side of the 
mesial line, and considerable tumefaction 
on the eyelids of the same side, with ecchy- 
mosis, as if from a blow with the fist. No 
other marks of violence were visible. The 
man was described to have beea brought 
home, a short time previous, in a state of 
intoxication, by a fellow-workman. He was 


| stated to have hada fall, but refused to have 


Autopsy. 


I examined the body 40 hours after death. 
Dr. Whiting and Mr. Beane were present. 

The external appearance of the body 
plump aod muscular, On removing the 
calvarium and dura mater, the vessels of the 
pia mater were seen very turgid ; the brain 
was then carefully inspected; the basilar 
artery was discovered much thickened bear 
its origin, with bony and atheromatous de- 
posit; on a minute examination it was 
Sound nearly impervious, to the extent of | of 
an inch, the aperture only large enough to 
admit a bristle; the coats of the carotids in 
the canal were also much studded with this 
deposit, as well as the cerebral arteries; the 
substance of the brain firm and healthy, till 
we came to the ieferior portion of the right 
middle lobe of the cerebrum, which, to the 
extent of a circle about two inches in dia- 
meter, was quite soft and pulpy; the left 
side healthy ; the lateral ventricles contained © 
a smal! quantity of bloody serum; the ves- 
sels of the tunica arachnoides injected; a 
small quantity of serum between the pia 
mater and this membrane ; all the thoracic 
and abdominal viscera perfectly healthy; 
no disease in the kidneys or biadder. 

Remarks.—From the variable character of 
the symptoms, we were induced to hope that 
amendments occasionally took place, but 
the morbid condition of the arteries shows 
that our patient was beyond the reach of 
medical aid This case appears to corre- 
spond with those reiated by Rostan; the 
ramolissement arising from want of nutri- 
tion. Itis impossible to say how long the 
ossitic and atheromatous matter had existed 
on the arteries; but 1 should think (judging 
from its quantity) for a considerable time. 
Is it probable that the deafness was produced 
by a deficient supply of bioed to the labyrinth, 
the artery going to this part being derived 
from the basilar’ lam not aware that any 
writer* upoo the pathology of the ear has 
alluded to this cause; but I think, considering 
the very frequest occurrence of arterial 
disease at the base of the brain, that it may 
not be an unfrequent one. 


any medical assistance, complaining only 
of pain and stiffness of the left shoulder, 
which he said would be all right in the 
morning. He spata little blood (probably 
from the nose,) and went to bed. About 
half an hour after this his wife found him 
dead. 


Necropsy, Sixty-seven Hours after Death, 


Mr. Webber present.—On detaching the 
scalp, a small quantity of blood was fouad 
to have been effused betweeo it and the 
calvarium, the situation of which corre- 
spooded with the abrasion of the skin, and 
en removing the calvarium a coagulum of 
blood (about Ziv) was discovered under- 
neath the same spot, between the dura mater 
aod the tunica arachnoides, the left hemi- 
sphere of the brain being much fattened by 
the pressure to which it had been subjected. 
This effusien had proceeded from the middle 
meningeal artery, which was found rap- 
tured immediately after its entrance into 
the cranium, through the speno- spinous fora- 
men, The vessels of the brain, generally, 
were much congested, particularly in that 
part of the right hemisphere which was con- 
tiguous to the seat of injury ; a small quan- 


| tity of Muid in the ventricles; the thoracic 


and abdominal viscera healthy ; the stomach 
contained a small portion of food in a state 
of partial digestion; a part of the mucous 
membrane reddened. 

Remarks.—I have mentioned this case, 
about which there is nothing remarkable, 
for the purpose of contrasting it with one 
of fatal epistaxis related by me at the 
London Medical Society (Lancer, Vol. xxxvi. 
page 27), in which the brain was found 
almost bloodless. In this case the vessels 
of the brain, both external and internal, 
were highly congested ; the ventricles con- 
tained more serum than n-tural, io addition 
to which at least Ziv of blood were effused. 
1 am ata loss to know how those who main- 
tain that the brain invariably contains the 
same quantity of blood, will explain the 
post-mortem appearances in the two cases. 
The late Dr. Kellie,* of Leigh, beliewed 


that “ we might possibly succeed by slow 





* Kramer, Pilcher, Saunders, and Cope-| 


land, do not mention it. | of 


* Vol. i. of * Medico-Chirargical Society 
Edinburgh.” 
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bleedings in draining the brain of a great)lump growing up from the bottom of the 
portion of its blood ;” but then he supposed | eye.” The eye, after this, partially en- 
that “ the sanguineous fluid must be replaced | larged, and it was a month before I saw it, 


by a corresponding quantity of serum ;” 
such, however, was not the case in this ia- 
stance. 





Case 9.—I am indebted to Mr. Darvill,| 
Walworth, for the history of the following | 
case, and also for being present at the post- | 
mortem examination :— 

Jane 29, 1838. I was requested to see! 
Mrs. G.’s daughter, Walworth, aged three | 
years, who, previous to my attendance, had 
had an attack of bronchitis, which she had 
been subject to before, and from which she 
had recovered, but was still in a weak | 


and then only in part, as the child screamed 
violently when it was touched, She then 
had an attack of pertussis, which greatly 
aggravated the pain in the head. A cup- 
ping glass was applied to the neck, and 
about Zvi of blood taken, with great relief, 
and free purgatives were administered ; she 
then took effervescing salines, with anti- 
mony and prussic acid, not being able to 
get her to take medicine in any ocher form. 
At this time the eye enlarged rapidly tll it 
had attained the size of a small waloat; 
the enlargement appeared to be principally 


at the upper and anterior part of the globe ; 


the lids were closed,and the upper one was 


state. 'swollen and red; but as the cough became 

Present Symptoms.—Pain in the head ; | less violent, and the pain in the head less 
increased temperature; intolerance of light, | severe, the swelling of the lid subsided, and 
and congested conjunctive ; pulse quick, | theo, on raising the lid, a tumour of a leaden 
tongue furred, and bowels costive. Six | colour was seen projecting above the cor- 
leeches were applied to the head, hair cut|nea, that membrane being opaque. The 
off, cold applications, &c.; a free purgative | child complained of pain in the eye, which 
was given, followed by two grains of calo-| was increased at intervals. From this time 
mel every four hours; bowels very freely | she gradually sunk, and was occasionally 
relieved ; stools very offensive, and of a| very drowsy. After this had continued a short 
blackish colour; pain and intolerance of | period, she was attacked with slight con- 
light greatly removed, and skin cooler; a| vulsions, of the ordinary character; these 
blister was applied to the nape of the neck; | continued a week, coming on at intervals, 
the mouth became affected ina day or two;| when the character of the convulsions 
the pain then entirely disappeared, and she changed, and was attended with tetanic 
seemed pretty well. I noticed the left eye, | rigidity; the limbs were perfectly stiff; there 
which I had seen before, but did not ex-| was a slight opisthotonos, and the head was 
amine it carefully, as the mother said the | drawn towards the leit shoulder. During 
medical gentleman had told her * it was a/ these fitsa considerable discharge oozed from 
cataract, and advised its removal ;” I pre-| under the upper lid, which the mother'de- 
sumed it wasso. About a month after, she | scribed as being like yellow and dirty stuff 
had a similar attack ; the same remedies | mixed. Ina few days the eye had nearly 
were employed, with the exception of a| resumed its natural size, without any ap- 
cupping glass to the nape of the neck in- | pearance of an opening,—then the lower 
stead of leeches. The blister became very | limbs became paralysed, and she laid in a 
irritable, and presented little sloughy points,! drowsy state, but still sensible, for if the 
but healed in about a week; the general | mother left the reom she cried out for her, 





_ was removed, but there remained a 
eavy fixed pxin on the top of the head, 
which, in a few days, became so acute as 
occasionally to cause the child to scream 
violently. Cold was constantly kept to the 
head, and the mouth was again slightly 
affected with mercury, but without at all 
benefiting the pain, and it produced slight 
muco-enteritis, which was soon relieved. 
I now examined the eye carefully, which I 
could not do before, and perceived the iris 
motionless, and the portion spoken of as cata- 
Fact, opaque, and projecting a little through 
the pupil, with little vessels running upon 
it. I then felt convinced it was fungoid 
disease, and that it extended to the brain. 
I questioned the mother, who stated her 
belief that “it had arisen from cold; and 
added, the first thing she noticed, was one 
evening, in the dark, looking at the child, 
she observed her eye shine like a cat's, and 





the next day she thought she saw a little 


and occasionally screamed, and complained 
of her head (the pain al! along was referred 
to the top of the head); she took ovthing 
but liquids, such as the arrow-root and 
milk, and the swallowing of this often pro- 
duced the tetanic fits. In these fits the 
paralysed parts appeared to be equally 


| affected with the other parts ; then the upper 


extremities became paralysed and speech 
was lost; she became insensible, aod sight 
appeared quite gone, aod a quantity of dirty 
mucus, with offensive odour, came from the 
mouth. 

Three days previous to her death she 
ceased to swallow, and two days before her 
lower jaw dropped, and remained so tilla 
few hours before dissolution, when it closed. 
She was reduced to the lowest degree of 
emacietion, and what was curious, the child 
was impressed from the first with the idea 
she should not live, and frequently expressed 
it, The intellectual faculties were not at 














TUMOUR OF THE BRAIN.—APOPLEXY. 


all impaired, The mother says she was 
always a very quick, intelligent child. 

Autopsy.—May 6, 1839. Little or no blood 
in the sinuses; vessels of the pia-mater 
gorged ; the brain of the natural consistence, 
and healthy in appearance ; the lateral ven- 
tricles dilated, and contained a small quan- 
tity of serum; projecting into the third 
ventricle was seen a tumour, which, on 
raising the anterior lobes, proved to be con- 
nected with the optic nerve, pressing on the 
crura cerebri, the left optic thalamus, and 
the anterior and upper part of the pons, part 
of which was absorbed ; it lay on the roof 
of the orbit, and on the basilar portion of 
the sphenoid bone; a central constriction 
divided it into two portions. On making a 
section of the eye and optic nerve, the 
humours had all disappeared, and their 
place was filled by a cheesy matter, which 
passed back into the sheath of the optic 
nerve to the tumour with which it was con- 
tinuous. The tumours were composed of a 
soft white cerebriform substance, surrounded 
by a thin vascular cyst. 

The circumference of the posterior is 4} 
inches, anterior 34 inches; length of both 
from the foramen opticum 34 inches. This 
measurement was taken after they had been 
seven months in spirits; when removed 
from the body they were larger. The skull 
was well formed, and all the sutures were 
closed. 

Remarks.—This case I consider in many 
points of view is one of great interest. In 
the first instance it differed little from the 
ordinary character of fungus hamatodes of 
the eye, with the exception, perhaps, of its 
slow progress externally ; this probably 
arose from the rapid increase of the tamour 
withia the cranium. The frequent headach, 
as well as the convulsions, indicated cere- 
bral disease, although there are many cases 
on record where those symptoms have been 
present with affection of the eye only. The 
morbid conditions furnish no positive evi- 
dence as to the part primarily affected, but 
I am disposed to think that the disease was 
first seated in the retina or optic nerve. 

I have consulted the following authors 
upon this subject, viz., Wardrop,* Law- 
rence, Travers, Welbank, Morgan, Scarpa, 
Mackenzie, Saunders, Middlemore, Warren, 
and Cooper, and find only four cases re- 
corded similar to the above. The one most 
resembling it is related by Wardrop (case 2, 
page 35); it occurred in an infant 27 months 
old, and on inspection after death, “ the 
optic nerve was seen to proceed through the 
optic foramen, and then was lost in a dis- 
eased mass of medullary matter as large as 
a hen’s egg.” 

I know not how to reconcile the peculiar 
shrewdness of this child with the patholo- 
gical appearances. I am aware that the 





* “ Oo Fungus Hematodes.” 
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phrenological explanation in these cases is, 
“that only one hemisphere is affected ; that 
the bones of the skull are yielding ; and in 
this case it may be said, that although the 
anterior and middle lobes of the left hemis- 
phere were less than natural, and altered as 
regards their position, yet they were not 
changed in structure.” This reasoning may 
be correct, but I think it requires more than 
an ordinary share of credulity to believe 
(if the various intellectual faculties have 
their seat in the anterior and middle lobes 
of the cerebrum), that such a mass of dis- 
ease could exist without in some measure 
deranging their functions, 





Cast 10.—The following refers toa patient 
of Mr. Beane, of Peckham, who at the time 
was absent from home. I saw the boy 
duriog life, with his assistant, Mr. Foster, 
who assisted me at the post-mortem exami- 
nation, and from whom I obtained the pre- 
vious history of the case. 

June 20, 1839. James W., aged 14, who 
had generally enjoyed good health, whilst 
carrying a heavy weight was seized witha 
giddiness, and fell in a state of insensibility, 
and remained so for ten minutes: on recover- 
ing he could recollect nothing that had hap- 
pened, but the previous giddiness. He kept 
at home, in consequence, as he said, of feel- 
ing a great weight io his head, accompanied 
with giddiness and extreme intolerance of 
light, being obliged to screen his eyes with 
his hands, This continued till the evening 
of July 7th, when getting into bed he fell 
down suddenly. He was immediately 
placed in a warm bed, being extremely cold, 
particularly the extremities, his pupils di- 
lated, breathing stertorous, with occasional 
moans, frequently scratching his head with 
his right hand (his left side I may add 
being paralysed), 


Treatment.—Mustard cataplasms to the 
soles of the feet; a large blister to the nape 
of the neck; endeavoured to administer 
two grains of calomel, but could not succeed. 

The following morning I found him 
in the same condition, but with considerable 
heat of skin; the blister had risen well; 
moaning less; haviog lost the power of ex- 
pelling his urine, and the bladder being 
distended, his water was drawn off. I may 
mention that in consequence of increased 
arterial action (the carotids pulsating vio- 
lently), 3xvi of blood were taken from the 
arm. The subsequent morning I found him 
in nearly the same state, pulse being about 
80, small and compressible; bladder dis- 
tended ; pupils immovable, do not contract 
upon the approach of a candle; the left eye 
natural, the right having a peculiar tremu- 
lous motion. His water was again drawa 
off; a turpentine enema was given, but 
withont producing any effect. He died on 
the 12th, at two o'clock. 
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Examination, Twenty Hours after Death. 

The external appearance of the body thin. 
On opening the calvarium the vessels on the 
dura mater were seen filled with dark- 
coloured blood, as were those on the surface 
of the brain: there was no fluid between 
the membranes. On slicing the upper part 
of the hemispheres several small bloody 
spots were observed ; the left ventricle con- 


taived about a teaspoonful of clotted blood, | J 


and the right a tablespoonful ; the septum 
lacidam was broken down near its middle ; 
in the right anterior lobe of the cerebrum 
was a cavity filled with blood, this comma. 
Bicated with the right ventricle ; the sides of 
this cavity were soft and pulpy. I removed 
the right anterior cerebral artery, aad oo 
tracing one of its branches into the sub- 
stance of the brain to the lower part of the 
cavity, I found two small t s ted 
with it—one white and about the size of a 
pea, and the other as large as a horse-bean, 
and of a dark colour; the first, on catting 
into it, | found composed of fibrinous layers, 
the latter contained a hard clot of blood. 
Remarks.—The above shows the import- 








ance of giving a guarded prognosis io all 
cases of injury of the brain. The bamor- | 
rhage appeared to arise from the bursting | 
of the smal! aneurysmal sac connected with 
the anterior cerebral artery ; this was pro-| 
bably formed at the time of the fall, ia con- | 
sequeace of some lesion of the coats of the 
vessel. I think it scarcely likely, consider- 
ing the boy's age, that arterial disease ex- 
isted prior to the concussion. The ramo- 
lissemeat was, I believe, inflammatory. Dr. 
Bright (Hospital Reports) has recorded two 


examples of this condition of artery (case | = 


88 and 125); the first bears some analogy to | 
the above. 


Case 11.—Jan. 3, 1840, I was requested 
to see Mr. H. at the Poor-house, Walworth, 
who was said to have been admitted the 
day before, in a state of insanity. He was 
sitting up in the bed; bad a dull, heavy ex- 
pression of countenance, and occasionally 

ve ulterance to incoherent expressions. 

learnt from the man in attendance that he 
had had two strong convulsive fits during 
the night, which lasted about eight or ten 





for which he was at various times blistered, 
cupped, leeched, and bled from the arm, 
Previous to that time he bad enjoyed tolera- 
ble health, Mrs. H. frequently observed a 
peculiarity of manner about him, and some 
of her friends said at times “he was not 
right in his head.” He, however, treated 
her kindly, and she says his spirits were 
never particularly depressed. About 34 
ears since, an ulcer on the right 
ankle, for the cure of which he tried various 
applications, without benefit. His landlord, 
15 months ago, told him that the hamoar 
must come out of his throat, and advised 
him to take plenty of mercury ; and he com- 
menaced (without consulting a medical mas) 
taking large quantities of calomel, fre- 
quently 40 grains iu the day ; his wife be- 
lieves that he took at least a pound during 
this period, and was once profusely sali- 
vated. For the last 18 months be has been 
so deaf that he could not bear the report of 
a pistol when Gred close to him. 

Five or six weeks since he became insane, 
and whilst sitting at the Gre wanted to roast 
his child; and made use of many expres- 
sions of an incoherent nature. On Wed- 
nesday, Jan. |, he had two coavulsive fits ; 
the convalsions were succeeded by rigidity 
of muscles, &c. The Gts lasted for about 


| tem minutes, and he slept for some time after 


both. He died saddenly, Jan. 4 (the day 
after I saw him), ia a convulsive fit. 


Inspection, Sixty-three Hours after Death. 


Present, Mr. Darrill.—External appear- 
ance of the body plump and rather muscular ; 
there is an ulcerated surface on the right 
Head.—The calvariam exceedingly thick 
and heavy ; the membranes on the surface 
of the brain healthy, the veins preternatu- 
rally distended with bieod ; the brain very 
large and firm. On sliciog the upper part 
of the cerebral lobes, numerous bloody spots 
were visible ; the lateral ventricles contained 
about 10 oz. of serum ; the cornua were 
large, and had the appearance of having been 
distended with fuid ; the plexus choroides 
in both ventricles very pale; nothing ab- 
normal was observed in the left ventricle, 
but on cutting into the right the thalamus 
and corpus striatum were seen of a dark 


minutes, and appeared from his description | yellow colour, and had a gelatinous pulpy 
to be of an epileptic character: pulse about | appearance, the tenia semicircularis being 
80, and rather feeble; pupils sluggish, but | destroyed ; the brain at this part was quite 





not dilated ; bowels not relieved since his 
admission. I ordered cathartic medicines, 
&e., and requested that the wife might be 
sent for on the following morning, from 
whom I learnt the undermentioned parti- 
culars. 

He is 40 years of age, and by trade a bon- 
net-presser,of temperate habits; bas been 
twice married—to his present «wife seven 
years. For the last twelve years he has 
complained frequently of pain in his head, 





| pulpy, and on cutting into the corpus stria- 
tum, there was a hard tamour the size of a 
walnut in its interior, the surrounding sab- 
stance being in a state of ramolissement to the 
extent of half an inch, except at the lower 
part, where there was but little softening; 
the anterior portion of the thalamus was 
also pulpy. The tumour when divided was 
of a dirty white colour, its consistence hard, 
and alp ost scirrhas-like; small vessels were 
seen ramifying on its exterior. 
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TREATMENT OF SYPHILIS. 


Thorax.—Firm old adbesions of the pleu- 
re; langs healthy; the appearance of the 
heart normal, with the exception of a little 

deposit in one of the semilunar valves. 
bdomen, — Severai preternatural adbe- 
sions of the peritoneum ; the mucous mem- 
brane of the stomach rather soft, with three 
or four ‘“— Y- spots at the cardiac 
extremity. ¢ liver was rather darker 
than usual, but its structure natural, as well 
as its size ; the kidneys, with the remaining 
viscera, were healthy. 

Remarks.— The foregoing case presents 
many poiots of interest. The tumour in the 
corpus striatum, I imagine, had existed for 
some years, and, notwithstanding, the man 
had no loss of motive power; although 
M. Fovilie and others contend that disease 
of this part of the brain affects the movements 
of the lower extremities. The pathological 
conditions do not explain the loss of hearing, 
the io mollis vot arising from this portion 
of brain. The very small quantity of 
serum in the ventricles is also remarkable, 
although from the enlarged state of the 
coraua, and the pallid appearance of the 
plexus choroides, Poelieve it had been pre- 
seat toa great extent. The normal condition 
of the abdominal viscera, considering the 
quantity of calomel taken, is another matter 
not unworthy of notice. The mucous lining 
of the stomach was soft and rather ecchy- 
mosed, but this appearance is often pseudo- 
morbid, especially when the body is exa- 
mined a long time after death. 





General Observations. —The above-men- 
tioned cases, though few in number, are 
sufficient to show the imperfect state of our 
knowledge with regard to the physiology 
and pathology of the braio. It will be 
observed, that in the three instances of 
ramolissement, no mescular contractions 
were present, and lesions of motion and 
intelligence were not observed till a late 
period, although I apprehend that softening 
had existed for a considerable time. It is 
also remarkable that in cases 4, 11, and 12, 
the loss of sight, speech, and hearing is not 
eXplained by the post-mortem appearances. 

On perusing the works of various authors 
om the pathology of the brain, we find very 
opposite symptoms produced seemingly by 
the same morbid conditions. Ino some cases 
a small clot of blood will induce a fatal 
attack of apoplexy ; io others large extrava- 
sations take place, and the symptoms are 
comparatively slight. Ramolissements occur 
to a large extent without affecting the motive 
or sensitive powers, whilst inmany instances 
& very small softening will impair both ; 
extensive strectural changes are found where 
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the symptoms have not indicated lesion of 
the brain ; and on the other hand, the patient 
may appear to labour under organic disease, 
when the brain is in a normal state. Bat 
notwithstanding these apparent contradic- 
tions, and the difficulty of drawing correct 
inferences from the evidence we at present 
possess, I think, considering the progress 
that has been made in the pathological as 
well as the physiological knowledge of the 
brain and nervous system during the last 
thirty years, it is not anticipating too much 
to expect that ere long we shall be enabled 
to arrive at something like definite conclu- 
sions, The microscopical discoveries of 
Ehrenberg and other German anatomists 
will, L believe, tend much to enlighten this 
difficult subject, and, as Muller observes, 
“ will have more influence on the future 
than the present state of the physiology of 
the nerves.” 





A PRACTICAL ESSAY 
ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF 
MERCURY IN SYPHILIS. 
By Wittam Acton, Externe at the Female 
Venerecal Hospital, Paris. 
(Read before the Parisian Medical Society.) 





Berore entering on any inquiry into the 
employment of mercury as a remedial agent 
in syphilis, I shall offer a few remarks oa 
the effects of this mineral on the economy. 

Few persons can be for any leogth of time 
subjected to the action of mercury in its 
various forms and preparations without 
giving evidence of its infucore ; and although 
individual preparations have a greater or 
less tendency to produce peculiar symptoms, 
I shall here not stop to speak of them, but 
refer only to those effects which belong to 
the mineral in common; and these will be 





tound to be of practical import for the 
surgeon, 

Soon after the introduction, then, of mer- 
cury into the system—and the time will 
depead upon the constitution, age, sex, tem- 
| perature of the air, &c.—a visitle effect will 
be observed on the mucous membrane of the 
mouth and gums. Slight redness and pudf- 
ing are seen on the free border of the gums, 
which gradually extend to the other parts of 
‘the mouth, attended with an unpleascat 
| metallic taste, particularly in the morning; 
the saliva becomes secreted in greater quan- 
tity than usual, and is altered in quality, 
| presenting a ropy consistence ; aod (he breath 
has a peculiarly offeasive odour. Shoald 
the mercury be now left off, these symptoms 
gradually diminish, and the mowth recovers 
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its normal state ; if, however, the patient is 
still exposed to the influence of the mineral, 
the tongue, which has previously been 
covered with a creamy secretion, now swells, 
protrudes, grows parched, of a dark colour, 
and cracks on its surface; the lining mem- 
brane of the cheeks and lips becomes 
covered with white spots or patches, which 
coalesce, and ulcerations follow, particu- 
larly on those swollen parts pressed upon 
by the teeth; the bones may in consequence 
become exposed; exfoliation and caries 
follow, and the patient presents the most 
lamentable spectacle. 

This affection of the mouth, however, 
may not exist alone, but may be accompa- 
nied by colic, which increases in inten- 
sity ; or diarrbcea may set in, resisting all 
the ordinary means of cure, and is often 
attended with ulcerations and excoriations 
about the anus. The preceding symptoms 
give rise to a state of weakness and maras- 
mus which still farther reduce the patient, 
The circulation from the commencement is 
affected ; at first the pulse is full and hard; 
it then falls,and becomes wiry; frequent 
palpitations follow, and syncope often oc- 
curs. The capillary circulation often gives 
evident marks of the action of mercury; 
soon after its administration the surface of the 
skin is of a florid red colour, or mottled, and 
accompanied with a most severe itching and 
burning sensation, thus causing an ery-/| 
thema; or vesicles may form on it, a disease | 
which is recognised by the term eczema mer- 
curiale, 





On the contrary, the skin may assume a 
very pale appearance; the surface of the! 
body, particularly the lower extremities, | 
may become cedematous, and purple patches | 
may appear, from the size of a pin’s head to! 
that of the palm of the band; these may 
ulcerate, and give rise to one of the most 
severe forms of bleeding and scorbutic| 
ulcers; the edges may be livid; no granu- 
lations may be present ; or they may assume 
a sloughy, fabby appearance, and hemor- 
rhage follow on the slightest cause. 

From the very commencement, the effect 
of mercury may be evident on the nervous 
system, betrayed by sleeplessness, pain in| 
the head, gids diness, tremors of the limbs, or 
partial or complete paralysis. Such I believe | 
to be a brief description of the effects of 
mercury on the human frame, which often | 
sinks under the disease, death following 
either by pure exhaustion, by prolonged | 
syncope, or some acute inflammation, which | 
the system is unable to support, and with 
which the surgeon cannot combat, in con- 
sequence of the condition of the patient. | 

No one can go further than myself in| 
admitting the injurious consequences of | 
mercury. I have attempted to describe after 
Nature a picture of the simple, and the most 
severe case. Perhaps it may be objected to 
me, that I allow that (the so-called) secon- 





dary symptoms are the effect of mercury ; let 
no one, however, misinterpret my opinions. 
I believe that mercury, or scurvy, may have 
a general action on the economy, and so alter 
the fluids, and particularly the blood, that 
it is not any longer possible to say if the 
affection under which a patient suffers is 
the effect of one or other of these causes: 
such cases must have come under the care of 
every surgeon, but the mercury may prodace 
ulcerations of the mouth and throat, exos- 
tosis, caries, pains in the bones, purple 
patches on the skin, ulcerations of a very 
intractable nature, yet it wil! not prodace 
the lenticular eruption nor the mucous tuber- 
cle—symptoms, I believe, peculiar to syphi- 
lis; and although, in the cases I have 
cited above, mercury may produce exactly 
the same symptoms as scurvy and syphilis, 
still there are stages at which it may be 
distinguished, but in proportion as the 
disease is seen at a period removed from its 
commencement, so will it be difficult to 
diagnosticate it, and it can only be by a 
happy guess, or by a diagnosis more or less 
probable, that a surgeon can give ao opinion 
upon a disease, whether it be the result of 
the tertiary symptoms of syphilis, whether 
the consequence of mercury, or whether 
scurvy was not the source of it; or lastly, 
whether the affection does not partake of 


| the three, grafted on an unhealthy and scro- 


fulous constitution, Even at the present 
day, persons are found who state that 
secondary symptoms are caused by mercury 
alone. How such an opinion can be enter- 
tained, in the face of so much evidence to 
show that persons labouring under secondary 
symptoms have never taken mercury, I am 
ata loss to decide; and, on the other hand, 
Iam equally unable to believe that these 
| gentlemen have ever seen all the secondary 
symptoms (viz., the lenticular eruption and 
the mucous tubercle,) follow a case in which 
mercury had been given, aod in which sy- 
philis had not preceded. In respect to the 
other symptoms, I am ready to admit that 
they are to be met with not only after the use 
of mercury, but after other causes which 
have depraved and altered the constitution, 

Although syphilis is a specific disease, 
as I attempted to prove in a late paper,® 
still, as I have jast now wished to show, its 
specificity ceases to be evident in proportion 
to the length of time it bas remained in, and 
undermined the constitution, until it is nearly 
impossible to say if in the last stages it has 
anything peculiar. This being the case, it 
may not be uninteresting to discuss the fol- 
lowing question : 

To cure the specific disease syphilis, is a 
specific treatment necessary ; aod if neces- 
sary, are we acquainted wiih such a remedy? 

Notwithstanding the incursions of homee- 
euneatd into the practice of some few men, 





* See , Lancer, November 10, 1839. 











TREATMENT OF SYPHILIS. 


still a very smal] number of enlightened 
surgeons ever seek or have discovered a 
specific treatment io disease ; except in one 
or two more or less probable exceptions, 
diseases of a specific nature are no longer 
treated by specifics. As science advances 
empiricism becomes more and more rare ; 
and I shall now attempt to show that the 
syphilis is a specific disease. Still, in its 
treatment, the idea of specifics should he 
almost lost sight of, and its treatment 
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moreover, firmly believe that the notion that 
mercurial preparations are so many specifics 
for syphilis, is the reason that this valuable 
remedy has fallen into disrepute; and I 
shall, consequently, attempt to show the good 
effects which result from its employment in 
syphilis, and successively describe the stages 
in which it may be given, the modes of 
exhibition, and the reasons which should 
guide us in the selection; the efficacity of 
the various preparations, their doses, the 





should be guided by the priaciples and | quantity of the mineral necessary, the indi- 
indications which are common to other| cations for leaving off, for increasing, or 
diseases. | diesiatehiag, the preparations ; and, lastly, 
So numerous have been the cases of syphi- | precautions to be observed during a course 
lis during the last few years, which have | of mercury ; the abuses of it, and the means 
been recorded by anthors of undoubted | of cure. 
veracity, as treated successfully by the most| If, as I have above stated, mercury is not 
simple means, unaided by any supposed | necessary in the treatment of every case of 
—_ remedy, that surgeons have been | syphilis, and althoughits employ meat is often 
iged to admit that a specific remedy was | injudicious and pushed too far, it may cause 
not necessary in the treatment of the disease ; | the train of symptoms described in the early 
but, observe these doctrinaires, if the treat- } part of this paper, still, many observers, and 
ment is not specific, a train of consequences, | those who, from their position in the pro- 
commonly called secondary symptoms, will | fession, are best able to judge, agree that 
follow. Time and observation bave, bhow- | they meet with cases which resist the ordi- 
ever, disproved these assertions, and shown | nary means employed, or linger on, getting 
the proportion of secondary symptoms which | better and then worse, under simple treat- 
follow to be small, and the symptoms them- | ment, and which improve rapidly when a 
selves trivial, although no specific treatment | judicious employment of mercury is had 
has been had recourse to. If, then, surgeons | recourse to. That this is now allowed, I 
of the present day are, generally speaking, think few will, in the present day, deny; 
convinced that the disease can be cured | but I believe that practitioners will not so 
withvut having recourse toa specific remedy, | readily admit, or be agreed upon the cases 





there are still a great number who believe 
that we possess one of the greatest import- 
ance: this is mercury in its various prepa- 
rations. If the cases which have been! 
given by authors be carefully examined, it 
will be often found that a cure has been 
effected long before the results (considered 
by them as necessary to indicate the action 
of the mineral) have been obtained ; this 
may lead some, who think like me, to sup- 
pose that the disease is cured ir spite of, 
aod without the use of, mercury. Io many 
cases mercury, an heroic remedy, has 
caused so much constitutional and local 
disturbance that it has been omitted, and, 
nevertheless, the cure has been rapid end 
permanent; here, again, many persons are 
led to doubt the specificity of the subtance. 
Not unfrequently we hear of cases of syphi- 
lis which have proceeded badly under the 
use of mercury ; yet such is the conviction in 
the minds of some surgeons of the advantage 
of the preparation, that they have persisted 
in it, or only changed it for another form, 
or have iocreased the dose, notwithstanding 
syphilis has resisted the said specific, and, 
instead of being cured, has more deeply 
intrenched itself in the system. 

From the preceding, as well as many 
other reasons, several surgeons of the present 
day disbelieve that mercury is a specific 
remedy, in the strict sense of the word, for 





syphilis; and I am among the number. I, | 
° 


in which it is called for, 


Having witnessed (I may say without 


) exaggeration) some hundreds of cases of 


simple chancre, treated without mereury, 
heal kindly and rapidly, and although I 
have watched a great number of these pa- 
tients through several years, no constita- 


| tional disturbance or secondary symptoms 


have occurred in the majority of cases ; 
moreover, statistics prove this point beyond 
adoubt. In the few cases in which secondary 
symptoms follow it will be found that they 
succeed exposure to cold or bad food, that 
when they appear they are of trivial import- 
ance, yield readily to treatment, and the 
patient is not subject to relapses. If this 
be allowed (and those who treat syphilis, 
or have seen primary symptoms cured with- 
out mercury, must agree that it is a true 
pictare), it will follow as a consequence 
that, generally speaking, primary sores do 
not require mercury, and, consequently, that 
it is at least superfluous to employ it, 

It is no less certain that phagedwenic and 
gangrenous primary sores are not only not 
benefited by mercury, but become aggra- 
vated by ils use; on the contrary, if treated 
on ordinary surgical principles, and if no 
account is made of the specific virus, these 
sores will rapidly get well, and no secondary 
symptoms will follow, or only in a feeble 
proportion, and they will rapidly yield, as 
in the preceding form. I gone just stated 
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that, though by no means a partisan of the causing the of recent secoad- 
indiscriminate use of mercury, still that ary symptoms, in protecting the consti- 
sores exist, which, though they heal tution against relapses ; not, however, that I 
without mercury, yet get well much more believe its action is specific, in the sensethat 
rapidly if some of the preparations are used, termis usually employed, for every accurate 
Observation shows that these cases princi- observer of the — day must admit that 
pally consist of sores which are indurated, relapses will occur, in spite of prolonged and 
or of such cases as, during or after cicatrisa- well-directed courses of mercury 
tion, become semi-cartilaginous, preventing! In the last paragraph I stated ‘that expe- 
complete cicatrisation, or causing it to be rience demonstrated the beneficial effects of 
rent asunder on the slightest cause ; these mercury in cases of recent syphilitic affec- 
cases are those which are followed almost tions, consequeotly it is not surprising that 
invariably, in from six weeks to two mouths, mercury bas been found of much less use in 
symptoms of the most formi-| what M. Ricord calls tertiary symptoms of 
dable kind, and al! their sequele. syphilis. By this term he means these con- 
Tt is not the present age which has dis- | stitutional ulcerations which follow various 
covered that mercury is beneficial ia these eruptions, particularly of the threat, pains 
cases. Hunter, to whose labours in the in the bones, necrosis, exfoliation, and ca- 
fleld we are now cultivating we are so much ries of the bones ef the nose and palate, Too 
indebted, was fully aware of this, and he often have I beea a witness of the ill effects 
went even almost so faras to confine chancre of mercury under these circumstances ; and 
te this form ; and although he has been con- although I believe that it may be used 
demned for using mercury by those who! advantageously in some cases, still I think 
misinterpreted his doctrine and mistook his| that its employment should, generally 
views, without restricting themselves to his | speaking, be laid aside, and the surgeon 
treatment, stil! they now find that they must | should have recourre tothe other therapeutic 
return and employ mercury in the cases he agents which the paarmacoperia furnishes, 
recommended, namely, inindurated chancre ; or mereury should be combised with them 
and the eacomiums he passed upon this in such proportions as the indications of the 
mineral are as just in the year 1840 as they case, and not of syphilis, require. Nograver 
were in the middle of the last ceatury, when error can be committed at this stage of the 
Hunter wrote his admirable treatise on the | disease than to suppose that mercury is a 
Venereal Disease. It is, then, io primary specific; given in these stages as such, it 
chancres, accompanied with induration, that will produce the very worst results, and 
mercury may be advantageously used in the | this has been the cause why the effects of 
first stages of syphilis. | this valuable remedy have been confounded 
In a former paper I stated that syphilitic with those of syphilis. 
bubos were frequently chaneres occurring When the surgeon has decided that mer- 
in the course of the lymphatic vessels or cury should be employed in any of the above 
glands, consequently the same principles stages, a second and no less important pre- 
may lead the surgeon to employ mercury in paratory step should be taken; this is to 
bubo as in chancre; I shall not, conse- | remove, as far as possible, all complications. 
quently, return to this subject. It is not here my intention to pass them in 
Experience proves that secondary symp- review, or to speak of the accessory means 
toms will disappear without recourse being of treatment; want of space obliges me to 
had to mercury; this is more especially | confine myself to the administration of mer- 
true of those forms of erethema mercuriale, cury; and yet this mineral often has failed 
slight eruption of the mouth and throat, to produce its good effects, from a non- 
which follow exposure to cold. After the observance of the other collateral means, 
simple treatment of sores unattended with based on a sound view of the case; it must 
induration, a simple aperient plan of treat- | suffice, however, that I call the attention of 
ment, combined with a light, nutritious young surgeons to the subject. 
diet and the use of the warm bath, will, in When mercury is indicated, let not the 
Many cases, even alleviate or remove tem- practitioner be prevented from employing it 
porarily the secondary forms of syphilis, the | in consequence of the season of the year, 
sequele of an indurated chancre. But it is the constitution of the patient, or the age of 
no less true that this mild treatment may be the individual (be he advanced in age or 
employed unsuccessfully, or only tend to still at the breast); pregnancy, it should be 
relieve those symptoms which are inde- borne in mind, is not a counter-indication to 
pendent of syphilis, and the affection will its use; these are circumstances which may 
resist, or, if apparently cured, break out cause modification in the dose and prepara- 
agair. tion, but do not prevent its employment. 
The consideration of the above circum- If the use of mercury is called for, let 
stances induces me to recommend the use of it be employed to effect the purpose, we 
mercury in the treatment of secondary symp- have in view, namely, to cause the disap- 
toms, not that I consider it absolutely neces-' pearance of the local or constitutional affec- 


sary, but often of the greatest advantage in| tion. I have, in France, been witness to a 
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treatment which has often been condemned | tion should be made in the direction of the 
by M. Ricord, viz., the admisistration of| pain, and not against it: this simple recom- 
small quanctities of mercury. “ The remedy,” | mendation will often prevent an eczema 
says that gentleman, “ is either beneficial or | piiosum. On the alternate day a tepid bath 
inyurious.”’ If the former, let it be employed | should be taken, to remove the grease whieh 
$0 as to affect the system; if the latter, let| may become rancid. The bath has the fur- 
it not be given at all. It is not one of those | ther effect of hastening absorption. 
oo. be given to suit the caprices| The greatest, and it is often a serious 
ee comngperity he objects to| objection to the use of the remedy, is its 
some authors of reputa-| dirtiness, particularly in young men whe 
ikea aro meng a order to protect the! live with their families. Stans, however, 
constitation, just as if 10 grains of calomel | seen frictions of such service, that | strongly 
or a 3) of blue ointment would effect this! recommend their employment. Placing the 
pespene. oiatment on blistered surfaces is 
ury has beea employed externally or | means which is very advantageous ip vari 
internally ; and this division I adopt, inas-| ous cases, particularly in bubos and ia 
much as it will enable me to deseribe suc- | «xostosis; there is, however, no use in em- 
cessively the varieus meass by which the | ploying the ointment during the suppuratery 
mineral has been introduced inte the system. | period of the blistered surface, as 
and say a few words op the advantages or|tion does not occur then. Persons, bow 
objections to, as well as the cases in which | ever often object to the use of blisters; and 
one method or one preparation is preferable we must have recourse to some other means. 
to another. I shall, however, only speak of! In cases mentioned in the last peregraph, 
such methods and preparations as have | as well as io obstinate ulcers or eruptions 
fallen under my notice, for in this article bon various points of the body, I have seem 
profess to treat the subject clinically. very good effects resulting from the applica 

When it is the surge»n’s object to act! tion of mereurial plaster, which is called, 
rapidly on the system, when he thiaks that | Emplastram vigo cam mercurie. 

a local effect may be beneficial, as in veri-| Culomel and corrosive sublimate in various 
ous glandular swellings, in seme forms of | proportions, in ointments, are usefal in the 
eruption, ia irritable sores, or when the | local treatment of primary indurated sores; 
digestive organs are very liable te be dis-| the former, however, is to be preferred: the 
ordered, or when given internally without | latter, in the proportion of half an ounce, 
effect, the best results will follow the em-| may be employed with advantage in ebronie 
ployment of mercury externally. It must,| skin affections in baths, but never when 
hewever, on the other hand, be borne in| ulcerations are present, as the effects may be 
mind, that mercary thus introduced iato the very serious. The quantity of the prepara- 
system is very lable to produce salivation. tion may be increased to two or three ounces, 
Of course in any predisposition to skin dis- | | and the baths repeated twice a week. 
eases, or any state io which that organs is| The internal use of mere ury has been 
very irritable, the external use of mercury | much, and, I think, deservedly vaunted, It 
should be avoided. If, during the employ-| is very advantageous in those cases where 
ment of mercury, fever, acute eruptions on | there is no intestinal disturbance ; in all its 
the skin, or salivation occur, the prepara-| forms, however, the same benefits are not 
tion must for the time be left off, for daily | found: thus calomel too frequently purges, 
observation leads the most experieaced men |) when given in sufficient quantities to produce 
in the present day, such as Cullerier and | an effect, and when combined with opiam it 
Ricord, to consider that such are uafavour- very speedily salivates. These are valid 
able symptoms, and call for the omission of | objections to its use. I have seen corrosive 





mercury. | sublimate employed on a large scale, and in 

In the category of external preparations | a variety of primary and secondary affections; 
of mercury, frictions stand foremost. For but I have yet to see a case which has been 
this purpose mercury is rubbed down with | improved by it. In almost all cases, with- 
lard intv an ointment, well known as out « xception, patients have been obliged to 
blue or mercerial ointment. A drachm of | discontiaue its use, on accownt of colic and 
it should be rubbed in before the fire every | abdomina! pain ; but I must candidly allow 
other night, on the calf of the leg, then on | that the objects I have in view have been so 
the thigh, changing the limb to prevent the | perfectly fulfilled by the preparation I am 
unpleasant irritation which occasionally fol-| about to describe, that perbaps I have been 
lows. Should frictions on the same part! prejudiced against others,—even the blue 


be too frequently repeated, the ointment) pill, which proved itself so good a prepara- 
should be rabbed in by means of the palm | tion at een Hospital, in the hands 
of the hand, and to prevent dirting it a glove | of Mr. Vincent and Mr. Laureace, when I at- 
may be made, by turning a moistened blad- tended the practice of those surgeons, 

der inside out. The patient should be! The protoioduret of mercury is a prepara- 
informed that gold rings will become dis- | tion first introduced into use by Mr. Biett, 
coloured by the mineral, and that the fric-| at St. Louis, and which has been so largely 
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employed by M. Ricord, Its advantages 
over other mercurial preparations may be 
resumed thus: it seldom produces colic or 
pergiog; rarely does salivation follow its 
administration ; it seems to produce all the 
good effects of mercurial preparations, and 
combines those of iodine ; and as syphilis in 
its worse form occurs usually in scrofulous 
constitutions, mercury combined with iodine 
appears to be peculiarly efficacious. It is 
given in the form of pills, in doses of J, of a 
grain upto 8 grains, according to the age, 
temperament, severity of the disease, &c. ; 
and in commencing its use, a pill may be 
given at night, aod iocreased in quantity 
every five or six days, or the dose may be 
repeated morning and evening, but at least 
five hours after taking food. 

In the preceding pages I have described 
the preparations which I have seen followed 
by the happiest results ; and I have spoken | 
of the doses. Buta oo less important point | 
is to decide upon the quantity of mercury 
requisite. No two authors are agreed upon 
this. M. Ricord lays down the following 





to catarrh, and sore throat, on getting wet, 
but has only once before suffered much on 
such occasions, 

On the 20th December last he was ex- 
posed to cold, and got his feet wet; the 
next day, instead of suffering from sore 
throat as usual, he observed his face, hands, 
and legs, to be swollen. He had, at the 
same time, a little cough, attended with 
slight expectoration, aod felt altogether an- 
well. For several days, however, he con- 
tinued to work, and applied to me on the 
30th December, when the following was his 
condition :— 

His countenance, which was slightly 
bloated, had a leucophlegmatic aspect; 
there was slight edematous swelling of the 
hands, and more of the feet and legs, par- 
ticularly towards evening, he being, at this 
time, able to sit up duriog the greater part 
of the day; the abdomen was swollen and 
tense, but not the least tender on pressure ; 
skin scarcely hotter than natural; tongue 
coated and slightly furred; pulse full aod 
tolerably firm, but oot hard, and beating 


rule: as long as the case is going on well,| under 80 in the mioute ; he could lie on his 
continue the dose; should the disease re-| back without inconvenience, but complained 
main stationary, increase the quantity of the | of oppression of his breathing, and of some 
preparation; as the disease disappears, so| pain in the infero-posterior part of the left 
may the quantity of mercury be diminished; hypochondrium ; on sitting up, he bad some 
but he recommends that it be not left off headach and a little cough, attended with 
immediately, for fear of the affection return-| mucous expectoration; slight mucous rhon- 
ing ; bat the exact dose or entire quantity | chas could be heard between the scapula, 
can never be specified: this must depend) but the chest sounded well on percussion; 
upon the discretion and tact of the surgeon, | scarcely any urine had been passed during 
based on his previous knowledge, and on the | the last 24 hours; the bowels were opea 
consideration of the system he has to act} from medicine previously taken; there was 
upon ; for in the present day no man will/ nothing unnatural io the sounds or impulse 
assert that 25 grains of corrosive sublimate| of the heart. 
is sufficient to cure a chancre, or that three | To be bled from the arm to 20 ounces, and 
ounces of blue ointment is the necessary | to have ten grains of Dover's powder and 
quantity to cause the resolution of a bubo,/ two of calomel at bed-time. Half an ounce 
and free the system from the chances of| of castor oil to-morrow morning, aod the 
secondary symptoms: the quantity neces- | following mixture :— 
sary I must leave to my hearers’ judicious Solut. of acetate of ammonia, 1 oz. ; 
discrimination. Spirit of nitrous eather, 3 drachms ; 
Tinct, of digitalis, 20 drops ; 
Water, 6)oz. 1 oz. every third hour. 
CASE OF ACUTE DROPSY, 
| He was ordered to remain in bed, to wear 
WITH REMAPKs, | flannel next the skia, aod take nothing but 
. ; } a 7 simple diluents, 
Baad Sefore = sesang Society of Londen, | The following day he expressed himself 
ebruary, 1840, as being relieved; had slept well during 
| the night, and his headach and the oppres- 
ps of the breathing, on sitting up, were 
| less complained of; the boweis had been 
freely acted on, but very little urine had 
J. Gites, a sober, steady man, aged 46,a been passed, and the dropsical symptoms 
turner ; twelve years ago had an illness that|/ remained as before; the bleeding he had 
confined him to the house for four mooths;| borne well, and the blood was slightly 
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it was attended by anasarca and ascites. He 
lost a daughter, 17 years of age, from dropsy, 
he says; but of what character could not 
be ascertained, except that she had never 
had rheumatism, nor suffered from cardiac 
symptoms. Giles himself has been subject 


buffed; the crassamentum, which bore 
a fair proportion to the serum, being tole- 
rably firm ; the pulse had lost its fuloesq; 
the few ounces of urine that had been 
passed were of a pale straw colour, and, 
when cool, of the consistence of white of egg. 
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CASE OF ACUTE DROPSY. 


Jan, 1. No improvement in the more im- 
t symptoms, though he expressed 
imself as feeling more comfortable; still 
complained, when sitting up, of pain in the 
left side ; but on the most careful examina- 
tion of the part no tenderness could be de- 
tected, nor was there any more evidence than 
at first of thoracic disease ; the cough was 
very trifling, and the slight mucous rhon- 
chus almost gone; the respiratory murmur 
is not, however, heard quite so low down, 
posteriorly, as it perhaps should be, and 
there is some indistinct dulness over the 
extreme infero-posterior part of the thorax, 
on each side. 

To be cupped on the lumbar region to 
ten ounces. A little tincture of squills was 
added to the original mixture, and he con- 
tinued the Dover's powder and calomel at 
bight. 

3. He was passing scarcely any urine, 
and the abdomen was more tender, but 
the hands and feet were less swollen; 
there was more oppression of the breathing 
on sitting up; the pulse was again full and 
firm, but did not beat more than 80 in the 
minute, and as the dropsical symptoms were 
increasing rather than diminishing, he was 
ordered to be bled in the erect posture to ap- 
proaching deliquium, and lost above Zxx of 
blood, without, however, being at ali faint. 
The mixture was continued, and a pill or- 
dered to be taken every night, consisting of 
a grain each of calomel, squills, and digi- 
talis, and a dose of castor oil in the morning. 

4. All the symptoms signally re- 
lieved ; had passed above a pint and a half 
of clear, straw-coloured urine, which, on 
cooling, bad a semi-gelatinous appearance. 
Its specific gravity was 1.011, and an abun- 
dant white curdy coagulum was thrown 
down on the application of heat. He ex- 
pressed himself as being very materially 
relieved, and breathed comfortably; the 

ulse had lost its fulness and firmness, and 

ad risen 8 or 10 beats in the minute; the 
crassamentom of the blood drawn was free 
from buff, of uniform colour and consistence, 
and tolerabiy firm, floating in a turbid, 
milky serum, which was abundant in quan- 
— of a dirty, yellowish celour. 

rom this period till the 9th of January 
he continued to go on well; the dropsical 
effusion diminishing daily, a pint and a 
half, sometimes above a quart, of urine 
being passed in the 24 hours; the specific 
gravity of the urine continued low, and it 
coagulated abundantly on the application of 
heat, and, though of a light colour, was no 
longer clear, there being a good deal of 
flocculent matter floating in it, aod it had 
still a disposition to assume a gelatinous 
appearance on cooling. As he still com- 
plained of uneasiness at the infero-posterior 
part of the left hypochondrium, extending 
somewhat towards the right side, a blister 
was applied across the upper part of the 





877 


loins ; the other remedies were continued, 
aod he still was kept on a strictly antiphio- 
gistic diet. 

11. The urine, which was abundant ia 
quantity, was of a dirty, dark-brown colour, 
and still coagulable by heat ; the uneasiness 
of the side mach relieved; the anasarca of 
the hands and feet quite gone, and the abdo- 
men soft, and reduced almost to its natural 
size; the pulse soft, and beating not more 
than 60 in the minute; the urine, which is 
still passed in abundance, has lost its dark, 
dirty appearance, and is aguin of a pale 
straw colour, and perfectly clear; specific 
gravity 1.018, and but slightly coagulable 
by heat. 

On the 16th the digitalis was omitted, and 
he took tev grains of nitrate of potash three 
times a-day, in conjunction with a little sp. 
wth. nitr. and tincture of squills, The 
bowels were regulated by castor oil. 

On the 18th he complained of headach, 
pain of the stomach, faintsess, and much 
depression. The hands and face were 
covered with a cold perspiration, and he 
felt generally very unwell. These symp- 
toms being attributed to the nitre, it was 
omitted, and he took occasionally a little 
sulphuric ether and compound spirit of am- 
monia in peppermint water. 

On the 20th he had recovered from the 
above symptoms, with the exception of some 
tendency to faint on sitting up, and to per- 
spiration of the hands and face. He was 
allowed a little broth and fish, besides bis 
farinaceous food, and took infusion of 
quassia with carbonate of soda three times 
a-day. 

For ten days from the last date he went 
on well, passing at least a full quart of 
urine in the 24 hours, of a light colour, and 
perfectly transparent. His tongue was 
clean and appetite good, and his abdomen 
had regained its natural size. 

On the 30th there was again some slight 
anasarca of the inferior extremities, and he 
passed less urine; the pulse was also a 
little quickened, and the skin rather hot, 
Supposing that the alteration of dietand the 
mild tonic had been resorted to too soon, 
he omitted the infusion of quassia, and re- 
turned to small doses of digitalis and nitrous 
wther during the day, and took a pill of 
squills and digitalis at night. 

From this time he again went on well, re- 
gained strength, and had no return of any 
dropsical effusion. The urine did not pre- 
sent any tendency to coagulate spontane- 
ously on cooling, after the 12th of Jan., but 
continued to throw down a little coagulam 
on the application of heat. 


Remarks.—Sioce the appearance in the 
“ Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal” 
of the observations of Dr. Abercrombie on 
acute dropsy succeeding to the application 
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of cold, the attention of the profession has 
been frequently directed to cases similar to 
the above, which are not of very rare oceur- 
rence. Their true pathology, however, is, I 
think, stil! but imperfectly, if at all, under- 
stood. The cases detailed by Dr. Aber- 
crombie are attended by symptoms, more 
er less distinct, of acute thoracic disease, 
and the dropsical effusion was imputed by 
that eminent physician to an affection of 
the lungs of an inflammatory nature, as the 
primary disease, impeding the circulation 
through those orguns. He states, however, 
that “ ao important circumstance in the his- 
tory of the disease is, that the affection of 
the breathing may exist without pain and 
without fever ;” but it is by removing the 
affection of the lungs, the cause of the effu- 
sion, that he believes bleeding proves bene- 
Gcial. But in a subsequent part of this 
gever, Dr. Abercrombie alludes to other 

s of dropsy coming on rapidly, and 
unconnected with any visceral disease, and 
which do not yield to the ordinary diuretic 
treatment, All the cases, however, of ana- 
sarca occurring suddenly, in persons in the 
vigour of life, exposed to vicissitudes of 
weather, that had fallen ander his notice, 
he states had their origin in an affection of 
the lungs, and yielded to early and copious 
bleeding; and he concludes by observing, 
that “if this species of anasarca ever exists 
without the affection of the lungs, the 
nature of it forms an interesting subject of 
investigation.” Now, in most of the cases 
similar to that which forms the subject of 
these remarks, that have occurred to me, I 
have been unable to satisfy myself that any 
pulmonary affection existed, sufficient to 
account for the dropsical effusion. In the 
present case there was, certainly, no pnea- 
monia, and the catarrhal affection did not 
extend beyond the larger bronchial tubes, 
and was so slight as to have passed off in 
the course of a few days, though the drop 
sical effusion continued to increase. The 
indistinct dulness over the inferior edges of 
the lungs posteriorly, as it existed on both 
sides, and was 6o trifling as to admit of 
doubt whether there really was any, may, I 
think, be satisfactorily explained on the 
supposition that there was mere slight drop- 
sical effusion into the thorax, as well as into 
the abdomen. The pain complained of in 
the left side was too low down to be referre: 
to the thorax, and was scarcely felt, except 
in the erect posture, and never aggravated 
by any degree of pressure. 

But, notwithstanding the entire absence of 
any symptoms indicative of the existence 
of local inflammatory action, sufficient evi- 
dence is, I think, efforded in this and simi- 
jar cases, of the existence of such a condition 
of the muscular sys em as admits of being 
remedied only by depletion. The alteration 


that took place in the character of the pulse 
after Ro ven the appearances presented 


|by the blood, and the manifest relief af- 
| forded to all ‘the symptoms, clearly evince 
| this, without referring to the a!buminous 


state of the urine. That albuminous urine, 
even when associated with a low spec. gr. of 
that excretion, is not sufficient to warrant us 
in assuming that either local inflammatory 
action, or organic disease of the kidney, 
exists, | feel persuaded. It is a symptom, 
I believe, often but very remotely connected 
with the kidney, bat often directly con- 
nected with such a condition of the blood 
as calls for the use of the lancet, as an im- 
portant auxiliary, if not an essential part of 
the treatment, There is not, it appears to 
me, any good evidence that in the present 
case anything more than functional disease 
of the kidney existed. The whole history 
of the case is not that of disease of the kid- 
ney as a primary affection. 

Many of the facts connected with the 
dropsy that succeed to scarlatina, which 
appears to be closely allied to cases similar 
to that related above, have led me to believe 
that the altered functions of the kidney, and 
the local inflammatory affections that often 
attend the dropsical effusion, are but ulte- 
rior consequences of some morbid condition 
of the whole muscular system, and of the 
blood itself. In several fatal cases of gene- 
ral dropsy succeeding to scarlatina that I 
have had opportanity of examining, there 
has been no distinct evidence of local in- 
flammatory action; there has been general 
muscular engorgement of the more import- 
ant viscera, and nothing more. In other 
cases, where more decisive evidence of 
local inflammatory action has been observed, 
its seat has varied in almost every case. 
Great vascularity of the mucous membrane 
of the bowels and of the kidney has been 
the most constant appearance that I have 
met with. 

In these cases, my experience would lead 
me to say, that if the dropsical effusion does 
not subside ander the use of purgatives and 
the more mild diuretics, together with low 
diet and external warmth, dep!-tion is as 
imperatively called for as, 1 believe, it is 
when the more urgent and alarming symp- 
toms of acute cerebral or thorecic disease 
have supervened, That depletion in such cir- 
cumstances will not always prove success- 
ful, 1 am unfortunately compelled to admit; 
but its utility has always appeared to me 
more or less evident. In many cases it has 
most manifestly saved the patient's life ; and 
when it fails, 1 believe, in the present state 
of our knowledge, we must consider that 
we have bad recourse to our last resource. 

1 pretend not to say what may be the _ 
cise nature of the changes induced in 
blood of the vascular system, on which I 
conceive the dropsical effusion and the ulte- 


| rior consequences depend ; but many of the 
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phenomena connected with the cases already 
jaded to, and with those forms of dropsi- 
effusion that sometimes ensue on the 
suppression of the catamenial dis 
» Point fo hervous Congestion as one 
of the first links in the chain of morbid ac- | 
tion. In cases where, as in scariatina, the. 
system bas been under the influence of a 
specific morbilic poisoa, it would be easy to 
speculate on the existence and influence of 
other causes ; but where the system has not 
been under the in@uence of such morbific 
agent, our pathological inquires are freed | 
an important source of embarrassment, 
and therefore these forms of general dropsy, 
which, in many important points, are stri- 
kingly analogous to that which succeeds to 
scariatina, become doubly important objects 
of investigation, from the light which they | 
are calculated to throw on an obscure, and, 
amongst the poorer classes of this metro- | 
polis, fearfully fatal affection. The very | 
great difference that obtains as to the com-| 
parative frequency of dropsy after scariatina, | 
among the lower and among the higher 


iE 


am disposed to think that small doses of 
calomel are also useful. 

The two distinct forms in which the albu- 
minous matter was in this case excreted by 
the kidney, algo deserves attention, as point- 
ing to some general and important change 
in the constitution of the blood, rather than 
to any simple alteration of action in the ex- 
creting organs. The chylous form of the 
albumioous matter, as it has been termed 
by Dr. Prout, soon disappeared after the 
last bleeding. The serous form disappeared 
more slowly, and, indeed, up to the period 
of convalescence, there was some slight co- 
agulum oo the application of beat, though 
the specific gravity was at least that of the 
natural healthy standard. 


TREATMENT OF POISONING WITH 
NARCOTIC SUBSTANCES, 





To the Editor of Tue Lancer, 
Sir :—Notwithstanding that the subject of 


classes of society, appears to show that itis poisoning by opium and other narcotics has 
less closely allied with any peculiar infu- been so ably and frequently treated of by 
ence under which the system may be sup- eminent authors, and as there is, I fear, too 
posed to labour than many members of the | great a tendency in medical practitioners to 


profession seem to think, But that some- 
thing more than a simple interruption to the 
cutaneous functions is necessary to induce 
those changes on which the dropsical effu- 
sion depends, either in cases similar to the 
one that I have related, or in those succeed- 
ing to scarlatina, will, I think, be readily 
admitted, 

The necessity of depletion in certain forms 
of dropsy, has long been admitted by the 
profession in general, more particularly since 
the appearauce of the observations of Drs. 
Wells and Blackall ; but the practice in such 
cases has, I believe, almost universally beea 
founded on the supposition, that the dropsi- 
cal effusion depended on local infammatory 


action as its exciting cause. W here no evi-| 


dence of inflammatory action exists, and 
where no visceral disease can be detected, 


dropsical effusions are still, 1 believe, far too | 


anphesitating!y ascribed to such adebiliated, 
or cachectic state of the constitution, as 
renders depletion inadmissible. 1 have cer- 
tainly found, that with regerd to the dropsy 
succeeding to the exanthemata, unless there 
be distinct evidence of the existence of local 
inflammatory action, a very gemeral dread 
prevails of having recourse to the lancet; 


form ap uofavourable prognosis, after hav- 
ing in such cases used the stomach pump 
) and emetics without the desired effect, lam 
) anxious, with your permission, to make a 
few additional observations concerning the 
mode of rousing patients, upon a principle 
| which, although it may have been occasion- 
jal'y, but ebscurely, hinted at, has not, I 
conceive, been sufficiently insisted upon; 
jand that is, continued novel or alternate im- 
pression upon the nervous system through 
| the medium of the stomach, and the external 
| surface generally. 

| This oovelty of impression, as I term 
| it, may be produced by any means which 
| May appear to the practitioner most appro- 
priate at the time ; but the mode which I 
have found the most ready for producing 
this effect, 1s, alternation of impression with 
hot and cold water, on different parts of the 
surface of the body. Lam well aware that 
| Des. Christison, Paris, and Beck, recom- 
| mended cold water to be thrown over the 
| head, chest, &c. Dr. Paris says it rouses 
the energy of the brain. It is also considered 
| useful to assist the action of emetics. Dr, 
| A. T. Thomson recommends the use of the 
warm bath. 


and I have no doubt that many would have| Sprinkling the chest and back of the pa- 
considered the practice, in the above case, | tient with cold water while in the bath, has 
@s unjustifiably bold. Nothing, however, | also an excellent effect in rousing the sys- 





could be more marked and decided than was 
the relief afforded in this instance of full an- 
tiphlogistic trentment. 

The action of the nitrate of potash in the 
above case is worthy of notice. It was evi- 


tem; yet, even in these, in a short time, the 
relations remaining the same, lose consider- 
ably their influence, as I have myself proved, 
and for this reason it is that I am anxious, 
lest, by attending literally to the particalar 


dently injurious. The more mild diuretics | remedies recommended by these excellent 
appear to answer best in such cases ; but I | authors, the principle of alternate impres- 
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sion, which ought to be insisted upon, should 
be lost sight of. Besides, it frequently hap- 
pens that a warm bath (particularly amongst 
the poor) cannot be procured ; how, then, 
can we well supply its place, unless we bear 
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for prolapsus ani. Fortunately she dis- 
covered the mistake before she left home to 
goto work, and sent immediately for the 
parish surgeon, who arrived about seven 
o'clock, and administered an emetic, which 


in mind the principle upon which it is used’| not operating as he wished, he gave it 
And this I apprehend to be threefold, viz.:| another ; this dose had the effect of evacua- 
to rouse by general impression, to restore or | ting the stomach, but, as I afterwards learnt 
increase animal heat, and to determine the | upon inquiry, with scarcely any trace, by 
bload to the surface, in order to assist in re-| smell, of the existence of opium. After 
lieving, if possible, the congested state of leaving directions to keep the child moving, 


the lungs aod right side of the heart, pro- 


duced by the state of coma which narcotics | 


indnce.* 


Hence the great use, in such cases, of caus- | 


ing patients, if we can, to respire frequently. 


Artificial respiration, where it could be ef-| 


fected, would, for this reason, be also valua- 
ble in extreme cases, as a proof of which I 
would refer my readers to some interesting 
experiments of Sir B. Brodie, in the “ Phil. 
Traos., 1812,” in which the circulation was 
mainotained by artificial respiration, after the 
natural respiration had been suspended by 


the action of narcotic poisons, until their) 


baneful influence upon the sensorium had 
passed off, and the sensibility and consequent 
Datural respiration were restored. 

Now, I consider that these indications 
may be fulfilled by the judicious use of 
warm and cold water. It must be evident 
that we fulfil all these at once by placing the 
extremities in warm water, and by passing a 


sponge, dipped in the same, over the shoul- | 


ders, chest, back, &c. This should be as hot 
as the hand can bear it. But the first indi- 
cation, which is the grand object, viz., to 
rouse, is mainly answered, and the effect 
increased, by a sudden change of impression 
produced by dashing the face with cold 
water,or passing a sponge dipped in it, over 
the head, chest, &c., when we find the first or 
warm, impression,—of which we can fairly 
judge by the crying, groaning, or inspiration 
of the patient,—goes off ; or, in other words, 
when the nervous system is no long: r cogni- 
zant of it. Cold water, indeed, should be 
dashed in pretty large quantities, when done 
occasionally with the hand. 

While we are thus endeavouring to rouse 
the patient by external means, we must noi 
forget, of course, those which are commonly 


used internally, as, weak acidulons fluids, | 


diffusible stimuli, &c.; even these, I con- 
sider, it would be better to vary, and upon 
the same principle. 

I think these observations may be suffici- 
ently illustrated, without troubling you with 
more than the two following cases :— 

Case 1.—A poor woman administered to 
her child under two years of age, between 
the hours of 6 and 7, a.m., a teaspoonful of 
laudanum, instead of tincture of rhubarb, 
which she had been in the habit of giving it 





* See also “ Beck's and Christison’s Med. 
Jurisprudence.” 


he ieft the house with the following obser- 
vation :—* No man can save that child ; and 
| as you have got into it, so you must get out 
of it as well as you can.” 

I take particular notice of these words, 
without wishing to make an unkind obser- 
vation concerning any practitioner, but only 
to show how readily patients are by some 
considered to be beyond relief; and, be it 
observed, in this case it was even after the 
operation of an emetic. 
| The friends (for the mother was in too 
distracted a state of mind to render any 
assistance) moved the child about, and 
shook it for two or three hours ; but fiading 
the stupor continue, they abandoned all 
hope, and laid it down upon its bed, as 
they thought, to die. The mother, whom 
I had formerly attended, insisted that I 
should be sent for, notwithstanding the 
resistance on the part of the friends, 
after the surgeon’s remark; they accord- 
ingly sent to me,and I arrived not until 
after eleven o'clock, a.m. When I entered, 
I found the child lying upon its bed, 
breathing stertorously, aud the colour of the 
face changing to the livid. They told me it 
had been lying thus about half an hour. I 
caused it to be placed immediately in a 
warm bath, and to take alternately weak 
vinegar and water and strong coffee, at the 
same time bathing the head with cold water. 
All these means at first roused the child, 
land made it cry, but I found that their 

effect soon went off; the back and chest 
were then sprinkled with cold water, which 
acted at first powerfully, but again the littl 
| patient relapsed into its former state of stu- 
por ; it was now taken out of the water, and 
placed upon the knee of one of the attend- 
| ants, and the sudden impression of the cold 
air upon the whole surface of the body at 
|once was quite sufficient to rouse it; this 
effect, however, not continuing long, upon 
reimmersion in the warm-bath it cried out, 
| and showed clearly the efficacy of the alter- 
jnate impressions. Having now satisfied 
| myself of our power to rouse the child, I 
| left the house with directions to continue 
this sort of treatment at intervals of an hour 
or two, ¢.g. using friction, dressing it, and 
giving it exercise, together with the warm 
bath two or three times in the day, if neces- 
sary, and continually to administer internally 
some of the fluids above-mentioned. I saw 
this patient again in the afternoon; it was 








still drowsy, but better. I desired the 
friends to continue the treatment, and bring 
the child to me in the evening, which they 
did, perfectly recovered. 

Observe, this practice should be continued, 
according to circumstances, from three to 
twelve hours. (See “ Christisoa’s Medical 
Jurisprudeace.”’) The patient should be also 
occasionally roused, even when he may be 
allowed to sleep, in order to be sure of his 
recovery. 





Cast 2.—The other case is that of a fe- 
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directed that she should be wiped dry and 
rubbed, still continuing the fluids internally, 
and that if she was found to relapse at all, 
to bathe her again; but in a short time she 
was so far coguisant, as to insist upon being 
placed by the fire, and soon after went to 
j bed, I may add, that, perhaps a little is 
) due to the fact that some of the fluids given 
internally with a large spoon, having acci- 
dentally gone the wrong way, made her 
cough. 

I trust that these two cases are sufficiently 
| illustrative of the power which we gain by 





male—she might be about 50 years of age, | such a plan of treatment, and of the utility 
who having suffered domestic trouble took | of making it public, since in the first the 
laudanum, with the inteat to commit sui-| practitioner had no hope, and in the second 
cide, in the following manner :—Between | one of the medical attendants thought pro- 
seven and eight o'clock in the evening she | per to call in further assistance. I may also 
went out and bought two-peunyworth (a3 | mention (to show how even well-informed 
she said) of laudanum, which, as soon 4s | persons may lose sight of the principle here 
she was out of the shop, she swallowed ; | inculcated) that the other medical man at- 


she then went to another shop and bought ) 


three-penoyworth, which she made use of 
in the same way ; she afterwards went toa 
third shop ia the neighbourhood, and bought 
two-pennyworth more, but paused a few 
minutes before taking it, and conversed 
with some acquaintance whom she acci- 
dentally met, but as soon as that person 
left her she took the remaining dose, and 
returned home, keeping what she had done 


a secret from her family. At length, how- | 


ever, her son perceiving somethiog irregular 
in her manner, began to converse with her 
about herself, and finding him importunate, 
confessed that she had taken opium. He 
then went for medical assistance, but could 
not procure any until tea o'clock, when two 
medical attendants arrived, one soon after 


tending this last case exclaimed, when he 
saw what I was doing,“ That is Christison’s 
plan, is it not?” Besides, I would observe, 
that although occasional rousing by physical 
| force or shaking may be useful, it requires 
great exertion on the part of the attendants, 
who may be dificult to procure ; and it is 
also very fatiguing and painful to the pa- 
tient, and if not continued most unre- 
mittingly, it is, I am inclined to think, apt to 
confirm the stupor rather than relieve it. A 
farther apology, Sir, for having taken up 80 
much of your valuable time, when we may 
save a few lives, is, I feel assured, unneces- 
sary. Iam, Sir, yours, &c., 


| Turopore T. G, Botsnacos, M.D, 


5, Princes-street, Hanover-square, 


the other, and tried the stomach-pump, but | 
did not bring anything away that at all sa- 
tisfied them as to the presence of opium. —_—_—hNX!_!:).sn 
Finding her now ina state of great stupor, | 
two persons were employed to shake her | 
whilst sitting in her chair, bat with little | ; : ' 
effect. One of these gentlemen came to me | By Erasmus Witson, Esg., Consulting Sur- 
requesting my assistance. Although I at-| geon to the St. Pancras Infirmary, 
tended immediately, I did not arrive until | 
t Ll, e.m., when I suggested that her , — 
Set should be put as mekae possible into | ECZEMA IMPETIGINODES, 
bot water, and the head, neck, and chest Cast 1.—On the Ist of February I was 


Feb. 26, 1840. 


DISEASES OF THE SKIN, 





bathed alternately with hot and cold water, 
while acidulous Guids, ammonia, Xc., should 
be given internally. When I found that 
these means were losing their influence, I 
directed that the feet should be placed in 


requested by my brother to see Margaret 
Cunningham, a delicate child, aged six years, 
who was suffering from a severe attack of 
this painful affection, She was feverish ; 
her pulse quick; tongue white and dry; 





cold water: this as might be expected, pro-| sleep at night much disturbed, and digestive 
duced a sudden and powerful effect; but it | organs disordered, About three weeks since, 
should be particularly observed that the the disease first made its appearance in the 
feet should not be allowed to remain above | palm of the right hand, io the form of a 
a few seconds at a time in the cold, for the clusterof eczematous vesicles, which quickly 
reasons meationed above, in speaking of the bevame confluent, and formed an irregular 
warm bath; they were consequently soon milky vesicle, of considerable size. In a 
replaced in the bucket containing the warm | day or two the contents of the vesicle 
water. After persevering in this plan for | assumed a purulent character; the cuticle 
rather more than two hours, the patient reco- | was softened and rubbed off, and the exposed 
vered so far as to converse a little ; I then | cutis presented a bright carmine-coloured 
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secreting surface. This pustule was suc- 
ceeded by successive crops of vesicles, of 
various size, which went rapidly through the 
sero-purulent stages, and terminated in the 
same manner with the first. 

At the period of my first seeing her, both 
hands were covered with serous and sero- 
purulent vesicles and pustules, each sur- 
rounded by a highly - intlamed base, of 
variable size, and extending for two-thirds 
up the forearm. On some parts of the 
fingers were clusters of small vesicles of 
eczema simplex, without avy inflammatory 
halo; around the roots of the nails were 
large pustular surfaces, highly inflamed, and 
much swollen. Upon the sides of the fingers 
the soddened cuticle had been torn or rubbed 
off, and the exposed and carmine-coloured 
cutis was secreting a very large quantity of 
irritating and offensive ichorous fluid. On 
the palmar surface of the fingers were 
several broad and flattened sero-pustules ; 
while on the dorsum of the fingers and hands 
serous vesicles were confused|ly intermingled 
with true impetiginous pustules. On the 
forearm were several vesicles of eczema 
rubrum, and a few small pustules of impe- 
tige; and at the flexures of the wrist and 
elbow was an extensive crop of vesicles of 
eczema simplex. Numerous small discreet 
vesicles of eczema were likewise dispersed 
over the surface of her body. 

I ordered for her a local steam bath ; 
warm fomentations, poultices at night, and 
aperient medicine. 

On the 6th of February, bearing that the 
child had been taken by her motber, as an 
out-patient, to the Hospital, 1 again called 
upon her, and was informed that she had 
been seen by the surgeon in attendance, who 
pronounced the disease to be a very bad case 
of itch, and prescribed the compound sulphur 
ointment to be rubbed upon the hands, On 
requesting to see the patient, I found her 
crying, and in extreme pain; she had en- 
dured an agony of suffering during the 
night, and had obtained no sleep. Her hands 
and arms were swollea, bighly inflamed, and 
a numerous crop of true impetiginous pus- 
tules extended from the backs of the hands 
upwards to the elbows. 

I immediately washed away with warm 
water every trace of the sulphur ointment, 
and had the hands well fomented with an 
infusion of linseed, desiring the mother to 
soak and foment them again at night, to 
keep them supported above the level of the 
body, and to place them in a large poultice 

On the following day the appearance of 
the hands was much improved ; the inflam- 
matory action had greatly subsided, and the 
skin was less tense and painful, The treat- 
meat was attentively pursued until the 8th, 
when I again called, and found the child 
crying, and in much pain, Upon inquiry, I 

hos- 


learnt that she bad been taken to the 
pital during the day ; that the surgeon bad 
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expressed his satisfaction at the 
appearance of the hands, and had praised 
the effects of the ointment, desiring a conti- 
nued application; and that, acting upon this 
order, the mother had actually bedaubed the 
excoriated surfaces with this irritating com- 
pound a few hours previously. 

The mother was now so much frightened 
at the painful effects which she had been 
the means of causing, by inattention to my 
instructions, that she declared she would go 
no more to the hospital if | would undertake 
the treatment of the case. I accordingly 
had the hands freed from the ungueat, and 
well fomented ; and, after the fomentation, 
anointed with olive-oil, containing the liquor 
plumbi in the proportion of half a drachm to 
the ounce; the poultices to be continued 
every night. 

Ona the following days, the fomentations 
were continued night and morning, and ia 
the interval of the fomentations the hands 
were enclosed in soft linen rags, wetted 
with warm water, and enclosed im oil-silk, 
From this time the case went oo progres- 
sively, and rapidly improving ; fresh crops 
of impetiginous pustules appeared from time 
to time, but each successive crop consisted 
of pustales smaller and fewer in number 
than the preceding ; and on the 26th of Feb- 
ruary she was quite cured, the cuticle having 
exfoliated from off the entire surface of both 
haods and part of the arms, and being re- 
placed by a new and thin epidermis. 





Cast 2.—A gentleman, about 35 years of 
age, labouring wader the same disease, 
presented himself for my advice on the Tth 
of February. He had been advised to use 
some sulphur ointment, which he proposed 
to rub upon his bands the same evening. 
Reminded of the effects of this ointment, 
particularly the compound preparation, in 
the preceding case, as well as in several 
others of the same kind, in which 1 have 
seen it applied, I was not unwilling that he 
should make the trial, particularly as he 
wished it himself, in order that I might have 
further proof of its irritating power. On 
| the following morning he said he had suf- 
| fered so much pai during the night, as 
| whelly to deprive him of sleep ; the bands 
| were highly inflamed and much swollen, 
jand severe] new sero-purulent vesicles had 
appeared. The disease was confined to the 
| backs of the hands, and to the dorsal surface 
and iuner sides of the fingers, which were 
particularly affected around the roots of the 
nails, and om one finger a sero-pustule was 
seen immediately beneath the nail. On the 
backs of the hands the disease existed in all 
its stages ; in one place was the small, in- 
flamed, and somewhat raised patch upon 
which the vesicle would make its appear- 
ance; in another, the vesicle, cellular in 
structure, and apparently formed by the con- 
fineoce of numerous small eczematous vesi- 
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a Prenrn Bepeen r in a third place, | 


the transpareot serous fluid had become | 
opaque and milky ; and in a fourth perfectly | 
parulent; while in certain situations the 
softened cuticle had been rubbed off, and— 
displayed the highly vascular surface of the 
cutis, from which a large quantity of irrita- 
ting ichorous fluid was discharged. 

«LT ordered him the local steam baths, and 
fomentations of warm water, which he used 
assiduously, and enveloped the hands, in the 
intervals of this treatment, in lint dipped in 
warm water aod oiled silk,—the common 
Water dressing ; administering at the same | 
time a tonic-aperient medicine to regulate | 
the digestive functions. 

New crops of impetiginows pustules, of 
small size, and few in number, appeared 
from time to time; the disease rapidly im- 
proved, aod on the 20th of February he was 
quite cured. 


Upper Charlotte-street, Fitzroy-square. 


TREATMENT OF 

OF THE HIP-.JOINT, 
BY 

SALIVATION WITH MERCURY. 


To the Editor of Tat Lancer. 


Sin :—The treatment of morbus cox# by 
rapidly mercurialising the system, which 
Originated with me, is not, it would seem, 
much koown in England, although it has 
now been vearly six years before the profes- 
sion, and has proved strikingly successfal, 
not only in my hands, but in those of Lis- 
franc,* Carmichael,¢ Sir Philip Crampton, 
Dr. Bellingham, Professor Porter, and 
others. I trust, therefore, that you will 
give insertion to the inclosed letter, contain. 
ing two cases, which are very well detailed, 
and which appear to me to be valuable in 
other respects. For example, it will be 
seen that in these cases the patients resumed, 
with impunity, their usual occupations in 
less than a fortoight after the commencement 
of the plan o treatment, and without either 
that confinement to the horizontal posture, 
or the use of sarsaparilia, for weeks, which 
I have hitherto thought absolutely neces. 
sary, but which mach more extended ob- 
servation can alone induce me to relinquish, 
Other circumstances, however, are obser- 
vable in these cases, which call for some 
practica! observations from me :— 

In the first place, I do not give purgatives, 
in order that the combination of calomel and 
opium may more quutly affect the mouth. 
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Secondly, I do pot apply leeches, or make 
use of cupping. 

Thirdly, I do not apply blisters, or use 
any kind of couater-irritation, until ptyalism 
has declared itself, 

| Fourthly, I confine the patient to the hori- 

| zontal position, and give, daily, either a 

| pint or half a pint of the compound infusion 

of sarsaparilla, for three weeks or more, ac- 
cording to the standing or intensity of the 
disease. I have the honour to be, Sir, 
your obedient, humble servant, 

James O’Betane, M.D., &e. 





| “To James O'Berane, M.D., Sargeon- 
Extraordinary to the Queen. 

“Dean Sia:—Two cases of morbus 
coxm, in the first stage, having presented 
themselves, I adopted the treatment which 
originated with, and was first employed by, 
you with success, in the Richmond Surgical 
Hospital. 1 beg leave to forward to youa 
report of their history, and remarkably fa- 
vourable issue, as a trifling mark of my 
respect and esteem, and a grateful acknow- 
ledgment of the many practical lessons 
which I received from you, while a pepil 
in that hospital. 

“Case L 

“John Short, aged 7, of weak, delicate, 
and scrofulous constitutioo—previously 
bealthy—had been lying on wet grass for 
some hours. two or three days after which 
he complained of pain in his left hip, referred 
to the groin and trochanter major; shortly 
after, the left knee became painful, gradu- 
ally increasing in intensity, for which (pain 
in knee) I was requested to visit him on the 
20th of August, 1839. On my visit, he had 
a large poultice applied to the koee, the 
principal pain being referred to that part, 
complaining but litde of the pain about the 
hip-joiat. Oa being placed upright, rest- 
ing on his right hand, the disease presented 
the following characters :— 

* Limb apparently lengthened; knee flex- 
ed and advanced forward ; limb decreased 
in size; the left nates appeared fatter, 
broader, more protuberant, and elongated; 
its fold obliterated, and the normal depres- 
sion behind the trochanter filled up. On 
gently pressing the trochanter inwards, or 
tapping the heel, he complained of great 
pain in the hip-joiat, The pains in the knee 
and hip-joint were much increased in in- 
tensity at night, the pain in the former be- 
coming excraciating ; frequent starting of the 
limb, so much so, as to produce the little in- 
telligent fellow's expression, “1 must die 
if the pain cootinues ;” countenance indica- 
tive of much suffering ; pulse 100, compres- 

sible and weak ; thirst and anorexia. 

| “I ordered him a scruple of our cathartic 
powder, which is composed of calomel, aloes, 

| and jalap; to be cupped over the left gluteal 


et seq. 
+ “ Dablin Medical Press " for January | region to 8 ounces, and to be afterwards 
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well fomented ; and when his bowels had 
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acted, to take one of the following pills |an inch; foot inverted ; great toe of affected 


limb pointed, and resting on great we of 
Calomel, one scruple ; Opposite foot; heel drawn upward; knee 
Watery extract of opium, four grains; | projected anteriorly ; the adductors and gra- 
Extract of liquorice, q.8. to make ten cilis muscles thrown in bold relief; limb 
ills. much wasted posteriorly ; the nates appear- 
“21. Thinks he is somewhat relieved by | ed broader, longer, and more protuberant ; 
the cupping and purging, but still describes | the fold obliterated ; concavity of curve of 
the pain in the knee as intolerable at night,| spine on the right side; inversion of the 
and preventing sleep ; general pyrexia some- | limb caused a great increase of pain, as did 
what abated. abduction and extension ; flexion caused but 
“22. Mouth not affected ; symptoms much | little pain ; pressing the heel upwards, or the 
the same. Repeat the pills of calomel and | trochanter inwards, gave intolerable pain; 
opium. pain chiefly referred to the groin; the pain 
“23. I was much surprised to find the | at the knee not complained of till ber atten- 
marked change in my little patient's coun-/ tion was directed to it; pain much increased 
tenance ; he had completely lost his former! at night, preventing all sleep; pulse 100, 
look of suffering; ptyalism was present,| weak; expression of suffering; general 
from which he dated the cessation of pain;| pyrexia. 
he had enjoyed a night's sleep, to which, for| ‘“ Ordered warm fomentations to the affect- 
many nights, he had been a stranger, and | ed hip; a cathartic powder, as in the former 
Was now comparatively free from pain;/ case; a blister to be applied over the left 
pulse 84, same character; appetite return-| gluteal region; and ore of the following 


every four hours :— 


ing; thirst much lessened ; perfect rest was /| pills to be taken every fourth bour:— 


enjoined, with farinaceous diet. 

*25. I found my little patient sitting by 
the fire, complaining only of the itching, the 
effects of the incisions of the scarificator ; 
could now place the affected limb on the 
ground; the physical signs were sensibly 
diminished ; the lengthening and breadth of | 
the nates much less, as was also the length 
of the limb. 

“27. The physical signs have now nearly 
disappeared; the normal depression now 
exists behind the trochanter; the nates have 
regained the fold, and the limb its usual size; 
the flattening and elongation of the nates 
have disappeared, and he can walk with bat 
a very slight degree of lameness ; appetite 
good ; sleep undisturbed. 

“Ina few days, this boy was able to 
walk out of doors, and play about as usual ; 
he is now quite well, and appears to have 
been in no way injured constitutionally by 
the treatment adopted.” 


| 





“ Case IT, 





“Sarah Hive, aged 14, of spare habit, 
weak intellects, and scrofulous constitution, 
accustomed to poor diet, end exposed to the 
vicissitudes of weather—visited on the 12th 
September, 1839. A fortnight previous she | 
had received a severe wetting, some few | 
days after which she experienced a slight 
pain in the left hip-joint, attributed to rheu- 
matism ; this gradually increased, becoming 
worse at night, and was much aggravated 
by slipping off a small stone, whilst cross-| 
ing a stream of water three days before my 
visit, since which she has been unable to 
place her foot upon the ground, Resting on 
the right limb, the following appearances 
were noted :— 

“The left limb was lengthened, but flex- 
ed in such a manner as to appear shorter by 


Calomel, one scruple ; 
Opium, five grains ; into ten pills. 


“14. Ptyalism was present, from the ac- 
cession of which she also dated the decrease 


of pain. To use her own words, “the pain 


stepped when my mouth began to run.” 
She enjoyed an undisturbed night's rest, and 
is now comparatively free from pain ; appe- 
tite returning. 

“16. Has bad po recurrence of the pain; 
sleeps undisturbed. 

“On standing up the limb appears less 
flexed, not so much inverted ; the characte- 
ristic appearances of the nates sensibly 
diminished. Ordered another blister. 

“18. Is now walking about the house with 
the aid ofa small stick ; says she suffers no 
pain, except it is from the blister; ‘has 


|more confidence to walk ;" the nates now 


present their normal appearance ; the fold is 
regained, and the depression bebind the tro- 
chanter has reappeared; limb of nearly its 
natural size and length. 

“This patient, in less than a fortnight, 
resumed her laborious occupation as out- 


| door farm servant; she is now quite well, 


** Remarks.—In these, the only cases I have 
seen since my residence here, the amendment 
was very marked when ptyalism was in- 
duced ; the immediate cessation of pain, 
and the rapid disappearance of all the phy- 
sical signs, were, I am induced to believe, 
wholly attributable to the mercury. In the 
first case I thought that some benefit had 
been derived from the cupping, but the 
amendment was equally marked where cup- 
ping was not used, owing to the inconvenient 
distance at which the patient resided. 

“In conclusion, I beg to state that the 
mercurial plan of treatment, so far as I can 
learn, is wholly anknown here; and that 
the quick and successful termination of the 
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IMPOSTURES OF THE FAQUEER. 


foregoing cases, was the cause of much sur- 
prise to Mr. Alfred Davis, surgeon, by 
whom they were seen. J am, dear Sir, yours 
respectfully, 
“ Geonce J. M‘Kenzie. 
“ Cerne, Dorchester, January 31, 1840.” 





IMPOSITIONS 
OF THE 
INDIAN FAQUEER, 
WHO PROFESSED To BE 
BURIED ALIVE AND RESUSCITATED 
IN TEN MONTHS, 





[Tue following extracts from the Hon. 
Mr. Osborne's recently-published Diary of a 
Mission to Lahore, in 1838,* is recom- 
mended to the attention of the Sihks of 
Mesmerism in Europe. We copy it into this 
journal as an appendix to the account of the 
“burying Faqueer,” which appeared in 
Tue Lancer of May 13, 1837, taken from 
the ** Calcutta Medical Journal,” in which 
work the alleged proceedings of the man 
were published as well-authenticated events. | 





“6th June, 1838. The monotony of our 
camp life was broken this morning by the 
arrival of a very celebrated character in the 
Panjab, aod a person we had al! expressed 
great anxiety to see, and whom the Maha- 
rajah had ordered over from Umritsir on 
purpose. 

* He is a Faqueer by name, and is held 
in extraordioary respect by the Sihks,+ 
from his alleged capacity of being able to 
bury himself alive for any period of time. 
So many stories were current on the sub- 
ject, and so many respectable individuals 
maintained the truth of these stories, that 
we all felt curious to see him. He professes 
to have been following this trade, if so it 
may be called, for some years, and a consi- 
derable time ago several extracts from the 
letters of individusls who bad seen the man 
in the upper provinces, appeared in the 
Calcutta papers, giving some account of his 
extraordinary powers, which were, at the 
time, naturally enough, looked upon as mere 
attempts at a hoax upon the inhabitants of 
Calcutta. Captain Wade, political agent 
at Loodhiana, told me that he was present 
at his resurrection after an interment of some 
months, General Ventura having buried him 
in the presence of the Maharajah and many 
of his principal Sirdars ; and, as far as I 


* The Court and Camp of Ranjeet Sing. 
By the Hon, W. G. Osborne, Military Se- 
eretary to the Earl of Auckland, Governor 
(ieneral of India. London, Colburn. 1840. 

+ Sihk, a term from the Sanscrit, devoting 
a disciple. 
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can recollect, these were the particulars as 
witnessed by General Ventura :-—After go- 
ing through a regular course of preparation, 
which occupied him some days, and the de- 
tails of which are too disgusting to dilate 
upon, the Faqueer reported himself ready 
for interment, in a vault which bad been 
prepared for the purpose by the order of the 
Maharajah, On the appearance of Runjeet 
and his court, he proceeded to the final pre- 
parations that were necessary, in their pre- 
sence, and after stopping with wax hisears, 
nostrils, and every other orifice through 
which it was possible for air to enter his 
body, except his mouth, he was stripped, 
and placed in a linen bag ; and, the last pre- 
paration concluded, by turning his tongue 
back, and thus closing the gullet, he im- 
mediately died away into a sort of lethargy. 
The bag was then closed, and sealed with 
Ranjeet’s own seal, and afterwards placed 
in a small deal box, which was also locked 
and sealed. The box was then placed in a 
vault, the earth thrown in and trod down, 
and a crop of barley thrown over the spot, 
and sentries placed round it. The Maha- 
rajah was, however, very sceptical on the 
subject, and twice in the course of the ten 
months he remained under ground sent peo- 
ple to dig him up, when he was found to be 
in exactly the same position, and in a state 
of perfectly suspended animation. At the 
termination of the ten months, Captain Wade 
accompanied the Maharajah to see him dis- 
interred, and states that he examined him 
personally and minutely, and was convinced 
that all animation was perfectly suspended, 
He eaw the locks opened, and the seals 
broken by the Mabusrajah, and the box 
brought into the open air. The man was 
then taken out, and on feeling his wrist and 
heart, not the slightest pulsation was per- 
ceptible. The first thing towards restoring 
him to life was the forcing his tongue back 
to its preper position, which was done with 
some little difficulty by a person inserting 
his finger and forcibly pulling it back, and 
continuing to hold it until it gradually re- 
sumed its natural place. Captain Wade de- 
scribed the top of his head to have been con- 
siderably heated ; but all other parts of the 
body were vool and healthy in appearance. 
Pouring a quantity of warm water over him 
constitutes the only further measure for his 
restoration, and in two hours’ time he is as 
well as ever. 

“He is apparently about thirty years of 
age, with a disagreeable and cunning ex- 
pression of countenance. We had a good 
deal of conversation with him, and he volua- 
teered to be interred for any length of time 
we pleased, in order to convince us that be 
is no impostor. We took bim at his word, 
and he is to be buried on our arrival at La- 
hore, and to remain underground during our 
stay there, which will probably be three 
weeks or a month ; and though he complains 
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that the period is too short, and that it is 
hardly worth his while to undergo all the 
trouble of the preparation, if he comes out 
alive I will willingly give him credit for 
being able to remain a huadred years, if he 
chooses it. 

* He states that bis thoughts and dreams 
are most delightful, and that it is painful to 
him te be awoke from his lethargy. His 
nails and bair cease growing, and on his first” 
disinterment he is for a short time giddy and 
weak, but very soon recovers his oatural 
health and spirits. His only fear whilst in 
the grave is that of being attacked by insects, 
which he obviates by having his box sus- 
peaded from the ceiling. 


“Ona my retura to Simla, accident placed 
in my bands the appeadix to a medical to- 
pography of Leodhiania, by Dr. Mc Gregor, 
of the Home Artillery, by whose i 
I have extracted the following account of 
one of the former interments and resurrec- 
tions of the Faqueer :— 

“+A Faqueer who arrived at Lahore en- 
gaged to bery himself for any length of time, 
shut up in a box, and without either food or 
drink. Ruojeet naturally disbelieved the 
man’s assertions, and was determined to put 
them to the test. Por this parpose the Fa- 
queer was shut up in a wooden box, which 
was placed in a small apartment below the 
middle of the ground ; there was a folding: | 
door to his box, which was secured by a lock 
and key. Surrounding this apartment there 
was the garden house, the door of which | 
was likewise locked, and outside the whole, 
a high wall, having its doorway bailt up'! 
with bricks and mad. In order to prevent! 
any one from approaching the place, a line! 
of sentries was placed, and relieved at re-| 
— intervals. The strictest watch was 

pt up for the space of forty days and forty 
nights, at the expiration of which period 
the Maharajah, attended by his grandson 
and several of his sirdars, as well as Gene- 
ral Ventura, Captain Wade, and myself, 
proceeded to disinter the Paqaeer. The 
bricks and mud were removed from the 
outer doorway; the door of the garden 
house was next unlocked, and lastly that of 
the wooden box, containiog the Faqueer ; 
the latter was found covered with a white 
sheet, on removing which, the figure of the 
man presented itself in a sitting posture; his 
hands and arms were pressed to his sides, 
and his lexs and thighs crossed. The first 
step of the operation of resuscitation con- 
sisted in p uring over his head a quantity of 
warm water ; after this, a hot cake of otta 
was placed on the crown of his head ; a plag 
of wax was next removed from one of his 
nostrils, and on this being done, the man 
breathed strongly throwgh it. The mouth 
was now opened, and the tongue, which 
had been closely applied to the roof of the 
mouth, brought forward, and both it and the | 





THE FPAQUEER 
lips anointed with ghee ; 


during this part 
of the I could not feel the pulsa- 
tion of the wrist, though the temperatare of 
the body was much above the natural stand- 
ard of health. The legs and arms being ex- 
tended, and the eyelids raised, the former 
were well rubbed, and a little ghee applied 
to the latter; the eveballs presented a dim- 
med, suffused appearance, like those of a 
corpse. The man now evinced signs of re- 
turning animation; the pulse became per- 
ceptible at the wrist, whilst the unnatural 
temperature of the body rapidly diminished. 
He made several ineffectual efforts to speak, 
and at length uttered a few words, but ina 
tone so low and feeble as to render them in- 
audible. By and by his speech was re- 
established, and he recognised some of the 
bystanders, and addressed the Maharajah, 
who was seated opposite to him, watching 
all his movements. When the Paqueer was 
able to converse, the completion of the feat 
was announced by the discharge of guns, 
and other demonstrations of joy. A rich 
chaia of gold was placed round his neck by 
Ranjeet, and ear-rings, baubles, and shawls, 
were presented to him. However extraor- 
dinary this feat may appear, both te Eu- 
ropeans and natives, it is difficult, if aot 
impossible, to explain it on physivlogical 
principles, The maa not only denied his 
baving tasted food or drink, but even maia- 
tained that he had stopped the function of 
respiration, during a period of forty days 
and forty nights. To all appearance this 
long fasting had not been productive of its 
usual effects, as the man seemed to be in 
rude health, su that digestion and assimila- 
tion had apparently proceeded in the usual 
manner; but this he likewise denied, and 
piously asserted, that daring the whole time 
he had enjoyed a mest delightful trance. It 
is well known that the natives of Hindestaa 
by constant practice ean bring themselves to 
exist om the smallest portion of food for se- 
veral days, and it is equally true, that by 
long trainiog the same people are able to re- 
tain the air in their lungs for some mioutes ; 
but how the functions of digestion and 
respiration could be arrested for such a@ 
length of time, appears unaccountable. The 
concealment of the Faqueer during the per- 
formance of his feat, so far from rendering 
the latter more wonderful, serves but to hide 
the means he employs for its accomplish- 
ment, and uatil he can be persuaded to un- 
dergo the confinement io a place where his 
actions may be observed, it is needless to 
form any conjectures regarding them. It is 
well known to physiologists that the heart 
beats and the function of the laugs is per- 
formed, even after an animal's head has 
been removed ; bat to suppose for an instant 
that the functions of the body can be per- 
formed for any length of time, without a 
supply of fresh arterial blood, which neces- 
sarily implies the action of respiration, is 
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no power with which we are ac- 
quaintec is able torecall it. My own opinion 
is, that the man enjoyed the functions of 
respiration, circulation, and assimilation, in 
a degree compatible with the existence of 
life, and that by long training he had ac- 


Sot ew Eemeaedionseene 
ex lo ow he managed to get a supply 
of food and drink, I by no means wish to 
hazard a guess. It is said that, previous to 
undergoing the confinement, this man grada- 
ally overcomes the power of digestion, so 





that milk received into the stomach under- 
goes no change, 


He next forces all the | 
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“Atthe appoioted hour we accordingly 
all assembled, and found a crowd of priests 
and collected at the spot, to witness 
the interment of the holy man. His courage 
had much evaporated since the morning, and 
he commenced the interview by saying that 
we had promised him no reward. We told 
him that we feared a man of his sanctity 
would have been offended at any such offer, 
bat as it was not so, we would agree to give 
him fifteen hundred rupees if he came out 
alive at the end of a week, and that we were 
also empowered to promise him a jaghir of 
two thousand rupees yearly, on the part of 
Rupjeet Sing. 

“He then requested to koow what pre- 
cautions we meant to take to prevent his 
being disturbed, and to keep away al! chaace 
of communication from without. We pre- 
duced two padiocks for his box, and twe 
more for the door of the inner vault, one 


breath in his body inte the brain, which is key of each of which we told him should be 
described as thereby imparting the feeling of given to any one he might appoiat to re- 


a hot coal to the head ; the lungs now col-| 


» and the heart, deprived of its usual 


8 lus, to use a homely phrase, “ shuts ap | 
Having thus disposed of digestion, | 


” 
assimilation, respiration, and circulation, al! 
the ges of the body are next stopped, 
the iepend thighs are crossed, the hands 
and arms are pressed to the sides ; in short, 
the man presents the same appearance as 


when his box was opened. However child-| 
ish this mey all appear, the explanation was | 


nite sati<factory to the good people of 
ore. The same individual exhibited at 
Jessulmere with success ; an account of his 
feat there is given in Lieut. Boilean’s work, | 
lately published.” ' 

«June 23. This morning, strolled round the 
gardens to select a spot to inter the Faqueer, | 
and fixed on a bricked room in one of the 
towers of the wall. In the centre the work- ! 
men built a vault five feet square, with a door 
to admit the box containing him, made of 
two-inch planks, with staples, hasps, aod 
padlock, and prepared mortar, to wall up 
the outer doorway of the room. We then 
sent him word that all was ready, and he 
promised to appear in the evening, or on the 
following morning. 

* June 24.—This morning was fixed upon 
for the interment of our friend, who had 
arrived the evening before, and having un. 
dergone the necessary purgation, both of 
body and mind, professed himself eager for 
the moment when he hoped to convince us 
he was no impostor. I went to see him at 
sunrise, and found him sitting on the bare 
floor praying, and evidently more nervous 
and frightened than he was at all inclined to 
acknowledge, and by no means so confident 
as he had hitherto been; he, however, in- 
sisted that at twelve o’clock—the hour ori- 
ginally settied—he would be ready, and, in 
short, seemed determined to keep up the! 
farce to the last moment. 





ceive it, and the others we should keep 
ourselves; that all the locks should be 
sealed with our own seals ; that the entrance 
to the outer room io which the vault was 
built shoald be walled up ; that sentries from 
ourown troops should be posted nightand day 
round the tower, and that if at the end of the 
period specified—one week—he was alive to 
claim them, the money and the villages 
should both be made over to him. He was 
evidently frightened, and made objections 
to arrangements that he himself bad pro- 
posed the day before, and insisted that he 
must have a duplicate key to each lock, 
which he must leave in charge of his own 
people ; that the seals should be oaly placed 
apon a particular part of each lock, which 
he pointed out, and where they would have 
been perfectly useless, and also insisted 
upon no Mussulmen sentries being placed 
near the spet. 

“ After an hour's wrangle, he professing 
himself ready to fulfil his engagement on 
these conditions, and we firm in our resole- 
tion not to be hambugged, we rose to go 
away. He immediately broke out into the 
most violent abuse against all Eoglishmen 


| generally, and ourselves individually, whe, 


he said, had come all the way to Lahore on 
purpose to endeavour to lower him in the 
opinion of his own people, and to make 


them believe he was an impostor. * But,’ 
he added, ‘ you will not succeed ; my sane- 
tity is too firmly established to be called in 
question by you who believe in nothing, and 


are feringees and heretics.” In vain we as- 
sured him that the whole business had origi- 
nated in a volunteer on hie part to perform 
what we had all along felt convinced was 
impossible, and that we were still open to 
conviction, and that if we were allowed to 
witness what he stated so many other per- 
sons had done, we were willing to give our 
testimony to the fact, bat before doing so, 
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that conviction must be firm and complete. | three or four days, applying them to those 
He, however, still continued very violent; parts of the limb where the inflammation 
and abusive, and, after a short time spent | and distension appeared the greatest; the 
in trying to soothe him, we left him, With | fomentations were also continued. The 
no doubt on our minds of his being an im-| treatment, however, did not produce much 
postor. In the course of the evening he sent | improvement, either in the local or constitu- 
me a message by one of the Maharajah’s tional symptoms; a wasting diarrhaca took 
Sirdars, to say that Ranjeet Sing was very place, which was somewhat checked by a 
angry with him, and that ualess be could chalk mixture, combined with opiates. From 
succeed in convincing us, he should now | the great size and weight of the limb it was 
lose all the credit he had formerly gained, | impossible for the patient to lie in any other 
and should be looked upon by his owa coun- position but on her back ; and not withstand- 
trymen and brother priests as an impostor, ing every attention to cleanliness on the part 
—and that rather than this should occur, he | of the nurses, a sloughing of the nates and 
would agree to the proposed terms, though | muscles of the back began to take place, 
he felt sure that our object was only to de- | and maggots were found to be generated 
stroy him, and that we knew very well that | from the discharges which took place from 


he never would come out alive. 

“T told him, in reply, that I was as cer-| 
tain as himself of the latter fact, and Gat 
though there were no coroners’ inquests in | 
the Punjab, I had still a strong objection 
to having bis death laid at my door; aad | 
that, as he himself now allowed the danger! 
of the attempt, I must decline having any- 
thing more to do with it.” 





CHELTENHAM GENERAL HOSPITAL | 
MEDICAL REPORTS, WITH CASES AND CLINICAL 
OBSERVATIONS, 


By James M‘Cane, Physician to the Hospital. 


CASE OF PHAGEDENA. 


In a former report, allusion was made to a 
case of phagedwoa, which was supposed to 
have, in some degree, infected one of the 
wards of the hospital. The following is the 
history of that case :— 

E, Field, twenty-four years of age, was 
admitted oo the 24th September, 1839. She 
had been delivered of a child about three 
weeks before, under circumstances, as was 
stated, of much mental anxiety, as well as 
* of wantand privation.’ Thelabour was said | 
to have been difficult, and the child to have 
died either before or shortly after the deii- 
very. Wheo admitted, the left leg and thigh, 
as high as the pelvis, were swelled to a size 
nearly equal to her own body, an erysipe-_ 
latous inflammation extending over the whole 
shining surface of the limb, and gradually 
diffusing itself over the integuments of the 
pelvis aod abdomen; the pulse irritable and 
agitated, and scarcely to be counted, from its 
frequency ; the countenance indicative of 
distress and anxiety. Leeches were directed 
to be applied to the inflamed surface of the 
limb, and afterwards fomentations of poppy 
heads and chamomile flowers; saline effer- 
vescing draughts with a few drops of tincture 
of hyoscyamus to be frequentiy given with | 
an opiate at bed-time. The leeches were 
repeated two or three times within the next | 


the phagedznic ulceration. At this stage of 
the disease the following was prescribed :— 

Infusion of roses, Zvii ; 

Sulphate of quinine, gr. xii ; 

Diluted sulphuric acid, M. xii; 

Comp. tincture of bark, Sii; 

Spirit of nitrous eather, 3ii; 

Sedative liquor of opium, M. xxx. Mix. 
Take two large spoonfuls every third hour. 

Chicken-broth, chicken, jellys, bottled 


| porter, and wine, were now directed, accord- 


ing to circumstances; in order to support 
the strength of the patient, and to arrest if 
possible the progress of the phagedwnic ul- 
ceration. The phagedena, however, conti- 
nued to spread, and, in its destructive 
ravages, destroyed the attachments of the 
dorsal muscles to the sacrum, and other 


‘parts of the pelvis into which they are in- 


serted, so as to denude the bones; and, in 
its further progress, attacked the rectum, 
perineum, and other structures connected 
with the pelvis. Notwithstanding the ap- 
plication of dilute nitric acid to the slough- 
ing surfaces, and also of solutions of chloride 


' of lime, and the free use of chlorine fumiga- 


tions, it was found necessary to remove the 
patient intoa separate ward, where she sank 
gradaally exhausted, on the Sth November. 


In this case, although the patient was a 
married woman, there were mutual imputa- 
tions, accusations, and recriminations, by 


'the relatives on both sides, as the parties 


had not lived together; each party suppo- 
sing that syphilis was the predisposing cause 
of her illness. There was nothing, however, 
more than is stated in the account here given, 
to indicate what might be its origin or cause. 
This is not the place to enter into the questio 
vexata of small-pox; buat knowing as we 
now do, from pathological investigations, 
and from the occasionally fatal results of 
dissection wounds, the great danger of in- 
troducing into the system of any individual 
matter taken from the body of another, with 


‘whose previous or predisposing diseases 


we may be totally unacquainted, we muSt 
occasionally feel doubts respecting the 
philosophical propriety, as well as the prac- 
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PAROCHIAL MEDICAL RELIEF. 


tical utility, both of inoculation and vacci- 
nation. 

We know that diseases are now less fatal 
than formerly, and that the duration of human 
life is more extended is admitted, and proved 
by Insurance Societies. This may be owing 
to an improvement in our habits of life and 
modes of living; probably, also, to medical 
statistics and improved medical treatment. 
The last plague in London, according to 
Sydenham, was merely a fever ; but no such 
plague or fever bas since visited London, 
When cases of small-pox bow occur, spora- 
dically, they are seldom so severe as those 
described in the writings of the older phy-| 
sicians ; it is, therefore, at least probable | 
that were inoculation and vaccination both 
discontinued, small-pox, like the fever of 
Sydenham, would cease to be a plague. 


—_— 





THE LANCET. 





London, Saturday, March 7, 1840. 





Tue letter of Mr. Gattis, Secretary to the 
Wolverhampton Medical Society, affords a 
good illustration of the abuses that stil! 
prevail in the administration of Medica! 
Relief. The Medical Practitioners of Wol- 
verbampton acted with discretion and firm- 
ness; they gave the new system a fair trial ; 
aod when they found that there was no 
expectation of obtaining a “ fair remunera- 
* tion for the labours and expense incurred,” 





they addressed a Memorial to the Board of | 
Gaardians, showing that in the three first 
districts 1300 sick paupers had been at- | 
tended for £130, and soliciting a fair, rea- 
sonable rate of payment, in lieu of the mise- | 
rable pittance of 2s. percase. The Board of 
Guardians replied that “ they could not 
“ consent to increase the aggregate amount 
* of pay ;" and as no Resident Surgeon had 
the dishonesty or cruelty to enter into a 
contract which he could not keep, they 





appointed, at Lady-day, a person in Bilston, | 
The | 


sur- 


a place nearly three miles distant. 
reckless delinquent parochial 
geon to the township of Bilston ; and had 
thus entrusted to his care, in Bilston and 
Wolverhampton, a population of 45,000 





souls, 
No. 862, 
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We have frequently asserted that, at the 
present salary, the paupers cannot be sup- 
plied with efficient remedies, much less with 
adequate attendance, All the respectable re- 
sident surgeons of Wolverhampton declared 
to the Board of Guardians that this was the re- 
sultof their experience. We place the utmost 
reliance upon their statement, and should be 
glad to know if the Board of Guardians or 
the Poor-Law Commissioners touk any steps 
to ascertain the nature of the remedies which 
the Bilston Undertaker supplied under the 
contract? Whether they were satisfied 
with his nominal attendance upon the poor, 
or ever asked if the quality was not strictly 
upon a par with the price of the Bilston 
articles? If ever a Poor-Law Commission 
could be of the slightest use, either in en- 
lightening orcontrolling the local authorities, 
we should have thought it would be in 
cases of this kind; yet there is no example 
upon record—at least no example has ever 
come to our hearing—of the interference of 
the Commissioners to procure effectual Me- 
dical Relief in instances as unequivocal as 
that detailed above, where the Commissi- 
oners are perfectly well aware that the health 
of the poor is sacrificed for an insignificant, 
paltry saving. 

We have, nevertheless, expressed our- 
selves onthe whole gratified with the Minute 
of the Poor-Law Commissioners, dated Jane 
6th, 1839,as we are bound to believe that they 
intend to carry it into effect with as sincere 
a desire for the welfare of the Poor, and as 
much zeal as they ever exerted in reducing 
the rates and introducing the New Law. 

The Medical Profession gave the Poor- 
Law Commissioners credit for sincerity, 
and will in this month have ao opportunity 
of seeing whether their powers exist for 
good, or for evil only, and whether they 
succeed in introducing a plan of remunera- 
tion which, with all its imperfections, will 
be an immense improvement upon the pre- 
sent crude system. Mr. Lerevre and Mr. 
Lewis, in their interview with the Deputa- 
tion of the British Medical Association, 
last year, expressed a disposition to see the 
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paupers in the Poor-Law Unions sapplied| “16,040, In the appointment of Medical 
with efficient remedies and advice, which,' Officers, it has frequently happened that the 
after all, are the most economical; and offices have been let by Tender; do you think 
neither of the Commissioners appeared to that system desirable ’—J think it is most 


cherish Mr. Caapwicx’s one idea, that it 
was part of the function of the Commission 


| horrible.” 
Let us hear no more of the Tender system 


to injure and degrade the members of a | at Lady-day next. The medical districts in 
profession in every sense of the word liberal.' the country were in many instances too 
It will now be seen whether they deal in! extensive; in the cities they comprised 
deeds or in words only. ‘an amount of population which rendered 

With the best disposition in the world, | medical relief, in the proper sense of the 
the Poor-Law Commissioners can do little| word, impracticable. Among other in- 
without the co-operation of the great body | stances io which medical relief was inge- 
of the Medical Profession. Though better | niously rendered inaccessible to the poor, 
plans may be proposed, in order to secure | Mr. Rumsey mentioned the following (14,756 
unity of purpose, the medical candidates|—14,767). In the Aylesbury Union, he 
should everywhere take their stand upon) stated, that the distance of the Poor from 
the terms of remuneration suggested in the the Medical Officer in 1836, was 8, 11, or 12 
Minute, allowing for the accidental circum- | miles, while medical aid could be procured 
stances of the Union, and using every proper within 2, 3, or 4 miles. In the Banbury 
means to place in the hands of the Boards of | Union, one surgeon, in 1836, held two dis- 
Guardians the facts which served as the’ tricts containing 33 parishes, some of which 
basis of the plan sketched by the Commis-| were 8 miles from his residence, and 12 
sioners. | miles apart. In the Brackley Union the 

These facts, as it is stated on the face of | poor of King’s Satton, the largest parish in 
the Minute, exist in “the concurrent testi-| the Union, which had always had a resident 
“* mony of the witnesses examined before the | medical officer, were obliged to send nearly 
* Committee of the House of Commons,” of | 7 miles for medical relief. In the Tendring 
which we shall now proceed to give a rapid | Union the poor of Manningtree, a seaport 
summary. town, which contained 3 resident medical 

The inapplicability of the system of Tender, | men, were put into the hands of a medical 
for the appreciation of the medical salaries, | officer residing at Harwich, no less than 12 
was maintained by all the witnesses. Where | miles distant. Other examples were given 
the quality of an article in trade can be | in the Unions of Wallingford, Eton, Thame 
exactly ascertained, the Tender system is ap- in Oxfordshire, and Woodbridge—one of the 
plicable ; but if the bakers are made to bid ltowns in this Union having been placed 
against each other, until they get below the luoder a surgeon twelve miles distant, 
market price, the bread will run a risk of | although in that very town there were no 
being adulterated, or supplied of the worst! less than six surgeons and one physician 
quality; what chance is there, then, that resident. Then there were the Unions of 
physic and medical advice, which are tested | East Hamstead, Newbury, Faversham, 
with the greatest difficulty, will be properly Shipston-on-Stour, Dover, Pensburst, Leigh- 


supplied by adventurers, when all penset | ton-Benuard, Ambledon, North Aylesford, 
practitioners declare that the salaries are | Lincoln, Hereford, and districts innumera- 
imsafficient, and will not pay for the drugs’ | ble; every one marked out by its extent as 
Every right-thinking man must agree with | the broad grave of neglected sickness, and 
Sir Astiey Coorer in his answer to a ques- | many of them the scenes of well-remembeéred 
tion put by the Committee of the House of | atrocities. 

Commons :-— 





The inconveniences to the Sick Poor of 
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these arrangements were described by one 
of the witnesses, (15,706.) In the first place 
they have to send to the relieving officers 
and to the surgeon, distances of 7, 8, 10, 
11, and 14 miles; and after they have sent 
for the surgeon they have to send for medi- 
cines. If in a family nive miles from the me- 
dical officer, the wife were attacked by acute 
disease, the husband would have to leave his 
work, and to waste the day in going to the 
sargeon ; he would have to travel a distance 
of twice vine miles, making eighteen in all. 
If the distance were less considerable, chil- 
dren might be sent. The increase of expense 
te the surgeon is immense; it must involve 





the keeping of two or three horses. It 
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The medical offi- 
cers, we know, deeply regret the part they 


wick, in the affirmative. 


have to play, as the ill-paid instruments of 
a “ most smiling, smooth,” disastrous, and 
detestable system. At another time we 
shall diseuss all the facts connected with 
the remuneration of the Medica! Officers. 
The calamitous state of medical relief 
the Poor-Law Commissioners have, perhaps, 
no longer the power to redress; and we 
shall be glad to find that it will be remedied 
in the Poor-Law Amendment Act which 
Lorp Joun Resse. is about to introduce, 
A humane regard for the sick poor was 
expressed, and efficient measures to secure 
proper medical treatment were recommended 


increases the expense of medical attend- | in the Resolutions and Report of the Parlia- 
ance ; and whether that erpense be borne mentary Committee; and we do hope that 
by the surgeons or the rate-payers, is indif-| the sentiments uf the Committee of which 
ferent to the argument ; it is am unnecessary | be was a member, will be carried into effect 
expenditure of time and labour, which may! by the noble Lord. “I was sick,and ye 





be otherwise employed. No salary that 
the Poor-Law Geardians could give would | 
be equivalent to the labour io large dis- | 
tricts. Many lives, it is well known, have | 
been lost, and much suffering has been in- | 
flicted by the cruel system of rendering | 
medica) relief inaceessible. 
The city districts are too populous ; some 
of the medical officers have nominally at-, 
tended 1500 to 7000 parish cases, in addition 
to their private patients. They can bestow 
no time or proper pains on the investigation 


| 


of the cases which fall under their hands ; 
but, like the cattle and horse-doctors of the 
Romans, confine themselves to common su- 
perficial symptoms:—** Nam et ii, qui pecori- 
“ bus ac jumentis medentur, cum propria cu- 
‘*jusque ex mutis animalibus nosse non pos- 
“ sint, communibus tantummodo insistunt * * 
“ Bt qui ampla valetudinaria nutriunt, quia | 
‘* gingulis summa cura consulere non sustinent, | 
“ ad communia ista confugiunt.” 
Whether it be wrong that Christians and 
Englishmen—though paupers, and labouring | 
under the affliction of sickness—should be 


treated like the horses and cattle of Gun! 


is “a question not to be asked ;” but if 


visited me,” is praise to which the highest 


ambition may aspire. 


Observations illustrating the Characters of a 
Febrile Epidemic which prevailed in Domi- 
nica, in 1838. By Jounw Imeay, M.D. 


Re printed from the Edin. Med. Journal, No. 142 


Tats little pamphlet contains an interest- 
ing and well-written account of the yellow 
fever which prevailed at Dominica during 
the years 1837-8. As we shall soon have 
occasion to recur to the subject of yellow 
fever, in connection with the recently pub- 
lished work of M. Louis, we think that ao 
abridgment of Dr. Imray’s valuable obser- 
vations may be usefal. 

Symptoms.—The Dominica fever was 
never ushered in by a distinct rigor, and in 
very few instances even by chills or any 
sensation of cold. The usual premonitory 
symptoms were a feeling of great debility, 
faintness, and giddiness, the slightest mus- 
cular exertion being only effected by a pain- 
ful effort. A creeping sensation and sore- 
nes over the whole body were experienced, 
with inclination to vomit. These symptoms 
were accompanied or quickly succeeded by 
violent aching pain in the loins, stretching 
down the lower extremities, precordial op- 
pression, vomiting, severe headach, aod 
pains in the eyeballs, burning heat of sur- 
face, and great prostration of strength. The 
pulse in general was weak and quick, occa- 


asked, must be answered, even by a Cuap-| sionally full and strong, and sometimes 
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scarcely above the natural standard ; and | his speech; deafness and dimness of vision 
ia the latter instance the first stage was|supervened. A common symptom was ir- 
often extremely insidious; very little paia! regular motion of, or rather a partial loss of 
might be complained of, with the exception | power over, the muscles of voluntary motion. 
of slight headach. There was, perhbaps,a| The arms were in many instances so con- 
flush on the countenance; the eyes were | stantly moved from one position to another 
suffused, and the patient was thirsty; but} that the hand could scarcely be kept steady 
there was little or no irritability of stomach ; | for a sufficient length of time to admit of the 
the surface was constantly, but not mach,| pulse being numbered, aod when the wrist 
above the natural temperature; and occa-| was grasped a trembling or moving amongst 
sional perspirations took place, which did| the tendons was felt, but differing from 
not diminish the heat of the skin. These! subsul/tus tendinum; the same tremor was 
symptoms continued for two or three days| perceived when the tongue was protruded 
with scarcely any change, when suddenly | from the mouth, and the muscles of the face 
black vomit made its appearance, or exuda-| were in continual agitation. The mental 
tion of blood from the mucous membrane of | faculties now began to be affected, although 
the nose and mouth took place, or a train of | hitherto they may have remained unim- 
cerebral and nervous symptoms set io, very | paired, or bat little disturbed, Occasional 
soon ending in death. Such were the|iocoherency was noticed in the patient's 
features that many cases presented, but this| remarks after answeritg a few questions 
class was not the most numerous. rationally. All these nervous 8) mptoms 
In general the burning heat of skin con-| became greatly aggravated towards the close 
tinued, with violent headach, and pain in| of the scene; the anxiety and restlessness 
the back and legs, the countenance in nearly | indescribable, and the terror extreme, the 
every instance being flushed, and the eyes| patient being with difficulty kept in bed, 
injected ; the tongue, at first slightly coated, | and exhibiting at times a degree of muscu- 
afterwards acquired a thick brownish co-|lar power altogether extraordinary, when 
vering, or remained comparatively clean | compared with his former state of debility. 
throughout ; the thirst was urgent, every| As death approached the confusion (and 
kind of fluid taken being almost instantly | embarrassment of speech were greatly in- 
rejected; intractable vomiting forming a|creased, while the deafness continued, 
very general symptom. The odour of the| with strabismus, dilated pupils, and partial 
cutaneous exhalations was often extremely | loss of vision. At this period, in many in- 
disagreeable, as well to the patient himself | stances, the irritability of stomach returned, 
as his attendants. accompanied by frequent discharges of dark- 
The bowels were in general difficult to| coloured fluid, like coffee-grounds, the de- 
be moved; the fortor became more intole-|jections being nearly of the same nature ; 
rable towards the last stage. The above} but often, when the violent vomiting and 
symptoms continued unabated, or rather in-| retching of the first stage had ceased, the 
creasing, without any remission occurring | stomach seemed to lose all nervous power, 
until the second, third, and seldom so late | and become as it were paralysed. Nourish- 
as the fourth day; then a cessation of all | ment, medicine, and the most powerful sti- 
pain took place, and the febrile excitement | muli, were retained in any quantity, bat pro- 
subsided, The skin became cool and moist, | duced no perceptible effect, the vital ener- 
the pulse sank to the natural standard, or | gies sinking rapidly, coma supervening, or 
below, and the stomach no longer rejected | a convulsive struggle, most painful to wit- 
food or medicine ; occasionally the tongue | ness, closed the distressing scene. 
remained dry, and thirst coutinued, or pre- | The disease thus graphically described 
cordial oppression, indicated by a heavy |, De I » ied. | ‘ 
load at the stomach, was complained of, rv r. rd adifiered, im many respects, 
| from the ordinary fevers of the country. 


During this stage, which coutinued from 
two or three to thirty-six bours, being rarely Yellowness of the surface was invaria- 
longer protracted, there might be some | bly present, appearing on the second, third, 
anxiety and uneasiness, but the patient gave | or fourth day, as the disease was more or 
no indication of suffering pain. A slight! less rapid in its progress. The yellow hae 
yellowish tinge of the conjunctiva, and a| soon extended over the body, but in general 
dusky yellow colour of the face and neck,| continued deepest on the neck, shoulders, 
were now observed; and although the pa-| and breast. Black vomit was not so con- 
tient’s strength was at this time evideutly | stant an attendant of the disease as the 
giving way, he would strive to appear! yellowness of surface; but this discharge 
stronger and better than he really felt, and | from the stomach took place in a majority 
still desire to be permitted to leave his bed,| of the fatal cases. On examination after 
but only senk back exhausted if he made} death, when black vomit had not occurred, 
the attempt. the stomach was always found to cootdin 
As the last stage advanced a new train| the Quid, and, in all probability, in most of 
of symptoms made its appearance. The | those cases, if not all, that ended very ra- 
patient became very restless, and faltered in| pidly with but little gastric disturbance, 
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dissection would have revealed the presence 
of the matter of black vomit in the stomach. 
This deadly symptom usually occurred on 
the third or fourth, sometimes on the second 
day; but at whatever period it occurred, 
the patient's fate was sealed,—no instance 
of recovery taking place afterwards. 


Treatment.—It was found that bloodletting 


was not only inefficacious, but often highly | 


injurious. Calomel, also, the favourite re- 
medy of so many practitioners in the West 
Indies, was tried in a series of cases, but 
failed. Dr. Stevens's saline treatment was 
likewise employed (Dr. 1. does not say in 
how many cases); yet in no instance could 


it be said that it produced any marked effect, | 


either in preventing the occurrence of ma- 
lignavt symptoms, or removing them after 
their appearance. The treatment was, there- 
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several days. If discontinued only for g 
few hours, siaking of the pulse and cold 
extremities was the consequence. A dozen 
bottles of champagne, besides other stima- 
lants, were used within a few days, and 
merely with the effect of keeping up the 





vital energies; and in another instance, of 
| a Methodist clergyman, who had previously 
been accustomed to drink only water, the 
same treatment, in the last stage, evidently 
| saved life. Even after bleeding from the 
gums had appeared, the effects of the cham- 
pagne he described as being so soothing 
that he invariably asked for it himself when 
he felt its stimulating action wearing off, 
and the feeling of sinking returning. 

Morbid Anatomy.— A remarkable uni- 
| formity was observed in the morbid appear- 


{ances which preseuted themselves on dis- 


fore, confined to watching and controlling | section: and this remark bears a particular 
the symptoms as they arose, and endeavour- | application to the stomach, which suffered 


ing to conduct the case to a favourable| im a greater degree, and more constantly, 
jthan any other organ. So invariably was 





termination, 

With this view the bowels were freely 
opened at the commencement of the attack. 
When the skin was hot and dry, James's 
powder was administered, with saline dia- 
phoretics. The warm bath was, occasion- 
ally, had recourse to, and the cerebral symp- 
toms were combated by cold affusion on 
the naked scalp. 
calm the stomach; but sometimes the irri- 
tability of the latter was altogether intract- 
able. As to the sulphate of quinine, a 
remedy so efficacious in the remittent fevers 
of the West Indies, no opportunity was 
afforded for its exhibition in the first stage, 
and in the stage of collapse it was com 
pletely inert. 

When the symptoms of impaired orga. 
nic sensibility began to make their appear- 
ance, exhibition of medicine was of little or 
no avail; the only chance left for the pa- 
tient was to support the vital powers, aod 
excite the nervous system, by giving stimu- 
Jants in no ordinary doses ; the application 
of sinapisms, blisters, Ac., to the extre- 
mities, or constant friction with hot fannel, 
carefully keeping up the general heat of the 
body. 

Amongst the various stimulating sub- 
stances which were had recourse to, few 
were found to answer so well as champagne. 

In the case of a lady, the wife of an 
officer of the 74th, whom Dr. Imray visited 
in consultation with Dr. Hopkins, stimu- 
lants in large quantities were required for 


Opiates were given to | 


| congestion, infammation, or disorganisation 
found in every case which was examined, 
| that a diseased state of this organ seemed 
| to arise as a necessary consequence, or exist 
las ao essential part of the fever. The ex- 
ternal surface of the stomach seldom offered 
janythiog worthy of notice, with the excep- 
jtion of the large veins being occasionally 
|eongested. A viscid black fluid, sometimes 
in considerable quantity, was always dis- 
covered in the interior ; and the villous coat 
was corrugated and thrown into numerous 
folds, and inflamed or congested in a greater 
or less degree, or changed in structure, 
according to the violence of the symptoms 
and the rapidity with which the case ter- 
|minated. If death took place on the second, 
third, or fourth dey, the iacreased vascula- 
rity was noticed in bright-red, or dark, 
dusky patches, confined, generally, towards 
the pyloric orifice. In other instances the 
inflammatory action extended in patches 
;over the greater part of the mucous mem- 
| brane; and if the case was protracted to 
the sixth or seventh day, or later, the whole 
| surface was usually involved, the inflam- 
mation having run on to disorganization of 
the mucous coat, which was softened, and 
frequently thickened with the substance of 
the viscus generally, and presented a leaden- 
coloured, dark greenish, or mottied appear- 
ance, with here and there spots of vascula- 
rity or dusky patches. The fluid found in 
the stomach was precisely of the same cha- 
racter as that which was vomited during 
life. When washed carefully from the 
mucous surface, many black patches were 
sometimes left adhering, which it was found 
impossible to remove. 

The colour of the liver was, in almost 
every instance, changed to a light yellow, 
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or gamboge hue; but when cut into the| 
gland exhibited no alteration of structure. 


M. Louis, as we shall hereafter show, | 
has drawn particular attention to this lesion | 
of the liver. 


The gall-bladder was in general flaccid, 
but sometimes contained a quantity of bile, 
of thinner consistence, and lighter colour 
than natural, Vascularity of the membranes 
and substance of the brain was observed, 
with effusion within the ventricles and at 
the base. The organs within the chest were 
always healthy, uoless where previous dis- 
ease existed. 


An Atias of Plates, illustrative of the Prin- 
ciples and Practice of Obstetric Medicine 
and Surgery, with descriptive Letter-press. 
By Feancis H, Ramspotuam, M.D. Parts 
1, II, and III, Churchill: London, 1840. 
We strongly recommend the work which 

now lies before us to the attention of our 

readers. In former times the highest praise 
bestowed upon a work was, 


*Omne tulit punctam, qui miscuit utile 


dalci ;” 
Now, the two great characteristics of 
popular treatises are “ utility and cheap- 
ness.” 


Dr. Ramsbotham’s “ Atlas ” will, we feel 
convinced, be an “usefal ” contribution to 
medical literature, and it is decidedly one 
of the “ cheapest” works which has ever 
issued from the medical press of the coun- 
try. Each number contains six well-exe- 
cuted steel-engravings, besides occasional 
illustrations from wood-cuts, printed with 
the text. The latter extends to two sheets 
for each number, and the whole will be 
completed in twelve monthly parts. Thos, 
for eighteen shillings, the stadent or prac- 
titioner may obtain a complee series of 
engravings (amounting to seventy-two), 
letier-press, illustrative of all the most im- 
portant points in obstetric practice. The 
numbers now before us are confined to 
anatomical details, When the Author shall 
have arrived at the practical portion of his 
treatise, we will again recur to this usefal 
work, which reflects great credit on the 
Spirit and liberality of the publisher. We 
feel assured that they will be rewarded by 
an extensive circulation of “ The Atlas.” 


with 


MIDWIFERY PLATES.—THE EXCITO-MOTORY SYSTEM. 


ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRUR- 
GICAL SOCIETY, 
Tuesday, February 25, 1840. 

Sir B. C. Bropie, Bart., President. 
Memoirs on some Principles of Pathology of 

the Nervous System. By Marswats Hatt, 

M.D., F.RLS. 

MEMOIR IT. 


the Morbid Reflex and Retrograde 
Action of the Spinal Marrow. 


Ona 


Is this memoir the author describes some 
of the applications of the discovery of the 
true spinal system to clinical medicine, and 
especially traces the principle of the reflex 
actions in reference to the diseases of the 
nervous system. 

This principle of action is the vis nerresa 
of Haller, acting according to new)y-dis- 
covered laws, in reflex and retrograde direc- 
tions. 2 

The reflex actions are modified and con- 
trolled by volition, are diminished ia cases 
in which the cis nervosa or the vis insifa are 
impaired, and absent altogether when the 
arc is interrupted. In order that this symp- 
tom may manifest itself then, 

1. The interference of volition should be 
removed, 

2. The vis nerrosa and the ris muscularis 
should be unimpaired, not to say augmented ; 
and, 

3. The reflex nervous arcs should be un- 
laterrupted. 

The author next traces the occurrence of 
the reflex actions, not in paraplegia alone, 
but in diseases of the head in genera), and 
in hemiplegia in particular; in paraplegia, 
tetanus, bydrophobia, and in the effects 
of strychaine. The next subject noticed is 
the occurrence of undue excitability in 
certain diseases of the spine; these follow 
a peculiar kind of dysphagia, a peculiar 
action of the rectum and bladder, a peculiar 
action of the serrati and reeti muscles; the 
effects of strychoine and cantharides, &c. 

The author next treats of the excitants of 
the reflex actions. These are cold, heat, 
mechanical stimuli,—as pioching, the light 
touch of a feather, the plecking of a hair, 
tickling, &c. It is remarkable that the 
etiects are by no means in proportion to the 
apparent force of the cause, and the actions 
may be entirely independent of any sensa- 
tion, 

Each of these subjects was illustrated by 
a case, or cases, very briefly detailed. 

Ketrograde action in the spa! marrow is 
next noticed, Io some cases it has appeared 
that when disease is seated below the origih 


| of the brachial plexus, the arm or arms have 


been affected. This subject wants investi- 
gation ; it is, like that of the reflex actions, 








DR. HALL ON THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 
|the true spinal functions not hitherto de- 


highly important in the diagnosis of the 
locality of the disease. 

The paper was concluded by the follow- 
ing inferences :— 

1. Itis proved by the series of facts which 
have been observed in the human subject, 
that the excito-motory reflex actions are 
independent of sensation and volition, how- 
ever they may be accompanied by sensation, 
or influenced by volition, in the perfect 
animal. 

2. It is proved, as a consequence, that th: 
reflex actions are dependent on another 
principle of the nervous system, and it is 
proved by a series of experiments that this 
principle is the vis nervesa of Hialler, acting 
according to a new reflex law. 

8. The phenomena of the excito-motory 
reflex actions are obvious ia cases of para- 
lysis, in proportion as that paralysis is more 
complete ; they are, therefore, more obser- 
vable in paraplegia than in hemiplegia, io 
general; but in each of these, according to 
their intensity, they are, therefore, not only 
independent of sensation and volition, but 
inversely as these, frequently disappearing 
as these return. 

4. In accidents, as in experiments, the 
excited reflex actions are not immediately 
observed, but are manifested only afler the 
lapse of certain intervals of time; it is 
plain, therefore, that the first influence of the 
shock is to diminish the excito-motory 
power, and this may remain until the patient 
falls a prey to the accident, as in the case 
noticed in Dr. Budd's paper, published in 
the last volume of the Society's “ Transac- 
tions,” page 185. 

5. It is observed that, at a subsequent 
period, in more favourable cases, the excito- 
motory power is not only restored to its 
normal condition, but is morbidly aug- 
mented. 

6. This is especially observed io certain 
diseases, as tetanus, the effects of strych- 
nine, &c. 

7. The refiex arcs of the nervous system 
will be imperfect in cases of disease, or inju- 
ries of the lumbar or other regioas, as in the 
case noticed io Dr. Budd's paper (page 155), 
and the reflex actions will, consequently, 
be absent—a fact which affords, in its turn, 
ap important source of diagoosis, as to the 
seat of the disease. 

8. In certain cerebral affections, attended 
by coma, the presence or absence of reflex 
actions, in the eyelids especially, gives us 
an index of the degree of severity of the 
disease. 

9. Certain diseases, as hydrophobia, epi- 
lepsy, hysteria, and certain remedies, as 
strychnine, cantharides, &c., not only induce 
augmeoted excitability, but manifest their 
effects precisely upon those organs which 
are, physiologically, under the influence and 
dominion of the excito-motory power. 

10, There are new forms of the disease of 


scribed, such as the dysphagia, the peculiar 
action of the rectum, &c., which have been 
briefly noticed. 

11. Certain parts, as the sides of the 
thorax, the soles of the feet, &c., are more 
susceptible of the excitement in question 
thaa others, 

12. Dr. W. Budd has very justly ob- 
served that in many cases of vivlent reflex, 
and even convulsive actions, there was no 
sense of fatigue, and little emaciation of the 
muscles. In fact, fatigue is a cerebral act, 
and cannot be expected to occur in the cases 
io which the reflex actions are most ob- 
served, and emaciation is the most obvious 
in spinal paralysis, in which the reflex ares 
being interrupted, the reflex actions are also 
precluded from taking place. Fatigue is 
telt after violent attacks of epilepsy and 
other spasmodic diseases, in which the cere- 
bral functions are afterwards restored. 

Dr. Mayo complimented the author on 
his valuable paper, but wished to discuss 
the question of his claims as a discoverer, 
Movements resulting from stimuli applied, 
independently of sensation or volition, had 
long been observed hy physicians, and the 
word reflex only expressed differently what 
had been previously well known, He (Dr. 
Mayo) made these remarks in order to in- 
duce Dr. Hall to explain himself to the 
Society. 

Dr. G. Bepp thought that volition had Jess 
influence over the reflex action than was 
supposed. An interesting case existed on 
board the Dreadnought, already noticed in 
his brother's paper, in which, although vo- 


luotary motion was restored, the reflex 
actions were manifested in a remarkable 
manner; they were induced especially when 
a corn on one of the toes was irritated, 


although such irritation Was unattended by 
sensation. In hemiplegia the reflex actions 
were less observed. 

Dr. Marsuatt Hart observed that he 
was by no means the first to use the term 
refiex ; he believed that Dr. Why tt had done 
so, and at any rate a similar expression had 
been used by Prochaska. Dr. Hall did not 
claim either this mode of expression or the 
idea conveyed by it; and having been 
called upon to do so, he wouid bri fly state 
what, or part of what, be didclaim. He 
believed that po one, previously to himself, 
had pointed out the existence of a distinct 
organ, for which he knew of vo better desig- 
nation than the true spinal marrow, io the 
same theca vertebralis with the chord of 
cerebral nerves. No one had shown that 
in the same neurilema with the cerebral, 
sentient, and voluntary nerves, and also dis- 
tinctly from these, there existed a system of 
excitor and motor nerves having the true 
spinal marrow for their ceatre and com- 
biner. No ope had shown the agency of the 
vis nervosa of Haller, as the motor principle 
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in this subdivision of the nervous system ; 
in fact the thing had been impossible, for it 
was first necessary to demonstrate that the 
vis nervosa acted in modes and direc- 
tions unkuown before. Dr. Hall had fur- 
ther shown that this system of nerves, that 
this motor principle, were the agent and 
channels of action in all the physiological 
acts of ingestion and egestion, and in all the 
morbid acts of spasmodic diseases. Had 
any one previously suggested the idea, even 
that deglutition, for example, was a spinal 
act?) This simple question was enough to 


determine the whole. His (Dr. Hall's) dis- | 


covery was not that of the reflex actions, 
but of the true spinal system—its anatomy, 
hysiology, pathology, and therapeutics. 
n reference to Dr. Budd's observations on 


the reflex actions in disease, he (Dr. Halli) | 
might remark, that the influence of volition | 
over the reflex actions was confined within | 


limits which had not yet been determined. 
These actions were generally most obvious, 
however, in those cases in which the para- 
lysis of volition was most complete ; hemi- 
plegia was rarely so complete as paraplegia; 
the reflex actions were, therefore, less obser- 
vable in the former than in the latter affec- 
tion. Dr. Hall begged once more to call 
the attention of the Society to the very 
extensive application of the principles which 
he had been investigating, to the diagnosis 
and practice in the diseases of the nervous 
system. A multitude of questions pre- 
sented themselves for inquiry, which he 
proposed bringing in successioa before the 
Society ; none of these was more interesting 
than that of the influence of emotion, of 
which he proposed to treat in his next 
memoir. 





ANNIVERSARY MEETING. 
Monday, March 2nd. 





Arter the preliminary business of reading 
the statement of accounts, and the election 
of officers for the ensuing year, had been 
gone through, Sir Benjamin Brodie delivered 
a retrospective address. He proceeded to 
say, that in the year 1805 twenty-eight iv- 


it was interesting to all, but especially to 
the four who had seen the progress of the 
Society from its earliest period, to compare 
its first history with its present state. Oa 
referring to the minute book of the Society, 
he found the first meetings were seldom at- 
tended by more than eight or ten, often by 
only four or five Fellows. At the present 
time the meetings were very numerously at- 
tended. In the first year the Library con- 
sisted of only one hundred volumes, which 
were the contributions of the members; the 
papers read were few in number; so that it 
required the produce of four sessions to 
form the very small first volume of the So- 
ciety’s Transactions; this offered a striking 
contrast with the present state of the Society, 
its extensive library, its almost annual pub- 
lication of a large volume of Transactions. 
He thought, in viewing these results, that 
| every one would decide that the founders of 
the Medico-Chirurgical Society had de- 
served well of their profession and the pub- 
lic. If any one were to ask him what were 
the advantages of this Society, he should 
say, first, its library, inferior in this metro- 
polis only to that of the College of Surgeons, 
and having the great advantage of the circu- 
| lation of books among the Fellows, so that 
| they could peruse them during their leisure- 
j}hours. He should say, secondly, whatever 
| brought a oumber of men of one profession 
| into friendly intercourse and scientific con- 
versation, would be useful in exciting emu- 
lation, exercising the intellect, and giving ad- 
| ditions to their knowledge; it maintained 
| the zeal of the zealous, while it imparted a 
| spirit of emulation to those previously with- 
out it; thirdly, it removed that distrustful 
feeling so liable to be engendered in pro- 
fessional men not personally acquainted ; it 
gave us a better knowledge of ourselves, 
taught us humility with respect to our own 
attainments, and a respect for the opinions 
of others. Among other advantages, the 
publication of Transactions might be also 
| mentioned. No one would doubt but that 
| such publications preserved many researches, 
which would have been otherwise lost to 
the world, while they also excited indivi- 
duals to contribute to the common stock. It 














dividuals, distinguished in some way or other | was scarcely necessary to draw the atten- 
in the profession, met together at the Free-/| tion of the Fellows present to the contents 
masons’ Tavern, for the purpose of consti-| of the last volume, because they were most 
tuting themselves into a Society, for con-| probably known to all of them; but he 
versation on professional subjects, the thought he might say, that it was inferior to 
reading of papers,and the formation of a/ none of its predecessors. The meetings of 
library ; they also invited their medical | the last session had been well attended, the 


brethren to jointhem. They were met toge- 
ther at the present time to celebrate the 
35th Anniversary of the Society then formed. 
Of the twenty-eight individuals who had 
been instrumental in the formation of the 
Society, four only remained in this state of 
existence ; and those gentlemen could not 
but Jook with great satisfaction at the reali- 
sation of their plans of usefulness. Indeed 


communications interesting, and many not 
unimportant discussionshad taken place. It 
would not be well to institute comparisons 
between the Transactions of that and other 
Societies ; posterity would give them a 
place neither higher nor lower than théy 
deserved. This much, however, he thought 
they might anticipate, that whoever, in 
future, might read the Transactions of that 
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Society, would find that there had existed 
mapy members of the profession whe had 
not made their calling a trade, but a science ; 
and also that if that profession were not 
dealt with practically, it was neither inte- 
resting nor useful. 

During the past year three hundred vol- 
umes had been added to the library; the 
income of the two preceding years had ex- 
ceeded the expenditure by nearly four bun- 
dred pounds, which were invested in the 
funds; and as another proof of the advance- 
ment of the Society in credit and reputation, 
the fact of the admission of thirty new mem- 
bers during the past year might be men- 
tioned. The hand of Death had, during the 
past twelve months, passed lightly over their 
associates, only one out of four hundred 
having become his victim, The loss of this 
individual would be regretted as a man of 
science and intellect, but more especially by 
those who had the opportunity of enjoying 
his friendship and unaffected conversatioo— 
the deceased Feliow to whom be alluded was 
the late Professor Coleman, Sir Benjamin 
then gave a short biographical sketch of Mr. 
Coleman, which he concluded by the fol- 
lowing opinion of his mental character: he 
thought his intellect was of a high order, 
and gave indications of genius; he had ob- 
tained little knowledge from books, but he 
had been ao original observer, and had re- 
flected well on all he had observed, and 
drew his own conclusions. Hence it was 
that in many subjects he was behind the 
knowledge of the day, but he had a peculiar 
knowledge of his own, and could give infor- 
mation such as no one else could impart. 
At the wish of the Council, he (Sir Ben- 
jamin) would allude to anothersabject. In 
a great city like this, there must necessarily 
be a great number of facts connected with 
morbid anatomy, which were turned to no 
account. With the view of collecting these 
facts for the common good, and in order 
that all might profit from them, the Council 
had proposed the addition of a few weekly 
meetings during the session, with the follow- 
ing objects in view :—The exhibition of spe- 
cimens of morbid anatomy; the announce- 
ment of new facts in pathology, and for dis- 
cussions upon them, A Society like this 
had been formed in Dublin, with the most 
excellent results ; there was no reason why 
a similar Society might not be as useful in 
this metropolis. The first meeting would 
be on Tuesday, the 17th of March; the 
number of future meetings, with other de- 
tails, would be arranged hereafter. 

After thanking the Fellows for their at- 
and kindoess to him during the past 





session, the worthy President sat down amid | q 


much cheering. 





THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
INSANITY, 
AND CEREBRAL DISEASES THAT ARE 
NOT INSANITY. 





To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sin:—Any disease of the brain may be 
attended with disturbed, confined or im- 
paired intellect; but erery disease of the 
brain, so attended, is not insanity. It is to 
this subject that I beg to draw the attention 
of the profession and public. 

If a patient be afflicted with hemiplegia, 
the mind as well as the limbs may be para- 
lysed ; he may become imbecile, he may be 
entirely incapable of taking care either of 
his property or his personal safety ; he may 
even be mischievous, tearing books, or his 
own clothes. He is very likely to havea 
morbid appetite, and to eat immoderately, 
and improper things, such as unripe fruit, 
&e.; but this person is not insane. He is 
not a fit person to be classed with those who 
are afflicted with a hereditary malady. The 
easiest mode of disposing of such a persoa 
is, certainly, to immure him in a mad-house. 
But is this jast? Especially, is this just 
towards survivors, children, or other rela- 
tives? Would a parent so dispose of his 
cherished offspring, or friends of a beloved 
relative, so afflicted ’ 

I will now proceed to detail a melancholy 
case, briefly. A young man, asurgeon, goes 
into his stable, and his horse seizes hold of 
his coat, and tears it from his back. The 
surprise, the alarm, affect his head, and he 
is never free from headach from that time to 
the period when he loses his father, some 
time afterwards, On this occasion, in the 
coach, on his way to the funeral, he is seized 
with apoplexy, which issues in hemiplegia, 
not very severe, but very marked. He re- 
covers; but his speech remains indistinct. 
Several years afterwards, he leaves his 
practice, retires to comparative inactivity, 
and gradually becomes affected with aliena- 
tion and imbecility of mind. He is sent to 
a public asylum, but is removed to one of a 
more private character. 

Is not this a melancholy history’ Is not 
the patient entitled, though disabled in mind 
or limb, to every consideration ? Should he 
not be allowed to pursue his little amuse- 
ments, such as gardening or fishing, at 
large, with a proper guardian or companion 
of course, and to see his children and his 
friends, instead of being imprisoned amongst 
strangers, however kind? Should not the 
stigma of a disposition to insanity be re- 
moved frow his immediate relatives, by 
letting the world see that the case is not 
insanity, but paralysis, the effect of cerebral 
isease,—in the present case, of cerebral 
hemorrhage or hemiplegia? 
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Should these cases be classed together?|in 24 hours) has the following advan- 
Would it not be well to have institutions for | tages :— 
cerebral disease, not insanity, as well as for) 1. It shortens the duration of the attack. 





insanity itself? |The duration under aatiphlogistic treatment 
I may treat this subject more at length 
hereafter. At present, I content myself 
with drawing your attention to the import- 
ant subject. I am, Sir, your obedient 
servant, Marswace Har. 


14, Manchester-square, Feb. 24, 1840. 


TREATMENT OF RHEUMATISM AND | 
PERICARDITIS, 





To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin :-—Having seen, in a late Number of 
Tue Lancer, a case and observations on 
rheumatic fever, by Dr. Smith, I beg leave, 
through the same valuable medium, to offer 
a few remarks upon it. The case addaced 
does not appear to be one of mere rheuma- 
tism, and the observations appended seem 
laudatory of the treatment adopted. How 
far it was suecessful may be judged of by 
the result. P ‘s attack commenced | 
Oct. 16, and on Nov. 15 (last visit), after | 
the lapse of a month, the report rans— | 
“ Slight restraint in dilatation of chest; 
respiratory murmur audible, but weaker | 
than natura! ; pulse starting, between 05 and | 
100 ; sounds of heart louder, more abrupt, | 
more diffused than natural, and first sound 
accompanied bya sonorous bruit de soufflet.” | 
Is this case brought forward as a cure’ 
or is it calculated to pat the line of treat- 
ment pursued in a favourable light? Can 
we wonder at reading, somewhat farther 
on, that, in six months after, a return of the 
disease carried off the patient? 

If the case et all proves anything, it is 
this—that bleeding and mercury do not 
constitute the best treatment, either to re- 
lieve the pain, shorten the duration, or pre- 
vent the recurrence of rheumatism, more 
especially when pericarditis has ensued. 

Dr. Corrigan, of Dublin, in a paper pub- 
lished in the “ Dublin Journal,” Nov., 1539," 
has given us the result of eight cases, 
treated and cured by opiam. Having seen 
the treatment of his hospital cases, I can 
vouch for their accuracy, and I had then the 
opportunity of contrasting it with the anti- 
phlogistic plan adopted in another part of 
the hospital, with nearly the same as Dr. 
Smith's success. 

As I should injure the author’s paper by 
curtailing it, I shall only give a few of the 
results which he has drawn together at its 
close. 

The treatment of rheumatism by full doses 
of opium (averaging abont 10 or 12 grains | 
es ' 

* “ Observations on the Treatment of | 
Acute Rheumatism by Opium.” By D. J. 
Corrigan, M.D. | 


; 











averages 26 days ; ditto opiate, 9 days, 

2. It relieves pain ; opiate treatment does 
not constipate the bowels, or narcotise ; 
and even when the night is passed without 
a sleep, “ it is passed in calm quietness.” 

3. It doesnot reduce the patient's strength, 
or render him liable to the supervention of 
other disease. 

4. It more certainly prevents the compli- 
eation of endo-carditis or pericarditis. Inal- 
most every case treated antiphlogistically the 
fibrous tissues of the heart were attacked, 
while in Dr. C.’s opiate treatment not one 
instance occurred. 

The reasons for adopting this plan 1 shall 
not trespass longer on your time to enume- 
rate, but refer the reader to Dr. C.’s paper, 
where he will be convinced of their accord- 
ance with true pathological principles, and 
also find a satisfactory explanation of the 


| occurrence of pericardial effusions in acute 


rheumatism. I remain, Sir, yours, 
Taos. Antisert, M.R.C.S.L. 
Vauxhall, Feb. 10, 1840. 


MEDICAL RELIEF IN THE UNIONS. 





To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin :—I am one of those who have waited 
with considerable solicitude the appearance 
of the plan by which the Poor-Law Com- 
missioners propose to carry out the recom- 
mendation of the Parliamentary Committee 


‘and the pledges of their last Minute, and I 


confess I am disappointed that another year 
is to be commenced under the degrading 
system of Tender. I was anxious to learn 
if such would be the case, and, therefore, 
addressed a letter to the Poor-Law Com- 
missioners on the subject. The reply I 
subjoin, which you may, perhaps, think 
proper to insert in your next Number, for 
the information of your numerous readers. 

I, together with several medical neigh- 
bowrs, have adopted the Petition for Medi- 
cal Reform which was recommended by 
the British Medical Association ; and I trust 
that every country practitioner will imme- 
diately co-operate in endeavouring to effect 
what will be so conducive to the best inte- 
rests of the profession and to the public 
generally. I am, Sir, yours, 

L. Owen Fox. 


Broughton, Stockbridge, Hants, 
March 2, 1840. 
[As the letter of Mr. Chadwick is an 
official and not a private communication, we 
give it a place in print.) 








are ST OE SS ——“(<‘ rv 





MEDICAL RELIEF.—POISONING. 899 


© Poor-Law Commission Office, 
“ Feb. 8, 1840. 

“ Sir :—The Poor-Law Commissioners ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
12th instant, and, in answer to your inquiry 
contained therein, desire to state that they 
have reported fully to Her Majesty's Go- 
vernment on the subject of Medical Relief 
(amongst other things), which Report will 
be laid befere Parliament in the course of 
the present session, and that the Commis- 
sioners will not recommend any general and 
uniform system of Medical Relief to the 
Boards of Guardians until that Report shal! 
have been presented to Parliament. 

“ Signed, by Order of the Board, 
* E. Cuapwick, Secretary. 
“To LO. Fox, Esq., Sergeon, 
“ Broughton, Stockbridge.” 


ELECTION OF MEDICAL OFFICERS 
IN THE UNIONS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—It is much to be regretted that the 
Poor-Law Commissioners do not, by some 
decisive step, put an end to the heartburn- 
ings which annually occur upon the election 
of Medical Officers in the Unions. On these 
occasions the manceuvrings and trickery 
practised in some parts of the country, are 
not only disgraceful to the law itself, bat 
highly injurious to the interest of both poor 
and parish. 

I know a case which strikingly illustrates 
the little care bestowed by the Guardians 
in their seleciion of Medical Officers to 
Unions ; it occurred in the Stratton Union, 
Cornwall. The two senior pratitioners 


there, one claiming to be the “ oracle” of | 


the place, and the other a sort of “ light 


from the west,” are neither of them mem- | 


bers of the Hall or College. It is evident 
that Jack Brimble and George Scown had 
just as much right to practice; and with the 
assistauce of popular prejudice, backed by 
the adoption of a certain “ gravity” of man- 
ners to conceal their defective educations, 
might have been just as successful. J re- 
main yours, Sir, 
BLANCHMINSTER. 
Binhamy Castle, Feb. 29, 1840. 


POISONING WITH MURIATIC 
ACID, 


To the Editer of Tut Lancer. 


Sir :—If the following report of a case of 
suspected poisoning, by muriatic acid, be 
deemed worthy of a place in your valuable 
Periodical, it will be entirely at your ser- 
vice. I believe that no case of the kind has 


hitherto been reported in this country. I 
jam, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Tuomas Freperic Crawrorp, Surgeon, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Feb. 21, 1840. 





| 
| A woman, by name Smith, aged 40, who 
was reported, in the * Port-of-Tyoe Pilot,” 
to have died last autumn, from the effects of 
k, with 
intent of poisoning herself, two onaces of a 
mixtare used by her husband for the pur- 
pose of “ browning gun-barrels.” The fol- 

lowing is a copy of the ree ipe:- 
Te tincture of steel and muriatic assed, 
equal quantities, add a few drops of 


swallowing corrosive sublimate, to 


corrosie suplement. 

| Seon afier she took the mixture, she vo- 
mited. In less than half an hour she was 
seen by a druggist, but did not vomit then, 
nor again. She answered questions ration- 
ally, and was sensible until she died, bat 
|made no complaint of heat, or pain, in the 
mouth, throat, or epigastriam. She had po 
thirst; no pulse could be felt at the extremi- 
| ties, and the heart's action was v« ry feeble. 
| The muscles of the extremities felt hard, as 
| if contracted; she died in about five hours 
and a half after haviog taken the mixture. 
| Two hours and a half before death she had 
ltwo stools. A practitioner was called io, 
and she was treated, as is seen, without 
effect. 

Autepsy, Fifteen Hours Post-mortem. 
| The hody preseated a thick layer of sub- 
| cutaneous fat. 

Chest.—The blood in the heart was fluid 
and black. 

Abdomen.—Stomach contracted, and ex- 
|hibited its mucous membrane thrown into 
lridges and furrows; the ridges were of a 
brown colour, as if charred, and when the 
surface was scraped with the nails, it could 
be readily peeled off, and the part exposed 
showed numerous small black granules. 
These granules seemed (at least, resembled) 
the colouring matter of blood changed by 
the action of some acid. The furrows were 
of a fine scarlet colour. No perforation of 
ithe stomach could be observed, but blood 
was found effused between the two layers 
of peritoneum, proceeding from its great 
curvature. Appearances similar to these 
were noticed in the duodenum and jejunum, 
The middle of the pleura was examined, 
and found to be healthy. The lower part 
of the osophagus was charred, and the 
epithelium could be readily peeled off ; no 
other part of the intestinal canal was ex- 
amined. 

A friend and good chemist, Mr. Thomas 
Richardson, of this town, kindly examined 
a small portion of the poisonous mixture. 
The following is the result:— 

“The reagents give a large quantity of 
free muriatic acid; also, free ralphuric 
acid, but in very small quantity, aud com- 
bined with much iron, which seems to have 
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been quite dissolved. No trace of bichloride 
of mercury can be detected.” 


*,* Our correspondent should have fa- 
voure d us with the verdict of the coroner's 
jury in this case, with, if procurable, a 
copy of the evidence relative to the treat- 
ment. We have heard that water was sim- 
ply pamped in and out of the stomach of the 
woman, poisonous contents, and all, being 
injected and reinjected. 





ON A 
NEW CHEMICAL COMBINATION 
oF 
ARSENIC, MERCURY, AND IODINE; 
AND ON [TS MEDICINAL EMPLOYMENT. 
By Mr, Donovan. 





Triterate 6.08 grains of finely-levigated 
metallic arsenic, 15.38 grains of mercury, 
and 50 grains of iodine, with one drachm 
measure of alcohol, until the mass has be- 
come dry, and from being deep brown has 
become pale-red. Pour on eight ounces of 
distilled water; and after trituration for a 
few moments, transfer the whole to a flask ; 
add half a drachm of bydriodic acid, pre- 
pared by the acidification of two grains 
of iodine, and boil for a few moments. 
When the solution is cold, if there be any 
deficiency of the original eight ounces, make 
it up exactly to that measure with distilled 
water. Finally, filter. 

The theory of this process need scarcely 
be adverted to. By the long-continued tri- 
turation of arsenic, mercury, iodine, and 
alcohol, the metals are converted into 
iodides, which combine. The mass by solu- 
tion in water is converted into an hydriv- 
date of arsevic and mercury. The quan- 
tities of the two metals are so adjusted, that 
when converted into protoxides by decom- 
position of a portion of the water in which 
they are dissolved, there will be eight grains 
of protoxide of arsenic, and sixteen of 
protoxide of mercury. The quantity of 
water is such that each drachm measure of 
the solution will contain exactly one-eighth 
of a grain of protoxide of arsenic, and ove- 
fourth of a grain of protoxide of mercury 
I conceive that the quantity of mercury 
ought to be double that of the arsenic, in 
order to ensure a slow and moderate, yet 
adequate mercurial action, along with the 
proper effect of the arsenic. 

Of this liquor hydriodatis arsenici et hy- 
drargyri, each drachm measure consists of — 


Water, one drachm ; 
Protoxide of arsenic, one-eighth of a 
graio ; 





Iodine (converted into hydryodic acid), 
four-fifths of a graia. 

The colour of the solution is yellow, with 
a pale tinge of green : its taste is slightly 
styptic. It cannot be properly conjoined 
with tincture of opium, or with sulphate, 
muriate, or acetate of morphia ; for all these 
produce immediate and copious precipates 
in it. Hence if opiates are to be used dar- 
ing the exhibition of this arsenico- mercurial 
liquor, they must be taken at different 
periods of the day. Tincture of ginger 
produces no bad effect. The following for- 
mula is proper :— 

Solution of hydriodate of arsenic and 
mercury, 2 arachms ; 
Distilled water,3\ ounces ; 
Syrup of ginger, | an ounce. Divide 
into four draughts ; one night and morning. 

Thus one-sixteenth of a grain of protoxide 
of arsenic, and one-fourth of a grain of 
protoxide of mercury, would be taken in 
each dose, along with two-fifths of a grain 
of iodine, which being in the state of com- 
bined hydriodic acid, will be much diminish- 
ed in energy of medical effect. This is no 
doubt the proper dose to begin the exhi- 
bition of arsenic with; but it will be very 
soon vecessary to increase it. 

The division into draughts is here neces- 
sary: first, to ensure accuracy of the dose, 
so essential in the case of this active medi- 
cine; and next, to prevent injury to the 
ingredients by the use of a metallic spoon as 
@ measure—the general way in which, un- 
fortunately, the dose of a medicine is de- 
termined, 

Mr. Donovan recommends this formula ia 
cases in which its ingredients have been 
found serviceable. — Dub. Journ., Nov. 1839. 


NEW REMEDY FOR DISEASES OF 
THE SKIN, 

Dr. Poyta, of Pest, has recently intro- 
duced a new remedy for diseases of the 
skin, which he has found, hy experience, to 
be of the greatest value. The new remedy 
is named Anthrakokali,and may be prepared 
in the following manner :— 

Caustic potass is first obtained by dis- 
solving carbonate of potass in boiling water; 
into the solution is thrown enough of slaked 
lime to separate the potass; the liquid is 
then evaporated until the pure caustic potass 
remain. With 192 parts of the latter are 


mixed 160 parts of powdered coal; the 
vessel which contains the Quid is now re- 
moved from the fire, end the contents are to 
be agitated in a mortar until a black poWder 
is obtained. For the sulphuretted anthra- 
kokali 16 parts of sulphur are added to the 
powdered coal. 
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Action of the Remedy. 
When the digestive organs are ina healthy 
state, M. Poyla admivisters the remedy in 
the following manner :— 


Anthrakokali, 10 centigram. ; 

Powdered liquorice-root, 25 ditto, Three 
or four of the powders, for a dose, 
during the day. 


The most ordinary effect of the medicine 
is to produce some heat of skin, with acce- 
leration of the pulse, which is followed by 
general perspiration. Most patients are 
thus affected on the fourth or fifth day; 
others as late as the fifteenth. When the 
nocturnal sweats appear, the patches of 
cutaneous disease become more red, and 
secrete an increased quantity of matter. 
Those symptoms, however, soon go off, and 
the original malady begins to improve ; but 


POISONING WITH ARSENIC—SUC- 
CESSFUL ANTIDOTE, 

Tue following may be added to the cases 
which we have already published, and which 
demonstrate the efficacy of the hydrated 
peroxide of iron in poisoning with arsenic :— 

On the 4th of October last, MM.5S . 
father and son, were seized with violent 
vomiting immediately after supper. It was 
discovered that some substance was con- 
tained in the wine-bottle from which they 
had drunk. The bottle was at once carried 
to a medical man, who tested the contents 
with the blow-pipe, and discovered arsenic. 
Three hours after the presumed poisoning 
the iron was administered, and after the 
third or fourth dose the vomiting had ceased ; 
the remedy was, however, continued for the 








it is commonly necessary to carry the medi- 
cine sufficiently far to produce a true febrile 
reaction. This latter is often moderate, but 
occasionally very vivlent, when the medi- 
cine must be saspended. 

M. Poyla recites a great number of cases 
as evidence of the efficacy of this remedy in 
dartrous affections, scrofula, and other re- 
bellious cutaneous diseases.— Abridged from 
French Gazette, Feb. 29, 1840. 


METHOD OF MAKING GELATINOUS 
CAPSULES. 


Tue following method is given by M. 
Desfontenelles, in a recent number of the 
“ Journal de Chimie :"— 


Take the swimming-bag of a tench, or 
any fish about five to seven inches in length ; 
fix the bag to the end of a copper tube by 
means of a ligature, and cover the ligature 
with another tabe, which contains at its 
middle part a small valve; below the latter 
is a small opening, closed by a key. On 
blowing through the extremity of the tube 
the bladder is inflated, and the air retained 
by the valve; a solution of gelatine is then 
prepared after M. Garot’s formula (“ Journal 
de Chimie,” March, 1838). The bladder is 
greased with some lard, and then dipped in 
the gelatine; on being withdrawn, the tube 
is rolled by the fingers, in order to diffuse 
the gelatine equally over the bladder, and 
the mass is allowed to cool. When the 
gelatine is quite cold the capsule is sepa- 
rated, the little key turned, and the air 
allowed to escape ; the mould is then easily 
withdrawn, as the grease prevents it from 
sticking to the gelatine. With seven or 
eight such moulds a great number of cap- 
sules may be prepared, particularly in cold 
weather. 


sake of precaution, and towards 7 o'clock, 
| a.m., the patients fell asleep. On the fol- 
lowing day they were perfectly recovered. 
| Some members of the family and servants, 
who had tasted a smal! quantity of the wine, 
through curiosity, were all seized with 
vomiting. A considerable quantity of the 
poison was found in the bottom of the bottle, 
and that taken by the two men must have 
been much more than sufficient to occasion 
death.—Journal de Chimie, Jan. 1840. 





NEW FORM OF BLISTER, 

M. Trousseav speaks highly of a form of 
blister which he has recently invented, or 
rather modified from the English prepara- 
tion. An wthereal extract of cantharides is 
obtained from the action of sulphuric wether 
on the powder of Spanish flies. Portions 
of blotting-paper of various sizes are im- 
bibed with this extract, and form so many 
blisters. From numerous experiments, M. 
| Trousseau found that this preparation pro- 
| duced vesication in about eight hours and a*® 
half, a time much shorter than any other 
blister will actia. The new blistering paper 
is more readily prepared than the common 
blisters; is much more clean, is portative, 
and does not cost more. Papers may also 
be prepared with the extract of cantharides, 
for the purpose of keeping blistered surfaces 
open. Thus th, ith, Ath, or Ath parts of 
the extract may be mixed with one of yel- 
| low wax,and spread upon paper.— Abridged 
|from Medico - Chirurgical Journal, No. 4, 
1839. 








PARALYSIS AND NEURALGIA. 

M. Macenpie is much in the habit of 
employing electricity in the treatment of 
these affections. He has recently cured 
two young persons affected with facial 
hemiplegia, by electricity, communicated to 
the nerves through means of platina wires. 
In experimenting, M. Magendie remarked 
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that the branches of the seventh pair, 
although paralysed, still conserved their sen- 
sibility ; aod hence concludes that the latter 
is derived from the branches of the fifth pair 
which anastomose with it. M. Roux having 
remarked that he had lately cut all the 
branches of the seventh nerve, but that the 

in returned in other nervous filaments, M. 
Magendie related the following case :— 

A lady placed herself under his care for 
facial neuralgia, from which she had suf- 
fered incessantly for the last five years. The 
pain passed from one branch of the fifth 
werve to another, but was always constant. 
On the first day of treatment it occupied the 
inferior maxillary nerve; as soon as the 
electric current was established, the pain 

to the tongue. M. Magendie fixed a 
needle in that organ, and the pain immedi- 
ately passed to the sub-orbitar branch. In 
short, it successively occupied the various 
branches of the fifth pair, but was always 
dislodged, aod a cure was finally effected.— 
Ibid, No. 3. 


Ace ror Bopity Exertion.—The arms, 
clothing, and necessaries carried by an in- 
fantry soldier, commonly amount to 60lbs. 
This weight on striplings of 18 years of age, 
is found to impair their general efficiency. 





new materials to the moralist for a chapter 
on the power of the mind over bodily suffer- 
ing. Practices of this nature in the Army 
yield evidence that enlistment for life is not 
the best mode of supplying the service with 
superior soldiers. Enlistment for five, seven, 
or ten years, should put it in the power of 
all who have formed rash engagements in the 
Army, to terminate thoseengagements at the 
limited term. But simulation of disease 
is not the only effect of that hopelessness of 
release which the present mode of recruiting 
produces. Suicide is more frequeat among 
soldiers than among men of the same age 
and rank in civil life. The self-murders 
among the cavalry has amounted for a 
series of years to one suicide out of 20 
deaths. This statement does not compre- 
hend the sumber of men who attempted 
suicide, but merely the cases where the re- 
sult was fatal. 


Stwccation of Disease.—Some diseases 
or disabilities,such as deafness or stammer- 
ing, are much more easily feigned than 
others, and, consequently, the imposture is 
more difficalt to detect. In all diseases of 
which the symptoms are obscure, periodic, 
or intermitting and uncertain, much care 
should be taken not to come to a wrong con- 


Over-exertion produces disease, and the| clusion. ‘ Melancholy instances,” says Mr, 
late war demonstrated that it requires a| Malcolmson, “have cometo my knowledge 
maturer growth to overcome the difficulties | Where men have died in making exertion 
of a long march, In 1905,a French Army at|#bove their strength, after having been 
Boulogne, marched 400 leagues, to Moravia, | looked onas malingerers.” Some diseases 
before the battle of Austerlitz, in December, | are not indicated by a change of the pulse, 
This it effected without leaving hardly any | oF by any remarkable alteration of the body, 
sick on the route. The men had served two | oF evident derangement of its functions ; and 
years, and were all above 22 years ‘old.| it ought to be recollected, that patients suf- 
Another Army, during 1809, cantoned in| fering under real disease are apt sometimes 
Germany, marched to Vienna, a much to exaggerate their lesions. A malingerer is 
shorter distance than that which the other constantly prone to overact his part; buat 
Army travelled; but, by the time they had | the inventing of symptoms is a much more 


‘arrived at their place of destination, all the | difficult operation than frankly to state the 


hospitals on the road were filled with sick. ‘feelings. Two soldiers were transferred to 
—Marshall, on “ Eniisting.” the hospital in Dublin, to be discharged, in 
| consequence of alleged incurable disabili- 

— ties. The designation of a disease was 

Evits of Excistwent ror Lire.—English | affixed to each name ; but the appearance 
soldiers being engaged to serve “ uatil they | of the men indicated little, if any, derange- 
shall be legally discharged,” they have no! ment of the body. The medical officer made 
claim, as matter of right, to be relieved from | them stand ap together, and requested one 
their engagement, after any period of ser-/ of them to deseribe his complaint, which he 
vice. This hopelessness of relief from anj| did very minutely. By his account, it ap- 





engagement contracted, perhaps, in a mo- 
ment of thoughtless indifference, or disap- 
pointment, has given rise to a simulation of 
diseases, for the purpose of procuring a dis- 
charge. Of the extent to which this is 
carried in the Army, and the perseverance 
and success in feigning disease, which sets 
medical skill at defiance, Mr. Marshall gives 
a startling account in his work on the “ Sol- 
diery.” The perseverance with which appear- 
ances of disease are kept up, in many cases, 
for years, io perfectly astontehin g- Itaffords 





peared that he suffered under disease from 
the head to the foot. The other man was 
then asked, “ What is the matter with you ?” 
—*The same as this man,” was his reply. 
He was evidently not prepared with a set of 
symptoms, and, without perceiving the trap, 
instinctively availed himself of the ingenuit 
of his fellow-impostor. They were sent 

to the ;“but I have a0 doubt,” says 
Mr. Marshall, relating to the anecdote, “ that 
each of them succeeded eventually in work- 
ing out a discharge.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


CONSENT OF PATIENTS TO 
OPERATIONS. 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 


Six:—I am induced to address a few 
lines to you in order to receive your opinion 


pondents, on a subject which does not ap- 
pear to me to be sufficiently well defined in | 
surgical practice: I refer to the age at) 


which we should conceive the sanction or |. 


permission of the patient before proceeding 
toa severe operation (such as amputation 
of arm or leg), 
Acase lately camefu 
of the leg was indispensable to 
save life. The patient was between 14 and 15 
years of age, with intellect fairly developed ; 
and though his friends urged him to submit 
te’ the operation, he positively refused. I 
shoald meastion that his limb was dread- 


fally shattered, having been ran over by | 
coal waggons; and that it was the unani- | 


mous opinion of four surgeons who saw him, 
that immediate amputation could alane save 

These were the circumstances under 
which the question arose, whether we should 
(having received the permission of the 
friends), proceed by stratagem to perform 
the operation, or, with the certain loss of 
life, allow the limb to remain’? We did not 
perform the operation until the following | 
day, when a partial comseut was given by 
the patient. 

In the hope that this communication may | 
draw forth some remarks in answer, I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 


H. G. Porrer, M.R.C.S.L., &c. 
Newcastle-opon-Tyne, 
Feb. 27, 1840. 


DR. CARSON'S MODE OF 
SLAUGHTERING, 


To the Editor of Tue Laxcert. 


Sir :—Haviog read, in Tue Lancer of 
Saturday last, the article on “ Dr. Carson's 
Patent Mode of Slaughtering Cattle,” I am 
induced to offer a few observations on the 
subject. It appears that considerable oppo- 
sition has beew evinced on this subject, and 
that chiefly on the apparent cruelty attend- 
ing the “‘ operation” to be performed on the 
animal, I rememberreading in the “ Times,” 
some months ago, a long article on the sub- 
ject, in which the shafts of ridicule were 
employed most uusparingly; at the same 
time an appeal was made to the feelings of 
the more sensitive of its readers on “ this 
scientific mode of torturing animals,” as it 
was termed. Now, it it has occurred to me 
that the object might be attained so as to 
avoid these objections, and im a more simple 


or that of some of your respected corres- Gren. 
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way. When an ox is slaughtered, the usual 
plan is to knock him on the head, when he 
fails, without afterwards moving a limb. 
Is not life effectually destroyed by this act? 
But the butcher, in order to drain the 
blood from the animal, afterwards cuts its 
Now, this is what Dr. Carson 
wishes to retain ; and would not the object 


| be attained by simply omitting the latter 


|operation? I am a non-medical man, and 
| may be wrong, but, at all events, can do no 
harm in offering this suggestion to obviate 
an objection, which, it appears to me, will 
certainly bave much weight with the pre- 
Or, if it be necessary to employ 

Carson's method, would it not be done 
| with the same advantage after the animal 
had fallen from the blow of the axe’ Your 
obedient servant, 

W. B. Sreece. 
Sidney-street, City-road, 
Feb. 25, 1840. 


GOUT AND RHEUMATISM. 


To the Editer of Tue Lancer. 


| Sitr:—I beg to state, through the me- 
| diam of your pages, that I have discovered 
a remedy for fixed, inflammatory gout, and 
| acute rheumatism, which affords almost im- 
mediate relief in the most painful paroxysms 
of those merciless maladies, and speedily 
|puts an end to them without the risk of 
metastasis. 

I shall be happy to communicate the re- 
| cipe and medus applicandi to any respectable 
| practitioner who may desire them. I might 
state them here, were it not for the purpose 
to which they would be applied by unpria- 
cipled pretenders to the practice of physic. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

S. W. Wansproven. 

King’s Road, Chelsea, 

March 2, 1840. 

*.* Mr. Wansbrough may depend on it 
that the benefits which the public disclosure 
of his plan might produce, would far out- 
weigh the supposed disadvantages. What is 
to prevent the first applicant for the recipe 
from making it known in our pages ’ 


MEDICAL CIRCULARS—QUACKS 
AND PUFFS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—A family of whom I have beea for 
some time the medical attendant, having 
lately removed into the neighbourhood of 
the Hampstead Road, the inclosed circular 
was forwarded to them soon after _— 
taking possession of their new abode. It 
was left in the same manner as the trades- 
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people of the neighbourhood sent their 
ao. I have forwarded it to you, as show- 
ing one of the many ways by which our 
profession is being disgraced, and as an | 
illustration of some of the paltry ways which | 
are had recourse to for the cbtaining of 
practice. I remain, Sir, yours respectfully, 
March 4, 1840. M.B. 





19, Charles Street, Hampstead Road. 

Mr. M‘lvor, Surgeon and Accoucheur, 
begs to inform the inhabitants of the imme- 
diate and surrounding neighbourhood, that 
he has begun to practice every branch of the 
profession on the most moderate terms, so 
that his extensive knowledge of medicine, 
of 17 years’ study and experience in all sorts 
of cases, and more particalarly in the Dis- 
eases of W omen and Children, will be within 
the reach of all who may require his 
services. 

Women attended in their confinement for 
10s, ; bleeding 6d. ; teeth extracted 6d. ; and 
all other things in proportion. Children’s 
Gums scarifed gratis. 

All his medicines will be charged under 
chemists’ prices; and those of the poor, who 
cannot afford to pay, he will attend and pre- 
scribe for them gratuitously. 

Mr. M. has lived for the last six years 
as visiting assistant in Devonshire-street, 
Portland-place ; Montague-street, Portman- 
square; and Harley-st., Cavendish-square, | 
during which period be has had the honour 
of attending a great many of the highest | 
nobility in the kingdom—amongst whom, 
he may mention, the Marquis and Mar- 
chioness of Hastings and family, Lord and 
Lady Cornwallis, the Dowager Duchess of 
Richmond and family, Lady Robert Sey- 
mour and family, &c, all, or any of 
whom, will feel pleasure in bearing wit- | 
ness of his medical skill and success 
in the most complicated cases. Mr. M.’s 
s¢rvices are well known and appreciated, 
by both rich and poor, in the extensive dis- | 
trict of All Souls’, during the two years he 
had the entire charge of the sick poor, 
amounting to between five and six hundred. | 
Out of the immense number of females 
whom Mr. M. has attended in their confiae- | 
ment, during the last six years, in each case | 
he has been successfal; and many of the 
physicians and surgeons at the West end 
will do him the justice to testify, that he has 
succeeded io delivering and saving the lives | 
of both mother and childin the most difficult | 
and dangerous cases, and in many cases after 
all hopes had been given up by other prac- | 
titioners. 

In addition to the foregoing, Mr. M. has 
studied for seven years in Edinburgh Col- 
lege, five 'n London, and for a great length | 
of time at Paris in the Royal College of 
France. 

*,* This modest announcement requires 
nO commentary. 


NEW ARTICLE OF DIET FOR INVALIDS, 
THE CEYLON MOss, 





Ar the last meeting of the Medico- 
Botanical Society, Dr. Sigmond made some 
observations on the Ceylon moss, chiefly 
with the view of showing its superiority 
over similar substances. For a long period 
this elegant plant has been used for the pur- 
pose of preparing a nutritious and highly- 
agreeable jelly in India. It contains a 
greater quantity of the nutritive vegetable 
jelly, than either the Iceland or Carageen 
mosses ; aod is totally free from the unplea- 
sant taste which accompanies both of those 
growths. M. Previté, who originally in- 
troduced the moss into use at Calcutta, has 
prepared a considerable quantity in this 
country, several specimens of which were 
exhibited to the Society. The great advan- 
tage of the jelly prepared from the Ceylon 
moss, consisted in the fact of its being 
suited for the most delicate stomachs, as it 
would be digested when the mildest animal 
jelly might be found too heavy. 

In Tue Lancet of a year or two since, we 
gave an analysis of the Ceylon moss, as 
made by the talented professor of Chemistry 
at the Calcatta College, Dr. O'Shaughnessy. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS, 





Tue correspondence between the Marquis 
of Normanby and the President of the 
British Medical Association, relative to 
what took place in the House of Lords 
when the Petition of the Association was 
presented to that assembly, shall appear 
entire next week. The Report of the pro- 
ceedings of the Council of March 3, shall be 
printed at the same time, 








